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Overview  

Main classification systems applied in 
public libraries in germany 

  ASB - first appearance 1956 

 KAB –  dto. 1961, consists of 7 parts 

 SfB  - 1978 

 SSD - 1966 

http://www.sfb-online.de/wiki/index.php/Kategorie:Updates
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Characteristics 

ASB 

 Monohierarchical classification system 

 23 main classes and round about   

 2200 classes (round about)  

 Notations are composed by up to three 
Letters and additional up to three digits:  

 

http://asb-kab-online.ekz.de/asb-kab/index.php/Hauptseite
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Characteristics ASB 
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Characteristics ASB - subclasses 
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Characteristics ASB 
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Characteristics ASB 

 Udates 

 The Update 2013 now satisfies 
questions concerning how to deal with 
tutorials and other training materials as 
already – since 1999 – done for 
Mathematics as you see here:  

 

 

 

http://asb-kab-online.ekz.de/asb-kab/index.php/ASB-Informationen
http://asb-kab-online.ekz.de/asb-kab/index.php/ASB:T/2014
http://asb-kab-online.ekz.de/asb-kab/index.php/ASB:T/2014
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Characteristics ASB 
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Characteristics ASB 
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Characteristics ASB 

 Advantages 

 Notations can be abbreviated 

 Disadvantages 

 Only few consideration of age group 
Informations  

 only in use in germany  

 Usage 

 With exception of Schleswig-Holstein, 
Bremen, Hamburg, Berlin and  and the 
former GDR all over Germany  
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Characteristics KAB  

 

 

• Monohierarchical classification system with  
• 24 main classes  
• 2.700 in sum (round about)  

• Notations are composed by one Letter 
describing the main entry and three following 
digits.  

  
• Classes of the lower level entries aren’t used or 

filled with the digit 0.  
 

• Recommended for collections of the same 
dimension as for the ASB.  
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Characteristics KAB  

 

 

In  2004 some 
classes became 
more 
differentiated:  
 
the three digits 
get a subclass 
expandet by a 
dot: 
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Characteristics KAB  

 

 

Advantages:  
• Differentiation in all age groups 

 
Disadvantage:  
• Update missing but in preparation for 2015 
• Used only in eastern Germany  
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Characteristics SfB  

 

 

• Monohierarchical classification system  
• 31 main classes  
• ~ 14.000 classes in sum.  
• Notations are composed of mnemotechnical 

abbreviations containing Letters describing the 
main classes and up to four numerical digits. 
 

• Main classes are not used solely 
• Recommended for Library Collections up to 

450.000 Items (following Umlauf, Einführung) –
in use for quite bigger library collections such 
as in Bremen: 550.000, Hannover 600.000 

http://www.sfb-online.de/wiki/index.php/Hauptseite
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Characteristics SfB  

 

 

Advantage 
• Always updated  
• Recommended especially for bigger collections. 

  
Disadvantages  
• Hierarchy of notations are not transparent  
• Adaptation for smaller Collections is 

inconvenient 
• Only used in Germany 

http://www.sfb-online.de/wiki/index.php/Hauptseite
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Characteristics SSD 

 

 

• Monohierarchical classification system 
 

• 23 main classes.  
 

• Notations are composed by up to three Letters 
and additional up to three digits.  
 

• SSD could be seen as an extension of the ASB.  
  
  

http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Systematik_der_Stadtbibliothek_Duisburg
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Characteristics SSD 

 

 

Advantages:  
• Cross-Subject Index out of all Class Labels:  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Systematik_der_Stadtbibliothek_Duisburg
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Characteristics SSD 

 

 

Disadvantages:   
• No updated version in the past years.  
• Occuring problems are solved bilateral.  

 
It is mainly used in  Duisburg and its metropolitan 
area and in Bavaria.  

http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Systematik_der_Stadtbibliothek_Duisburg


20 | 2014-07-03 

Usage in each state 
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Organisation – SfB 
 

Board of Directors Permanent 
Guest 

City Libraries of  
Bremen, Frankfurt, Hannover 

Library centre Schleswig-Holstein 

quartet of editorial staff  

editorial meetings take part in 

Updates 
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Organisation – ASB - KAB 

Steering Committee  
formal agreement: Classificationkooperation 

KAB experts 

chair  
officially nominated through steering committee 

Updates 

Koordination,  
experts ASB experts 

editorial meetings 



Thank you for your attention! 
 
Your questions please! 
 
 Frank.Seeger@ekz.de | www.ekz.de 
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