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To date, special interest has been paid to composite scaffolds based on polymers enriched with
hydroxyapatite (HA). However, the role of HA containing different trace elements such as silicate

in the structure of a polymer scaffold has not yet been fully explored. Here, we report the potential

use of silicate-containing hydroxyapatite (SiHA) microparticles and microparticle aggregates in the
predominant range from 2.23 to 12.40 pm in combination with polycaprolactone (PCL) as a hybrid
scaffold with randomly oriented and well-aligned microfibers for regeneration of bone tissue. Chemical
and mechanical properties of the developed 3D scaffolds were investigated with XRD, FTIR, EDX and
tensile testing. Furthermore, the internal structure and surface morphology of the scaffolds were
analyzed using synchrotron X-ray uCT and SEM. Upon culturing human mesenchymal stem cells (hMSC)
on PCL-SiHA scaffolds, we found that both SiHA inclusion and microfiber orientation affected cell
adhesion. The best hMSCs viability was revealed at 10 day for the PCL-SiHA scaffolds with well-aligned
structure (~82%). It is expected that novel hybrid scaffolds of PCL will improve tissue ingrowth in vivo
due to hydrophilic SiHA microparticles in combination with randomly oriented and well-aligned PCL
microfibers, which mimic the structure of extracellular matrix of bone tissue.

Bone is a rigid, complex form of connective tissue of the skeleton that protects vital organs from damage and
provides support for the entire body. It is composed of a fibrous organic matrix impregnated with inorganic
minerals, such as calcium and phosphate, which promote the hardness and toughness of tissue'. Throughout life,
bone is constantly created and renewed through a process called remodeling. However, this process can fail in
various bone disorders, including bone fractures and diseases. Traditional methods of bone treatment available
today include various graft types, which have several disadvantages, including the potential to cause an immune
reaction and the risk of disease transmission?.
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As an alternative, novel principles of tissue engineering can be applied to develop artificial bone three-
dimensional (3D) scaffolds, which have recently attracted much interest’. Some challenges associated with
scaffold fabrication are that it must possess appropriate chemical and mechanical properties and highly porous
interconnected structure with variable pore-size distribution, which supports cell attachment, proliferation and
differentiation by mimicking the extracellular matrix (ECM) of natural bone tissue.

A variety of polymers and ceramics have been developed as biomaterials for the substitution of bone tis-
sues®. Many researchers have shown that polycaprolactone (PCL) is a polymer that can be successfully applied
for the fabrication of artificial 3D scaffolds; it is bioresorbable with an appropriate mechanical elasticity suited for
long-term bone implantation applications™®. More than 70% of the inorganic composition of bone is primarily
composed of HA, which has frequently been used in the bioengineering of bone tissues”. Several recent studies
have focused on the fabrication of hybrid PCL scaffolds enriched with HA nanoparticles®!°. Earlier the presence
of HA in the PCL matrix showed successful attachment, proliferation and osteogenic differentiation of various
cell types, compared to pure PCL scaffolds!!?. For enhancement of scaffold’s bioactivity, it is possible to com-
bine PCL with HA, modified with different trace elements. For instance, the addition of zinc-doped (Zn) HA to
the PCL/chitosan nanocomposite scaffold has shown enhanced cell attachment and proliferation during in vitro
tests'>.

On the other hand, silicate (Si) containing HA could be another alternative to pure HA that stimulated biolog-
ical activity during bone tissue formation more than pure HA'*'5. In the 1970s, it was demonstrated that miner-
alization requires a minimum of soluble silicon'®. Thus, the combination of the properties of HA and Si allowed
the development of a new SiHA composite, resulting in a patent, “Silicon-Substituted Apatite and Process for the
Preparation””. In a recent review, enhanced biocompatibility and positive effect of pure SiHA on bone formation
during in vitro/in vivo experiments and clinical applications was discussed'®. In addition, the results of in vivo
tests of HA and SiHA powders have demonstrated the induced rate and amount of bone apposition for SiHA bio-
ceramics'. Recently, thin coatings of SiHA were deposited on titanium substrates by RF-magnetron sputtering®.
According to in vitro studies, the StHA coatings showed enhanced cell adhesion?'. Study of the porous SiHA scaf-
folds with varying silicon contents in a rabbit model by Hing et al. indicated that after one week of implantation,
the best cellular penetration and bone ingrowth were observed for material with a silicon content of 0.8 wt.%?2.

The design and structure of biomaterials, which able to mimic natural ECM, should be taken into account. For
scaffold fabrication, many studies employ an electrospinning technique, which is a simple and versatile method
for generating 3D fibrous structures with a high surface-area-to-volume ratio close to the ECM with an inter-
connected pore structure and variable fiber diameter?. Efforts to mimic the natural ECM have led researchers to
create special designs for collectors to form fibers with different degrees of alignment for specific orientation and
guided proliferation of cell culture, which is highly preferred®***. This approach can help to control mechanical
properties, due to better fiber-packing over scaffolds with decreasing porosity.

While SiHA is widely applied in different studies as a coating for metallic substrates or the fabrication of entire
scaffolds devoted to the substitution of bone tissues®*?, it is not used in the electrospinning process for fabrica-
tion of polymer 3D scaffolds.

To explore the potential for cellular penetration and bone in-growth into polymer scaffolds, we have designed
and fabricated 3D composite scaffolds with a different fiber orientation containing SiHA particles. A different
fiber orientation could help to mimic ECM; however, SiHA particles may improve the bioactivity and osteogenic
potential of PCL-based scaffolds.

To achieve this objective, we prepared specifically tailored PCL and PCL-SiHA scaffolds with randomly ori-
ented and well-aligned structures using an electrospinning process. As the internal structure of hybrid scaffolds
includes weakly (polymer) and highly (SiHA particles) absorbing materials, for complete 3D morphological char-
acterization, high-resolution synchrotron micro-computed tomography (uCT) was used. Synchrotron X-ray uCT
is a powerful technique for non-destructive testing that can be used to characterize the complex scaffold structure
presented in this study. The major advantage of this method is the ability to study an object with high penetration
depth, high spatial resolution and a large field of view in a 3D space. Due to the noninvasive character of this tech-
nique, it is possible to avoid any physical interaction, compared to other conventional imaging techniques, such
as optical and electron microscopy techniques, which require special sample preparation.

Results and Discussion
Chemical composition of electrospun scaffolds. The nonwoven scaffolds with an interconnected
porous structure were successfully fabricated using the electrospinning process. The presence of SiHA has been
proven with XRD and IR analyses, as shown in Fig. 1a,b. As the polymer solution used for the synthesis of ran-
domly oriented and well-aligned structures was the same, the XRD patterns and FTIR spectra showed no sig-
nificant differences between the polymer structures. In the XRD pattern (Fig. 1a), the strongest reflections of
semicrystalline PCL polymer were detected at 21.36° (110) and 23.68° (overlapping 200, 013, 112, 104 reflec-
tions), in good agreement with the literature data®. The broad amorphous halo in the low-angle region (26 < 30°)
of the pattern confirms the presence of the amorphous phase. The diffraction pattern also contains the reflection
of SiHA (the most intensive peaks at 25.77°, 31.74°, 32.15°, 32.89°, 34.06°, 46.69°, 49.42°), which can be indexed as
the hexagonal primitive cell with the following lattice parameters: a=9.4218(7), c=6.9063(10) A,V =530.94(9)
A?at 293K, in good agreement with the crystal data for unsubstituted HA?. This means that after incorporation
into the PCL-SiHA composite, SIHA retains its crystalline nature, as deduced from the presence of the SiHA dif-
fraction maxima in the PCL-SiHA powder diffraction pattern. Using the Scherrer equation, the mean crystallite
size of SiHA as incorporated into the PCL matrix was estimated as 44 nm.

Supplementary Fig. S1 shows the Le Bail profile fit for the PCL and SiHA phases. The above unit cell param-
eters were used to refine the SiHA phase. For the PCL phase, well-known cell parameters in the space group
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Figure 1. (a) X-ray diffraction patterns; (b) FTIR spectra of PCL, PCL-SiHA scaffolds and SiHA powder. The
results are presented for samples with randomly oriented structure. (c) EDX spectrum revealing elemental
composition of rPCL-SiHA scaffold with predominant calcium and phosphorus peaks. The insert label shows
the quantitative results on the content of P, Ca and Si atoms in the rPCL-SiHA and wPCL-SiHA scaffolds.

P2,2,2, were used?, which was refined to the following values: a =7.521(3), b=4.9894(10), c = 17.164(6) A,
V = 644.08(40) A3.

Figure 1b shows the FTIR spectra for PCL, PCL-SiHA scaffolds and SiHA powder. The typical characteristic
peaks of PCL appear in the ranges of 1000-1800 cm ™! and 2800-3000 cm™'. All peaks are in good correspond-
ence with the published data®. The strong band belonging to the carbonyl stretching mode at 1720 cm ™" is well
resolved. The two peaks at 2864 cm™! and 2942 cm™! correspond to the symmetric and asymmetric stretching
of the CH, group, and the two peaks at 1239 cm ™' and 1162 cm™! correspond to the symmetric and asymmetric
stretching of the C-O-C group. Furthermore, the bands at 1193 cm ™! and 1293 cm™! are related to O-C-O stretch-
ing, and C-O and C-C stretching in the crystalline phase, respectively®'. The characteristic peaks of PO,* attrib-
uted to SiHA are found at 563 cm ™!, 603 cm™', 632cm ™!, 887 cm™" and 1087 cm™"!>32%, The results obtained with
the powder XRD and FTIR spectroscopy confirm the successful incorporation of SiHA into the PCL-SiHA hybrid
scaffolds.

Also, the presence of SiHA in the PCL matrix was confirmed by EDX (Fig. 1c). The value of Ca/(P + Si) ratio
for rPCL-SiHA and wPCL-SiHA scaffolds was calculated to be 1.52 4-0.03, which is close to stoichiometric Ca/P
ratio in HA (1.67) and is in the acceptable range found in the literature for use in biomedical application®***. The
difference between Ca/(P + Si) ratio of SiHA precursor powder and that of Ca/(P + Si) in microparticles embed-
ded into the scaffolds may be due to the porosity of the samples as well as an inhomogeneous distribution of the
agglomerated SiHA particles within the scaffolds. Moreover, EDX is only a qualitative technique, which is also
surface roughness sensitive, some deviations can be observed when porous and pore-free samples of the same
composition are studied, which makes the results different to compare. It is believed that HA with the stoichio-
metric Ca/P ratio of 1.67 possesses the best mechanical properties compared to nonstoichiometric HA*, which
may affect dissolution properties during interaction with the surrounding biological media. Seo et al. stated that
dissolution of HA was more distinct in the samples with Ca/P ratio less or more than stoichiometric®.

Characterization of the structure and morphology with synchrotron uCT.  The morphology and
structure of fibers play an important role in controlling the adhesion and proliferation of cells®. In the case of
composite scaffolds, the addition of Si-HA to the polymer solution can cause the distortion of fibers. The phe-
nomenon of changes in the fiber diameter was observed by Metwally et al., who produced PCL scaffolds with pure
HA and calcium carbonate microparticles during electrospinning®.
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Figure 2. X-ray pCT-based visualization of polymer PCL and hybrid PCL-SiHA scaffolds: 3D rendering in left
column and transverse sections through sample height in right column for: (a) rPCL, (b) wPCL, (c) rPCL-SiHA
and (d) wPCL-SiHA. Cyan - fibers, red— microparticles and their aggregates.

Here, we use 3D reconstructed volumes of synchrotron uCT, presented in Fig. 2 (cyan - fibers, red — micropar-
ticles and their aggregates). The detailed visual observations of the 3D scaffold structure are presented in the
supplementary information (Movies S1-4). For a more representative view, the regions of interest (ROI) of
400 x 400 x 230 pixels, which correspond to 720 x 720 x 414 um?, were extracted. Observations of the surface
morphology demonstrated that all of the obtained PCL and PCL-SiHA scaffolds were fabricated with the desired
fiber morphology, namely, a randomly oriented and well-aligned fiber orientation.

Similar to previous studies*>*!, we detected changes in the fiber morphology for samples containing SiHA
microparticles. In the case of rPCL-SiHA and wPCL-SiHA samples, a beaded rough surface morphology with
some very large polymer structures was observed. The intensive agglomeration of StHA microparticles occurred
over the entire volume. The largest aggregates are seemingly embedded within an even larger polymer struc-
ture. Such a change in morphology may result from the change in electrostatic forces, as Si inclusions are
non-conductive and/or increase in viscosity with respect to pure PCL.
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Figure 3. Visualization of fiber orientation for 3D scaffolds: (a) rPCL, (b) wPCL, (c) rPCL-SiHA and (d)
wPCL-SiHA.

Supplementary Fig. S2 shows azimuthal and latitudinal fiber orientation histograms. In the azimuthal direc-
tion (Supplementary Fig. S2a), samples with a well-aligned structure have more fibers with the predominant
orientation in the 75-100° angle range. In the case of scaffolds with a randomly oriented structure, there is a pre-
dominant directionality of fibers due to the type of collector (rotating collector), but in lower amounts, namely, for
rPCL in the range of 80-160° and for rPCL-SiHA in the range of approximately 20-60° and 120-180°. Notably, in
the latitudinal orientation, all samples show similar results for angles from 50° to 90°, based on layer-by-layer fiber
deposition during electrospinning (Supplementary Fig. S2b). Full 3D analysis of fiber orientation is presented in
Fig. 3. This 3D analysis grants an immediate visual comparison between randomly oriented and well-aligned fiber
orientations. Fibers aligned in a similar direction are represented by the same color. Of particular interest, fibers
in wPCL change their preferential direction depending on the height of the sample, demonstrating a difference
in the layer deposition during electrospinning. The samples with SiHA inclusions have fewer or larger fibers, but
they still preserve a random and aligned orientation. It is clearly visible that in the case of scaffolds with an aligned
structure, most fibers lay in the same plane compared to scaffolds with a randomly oriented structure, where fib-
ers are chaotically distributed in the sample volume.

For the detailed study of fiber diameter (Fig. 4), the largest fibers were in the range of 35-75 um for hybrid
scaffolds, and the number of fibers with the size in the range of 10-25 pm was higher. It was also observed that the
diameter of fibers for wPCL and wPCL-SiHA scaffolds decreased compared to rPCL and rPCL-SiHA scaffolds.
Pie charts showed that the fiber diameter of wPCL increased in the range from 1 to 5 um for 6.7% and decreased
from 10 to 35 um for 2.7%, relative to the rPCL sample. We also observed the same trend for samples with SiHA
microparticles, where the fiber diameter of wPCL-SiHA increased in the smallest diameter range from 1 um to
10 um for 0.8%, from 10 um to 25 um to 14.4% and decreased from 25 pm to 35 um for 1.3%, from 35 um to 45 um
for 5.1%, and from 45 pm to 75 um for 8.7%, relative to the rPCL-SiHA sample. This can be explained due to extra
stretching of fibers at higher collection speeds.
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Figure 4. X-ray uCT-based analysis of fiber diameter calculated for 3D scaffolds.
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Figure 5. X-ray uCT-based analysis. Pie charts showing the percentage of a total number of microparticles and
microparticle aggregates in each size region for (a) rPCL-SiHA and (b) wPCL-SiHA; (c) histogram displaying
the total number of microparticles and aggregates presented in composites and (d) histogram showing the
porosity of polymer and hybrid scaffolds (*p < 0.05, **p < 0.1, ***p < 0.3, N.S. with p > 0.8).

The results of the analysis of the size distribution of the SiHA microparticles and microparticle aggregates
in rPCL-SiHA and wPCL-SiHA are presented in Fig. 5a,b. The most commonly detected SiHA microparticle
aggregates were in the range from 5.83 pm? to 1000 um?, corresponding to an approximate diameter from 2.23 um
to 12.4 um, assuming the microparticle aggregates can be represented as a sphere. Larger microparticle aggre-
gates were detected from 1000 pm?® to 1000000 um?, corresponding to an approximate diameter from 12.4 pm
to 124 um. However, their number comprised the smallest percentage in the whole volume of the scaffolds and
was not higher than 13.6% for rPCL-SiHA and 13.8% for wPCL-SiHA. Importantly, during synchrotron uCT
examination, microparticles less than 5.83 um? could not be detected using automatic segmentation algorithms.
However, application of the high-resolution pCT presented in this study makes it possible to estimate the internal
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Figure 6. SEM micrographs of scaffolds: (a) rPCL, (b) wPCL, (c) rPCL-SiHA and (d) wPCL-SiHA. Arrows
indicate presence of SiHA.

features of scaffolds as small as ~1.8 pum. A similar number of microparticles and their aggregates was observed
for both hybrid types of scaffolds, and no statistical significance was recognized (Fig. 5¢).

The porosity of the samples that contain SiHA reveals slightly increased values of 78.36 +3.35% and
73.50 £ 1.87% for rPCL-SiHA and wPCL-SiHA, respectively, compared to the values of 77.14 + 0.49% and
72.27 £1.14%, for rPCL and wPCL samples, respectively (Fig. 5d). According to these results, St(HA microparti-
cles and their aggregates contribute to changes in porosity, and this fact is of great importance for the optimiza-
tion of scaffold design, which may aid in the enhanced attachment and proliferation of cells inside the scaffold*.

X-ray uCT provided inherently quantitative information on the fiber diameter, fiber orientation and distri-
bution of SiHA inclusions. However, the large field of view available with this method comes at the cost of spatial
resolution and does not allow a precise analysis of microparticles and fibers less than ~1.8 um. For this reason,
we additionally studied the surface of the scaffolds using SEM, and the results are presented in Fig. 6. Similar to
the pCT results, SEM images illustrate the embedding of large fibers in the case of rPCL-SiHA and wPCL-SiHA
samples (Fig. 6¢,d). Most of the scaffolds are characterized by the presence of fibers at the micron level, especially
for the rPCL-SiHA scaffold. In the case of rPCL scaffolds, a bimodal fiber diameter distribution was observed,
which can be associated with the formation of satellite drops and can be controlled by the viscoelastic properties
of the polymer solution*?. In the case of rPCL-SiHA, the presence of microparticles and their aggregates leads to
a unimodal diameter distribution.

Mechanical testing. The mechanical properties of the PCL and PCL-SiHA scaffolds are determined by
several factors, including the fiber structure, distribution, and size of fillers, as well as the interfacial bonding
strength. The presence of microparticles and their aggregates in the structure of polymer fibers may lead to an
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Figure 7. Tensile testing of electrospun PCL and hybrid scaffolds: (a) stress-strain curve, (b) ultimate tensile
strength, (c) strain at break (*p < 0.05, N.S. with p > 0.8).

interfacial lack of adhesion between two materials, which induces the ability of the matrix to transversely relocate
stress across the interface** and to the formation of pores and debonding of the fibers due to a lack of adhesion®.
These facts may cause a decrease in mechanical properties of scaffolds?*. Thus, we analyzed the mechanical
properties of PCL-SiHA scaffolds using tensile testing (Fig. 7). It was revealed that in the case of pure PCL scaf-
folds, the tensile strength (Fig. 7b) was significantly larger for wPCL than for the rest of the samples due to parallel
fiber alignment in one direction.

We observed that in the case of hybrid scaffolds, the addition of SIHA microparticles and microparticle aggre-
gates reduced the mechanical properties for both rPCL-SiHA and wPCL-SiHA scaffolds. For comparison, the
ultimate tensile strength was 1.29 +0.58 MPa and 0.67 £ 0.26 MPa for rPCL-SiHA and wPCL-SiHA, respectively,
whereas for rPCL and wPCL, the values were 1.67 +0.1 MPa and 5.83 + 1.34 MPa (Fig. 7b). In addition, the elon-
gation at break of rPCL was 995.23 4= 153.16%, which decreased to 164.42 +38.30% for rPCL-SiHA. The same
trend was observed for samples with a well-aligned structure, but the values significantly changed (p < 0.05)
from 1178.24 4-26.54% for wPCL to 73.14 4 2.90% for wPCL-SiHA (Fig. 7c). This supports the hypothesis of
weak bonding between SiHA microparticle aggregates and the polymer matrix due to weak van der Waals inter-
actions®®. The large aggregates of SiHA in the polymer scaffold lead to failure at a lower stress. According to
the tomography results, the large aggregates presented in the hybrid scaffolds are up to 124 um in size and thus
can cause failure at lower stress. Furthermore, we assume that changes in the mechanical properties can also be
caused by the increase in porosity, which means that there is less material compared to pure polymer scaffolds
that are able to resist mechanical stress.

Extensive studies have attempted to characterize the tensile properties of various human bones. Thus, Goldstein
et al. demonstrated that the mechanical properties of fresh frozen trabecular bone varied by up to two orders
(strength 1-13 MPa) of magnitude depending on the load-bearing areas in bone tissue*’. Lindahl also revealed the
range of mechanical strength for the tibia, in the frames of 0.2-6.7 MPa for the male group*. Behrens et al., in their
study of fresh frozen cancellous bone, showed that the strength of the bones varied from 1.8 to 63.6 MPa®.

Based on the mechanical testing, designing a multilayered PCL and PCL-SiHA scaffold with functionally
graded composition and structure from a composite solution with randomly oriented and well-aligned structures
(tensile strength of 5 MPa) can be very promising for bone tissue engineering applications.

Wettability. Previous reports showed that the PCL polymer has a contact angle of approximately 70°*°!. To
understand the influence of SiHA agglomerates on the wetting ability of the electrospun scaffolds, contact angle
measurements were performed. According to Fig. 8a, the contact angle values for pure PCL scaffolds vary from

SCIENTIFICREPORTS | (2018) 8:8907 | DOI:10.1038/s41598-018-27097-7 8



www.nature.com/scientificreports/

ar : ‘ :
m w h w b 1 day 6 days 10 days

|

|

[

*
Jekk I
sl | a
* ! Fokk

140

TC

o
)
N

S
S
N

80

rPCL

H D
o o
I L

Contact angle (degree)

20

-
rPCL WPCL  rPCL-SIHA WPCL-SiHA 8
2
W rPCLI wPCL *
M rPCL-SiHA [l wPCL-SiHA —
* *
s LE—
1004 TCP-control —r

Figure 8. (a) Water contact angles of electrospun PCL polymer and PCL-SiHA hybrid scaffolds (*p < 0.05,
*¥p < 0.1, ¥*¥p < 0.3, N.S. with p > 0.8); (b) cell adhesion of hMSCs cultured on electrospun scaffolds was
evaluated by fluorescence staining for actin cytoskeleton (red) and nuclei (blue), TCP was used as a control,
scale bar = 50 um, in all images; (c) percentage of hMSCs cells attached to PCL and PCL-SiHA scaffolds at 1, 6
and 10 days post-seeding (¥p < 0.05, **p < 0.1, ***p < 0.3, N.S. with p > 0.8).

Cell attachment (%)

wWPCL-SiHA rPCL-SiHA

6 10
Cultivation time (days)

132.13£4.95° (rPCL) to 122.54 4 5.97° (wPCL) for randomly oriented and well-aligned structures, respectively.
Possible porous structures of the polymer scaffolds act as a rough surface, which leads to an increase in the con-
tact angle value compared to the flat surface®. The reduced contact angle for the wPCL scaffolds can be explained
by the spreading of a water droplet along the fiber orientation.

A decreased contact angle in the case of composite scaffolds was previously observed by Mi et al. for
HA-containing hybrid scaffolds*® and by Xu et al. for electrospun poly(L-lactide)-grafted HA/poly(L-lactide)
nanocomposite fibers®. Similar to their findings, the addition of SiHA particles to the PCL scaffolds resulted in
a decrease in the contact angle values. The difference between pure scaffolds and polymer scaffolds containing
SiHA with randomly oriented and well-aligned fibers was 21.7540.35° and 6.79 £ 1.5°, respectively. SiHA is
hydrophilic, which can cause the rapid absorption of water by SiHA microparticles/aggregates.

Cell adhesion and proliferation analysis. The viability of cells is a crucial issue for the clinical use of
tissue-engineered 3D scaffolds. In the literature in vitro studies demonstrated enhanced adhesion and prolifera-
tion of hMSCs on pure SiHA compared with pure HA'8. For this reason in our study, we analysed the influence
of SiHA in polymer PCL matrix with different fiber orientation by performing adhesion tests with hMSCs, which
have the possibility to differentiate into the bone cells (osteoblasts). In Fig. 8b, the CLSM images of cell adhesion
and proliferation on the randomly oriented (rPCL and rPCL-SiHA) and well-aligned (wPCL and wPCL-SiHA)
fibrous scaffolds after 1, 6 and 10 days of culture under static conditions are shown. At day 1, the hMSCs showed
similar proliferation activity on the surface of all scaffolds. However, at day 6, the number of cells on the composite
rPCL-SiHA scaffolds increased 3.23 +0.22% compared to rPCL. Furthermore, on the wPCL-SiHA scaffolds, the
number of cells significantly increased by 71.66 & 5.73% compared to wPCL and almost formed a fusion on the
surface of the fibrous mesh compared to the other scaffolds. At the same time point, other scaffolds have shown
no significant difference in cell number. At day 10, the largest cell number was demonstrated for wPCL-SiHA,
and the number of cells increased compared to wPCL for 81.78 +4.92%. The rPCL-SiHA scaffolds showed a sig-
nificant increase in the number of cells of 27.12 & 1.6% compared to rPCL, which was quite close to wPCL-SiHA.
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Comparison of the changes in cell number between day 1 and day 10 showed that the cell number increased by
53.03 £4.24% and 74.09 & 5.53% for the rPCL-SiHA and wPCL-SiHA scaffolds, respectively. In the case of pure
rPCL, the number of cells also slightly increased by 25.51 4 2.04%. However, the wPCL scaffolds showed poor
cells adhesion, and the number of cells did not increase but actually decreased by 2.83 £ 0.19%.

It is evident from Fig. 8c that cell proliferation is significantly higher on hybrid rPCL-SiHA and wPCL-SiHA
scaffolds, possibly due to the hybrid composition of the scaffolds or increased porosity due to addition of SiHA
inclusions.

The poor cell activity on pure PCL scaffolds may be due to the hydrophobic nature of the polymer. In fact, the
presence of SiHA decreased the hydrophobicity of samples and increased surface roughness and porosity, which
could promote a better spreading of cells compared to the smoother, less porous and more hydrophobic surface of
pure PCL fibers™. Interestingly, contrary to our expectations based on the literature**, the wPCL scaffold showed
poor results over the entire culture period. At day 10, the number of cells decreased dramatically compared to
other scaffolds. The results obtained from in vitro tests indicated that hybrid scaffolds were more suitable sub-
strates than pure PCL scaffolds for cell attachment and proliferation.

In conclusion, this paper reports the fabrication and characterization of PCL scaffolds for regeneration of
bone tissue with randomly oriented and well-aligned fiber structures. To improve cellular penetration and bone
in-growth, we embedded SiHA microparticles and microparticle aggregates into the polymer 3D scaffolds’ fiber
structure. XRD and FTIR analyses confirmed the presence of SiHA in the composition of hybrid scaffolds. The
X-ray uCT provided 3D quantitative data on the structure of scaffolds, such as the fiber diameter and orientation,
porosity, microparticle/aggregate size, and the number distributed over the entire sample with high contrast
and spatial resolution. According to pCT analysis, the most frequently detected SiHA microparticles and their
aggregates were in the range from 2.23 um to 12.4 um (assuming that they can be represented as a sphere), which
caused the maximum effect in changes of the fiber morphology and mechanical properties. SEM served as a
complementary tool in the morphological study to analyze the diameter of fibers and particles in the micrometer
range. From a mechanical point of view, 3D scaffolds without SiHA were more tensile-resistant, especially wPCL
scaffolds. However, the adhesion and proliferation of hMSCs was increased for hybrid scaffolds, especially the
wPCL-SiHA scaffold. In comparison, cell viability at day 6 was slightly increased for the hybrid rPCL-SiHA scaf-
fold in ~3% and significantly increased in ~72% for wPCL-SiHA compared to pure rPCL and wPCL scaffolds. At
day 10, cell viability increased up to ~27% for composite scaffolds with randomly oriented structure compared to
pure rPCL, and up to ~82% for composite scaffolds with a well-aligned structure compared to pure wPCL. From
the above we may conclude that not only the presence of SiHA microparticles and microparticle aggregates, but
the microfiber orientation of the composite scaffolds in the random and aligned directions have significantly
affected the efficiency of the cell-scaffold interaction. The bioactive properties of hybrid scaffolds containing dif-
ferent combinations of cation- and anion-substituted HA and polymers, including piezoelectric properties, may
be the most interesting field for future pre-clinical studies.

Methods

Scaffold fabrication. Precursor powder of SiHA (Ca,o(PO,)s5,(Si0,)s(OH); ,) was purchased from the
Institute of Solid State Chemistry and Mechanochemistry SB RAS (Novosibirsk, Russia). Pellets of PCL (num-
ber-average molecular weight = 80,000 Da) and chloroform solvent (chemically pure) were obtained from Sigma-
Aldrich (St. Louis, MO, USA).

Fibrous scaffolds with randomly oriented (rPCL) and well-aligned (WPCL) structures were produced via elec-
trospinning. PCL pellets were dissolved in chloroform at a concentration of 9% (w/v) and homogenized using a
vibrating shaker (Multi-Reax, Heidolph, Germany) for 8 hours, followed by ultrasonication for 30 min. To pro-
duce hybrid scaffolds with randomly oriented and well-aligned structures, the PCL solution was mixed with 10
wt.% of Si-HA (rPCL-SiHA, wPCL-SiHA). Then, solutions were placed in 10-ml plastic syringes with a 20-gauge
stainless steel needle. A solution feeding rate of 2 ml/h was used for the syringe pump (AJ-5803, Angel Electronic
Equipment Co., China). A high-voltage power supply (Hurletron HVG 30-5/H, Eltex Elektrostatik GmbH.,
Germany) connected to the needle provided a voltage of 17kV to deposit fibers on a grounded collector, which
represents a metallic mandrel situated 7 cm from the needle tip. Randomly oriented and well-aligned structures
were obtained on a rotating collector at a speed of 600 and 1000 rpm, respectively. Electrospinning was performed
at ambient temperature with a duration of 1 hour for all samples.

Scaffold Characterization. Scaffold morphology was characterized with a Quanta 400 scanning electron
microscope (FEI, Netherlands) equipped with energy dispersive X-ray detector (EDX) for elemental analysis,
including the presence of SiHA microparticles in case of the hybrid scaffolds. Hybrid scaffolds were cut into
squares with a sharp blade, sputter-coated with gold and examined at an accelerating voltage of 10kV. Average
values and standard deviations of the fiber diameter were determined by measuring the size of 100 fibers from
four SEM images.

X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns were recorded on a STOE STADI MP diffractometer (STOE&Cie GmbH.,
Germany) using Cu-K,, radiation (A =1.540598 nm, operating at 40kV and 40 mA), a germanium monochro-
mator, and a Mythen1K detector. The diffraction patterns were collected within the 20 range of 10°-60°, with
an angle step of 0.8° and irradiation time of 10 s per step. The diffraction data were handled using Jana2006
software>.

The mean crystallite size of SiHA was determined using the Scherrer equation after fitting the XRD data with
a pseudo-Voigt profile function in Jana2006. The diffraction maximum at 20 = 32.89° was chosen for the calcula-
tion, due to its good resolution and an absence of interference with the adjacent maxima.
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The infrared spectra of the samples were recorded using a Tensor 37 FTIR spectrometer (Bruker Optics,
Germany) and the OPUS software package (Bruker Optics, Germany). The spectra were collected in the 4000-
400 cm™! region, with 2 cm ™! resolution accumulating in a total of 100 scans.

The electrospun nanofiber scaffolds were mechanically tested using an Instron 3343 tensile testing machine
(Instron Ltd., USA) at room temperature. Scaffolds were cut into rectangular strips with average dimensions of
5 % 20 x 0.5 mm. The specimens were mounted in the vertical direction between two mechanical gripping units,
leaving a 4-mm gauge length, and the cross-head speed was set at 40 mm/min. Data from the stress versus strain
curves were recorded, and the tensile stress at maximal load was obtained. For each scaffold, several experiments
were performed and averaged to determine the tensile properties of the scaffolds.

A water contact angle test was performed at room temperature using droplet shape analysis using an OCA
15 Plus apparatus (Data Physics Instruments GmbH, Germany) and SCA20 software (Data Physics Instruments
GmbH, Germany). Ten measurements were performed at different locations using deionized water (2 uL) drop-
lets, and the average value of the contact angles was used for the calculations.

Synchrotron pCT imaging and data analysis. High-resolution uCT was performed at the micro-
imaging station using a bending magnet source at the Institute for Photon Science and Synchrotron Radiation of
the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT, Karlsruhe, Germany)*. A detailed description of the station setup
is presented elsewhere®”. The monochromatic beam was used in conjunction with an sCMOS Camera (sensor
size 5.5 megapixels, 6.5 pm physical pixel size), and a 200-pum-thick Lu;Al;O,, scintillator and BAM macroscope
3.6x microscope optics allowed for a spatial resolution of approximately 1.8 um to give a visual field of view of
4.6 x 3.9mm. A propagation distance of approximately 20 mm was set between the samples and detector. The
samples were rotated with a step of 0.24° and were exposed for 1 sec with 12keV X-rays. All projections were nor-
malized to the dark signal of the camera and a reference beam. Tomographic reconstruction was performed using
a filtered back projection algorithm implemented in the UFO framework>®. Analysis of the reconstructed datasets
consists of quantification of the particle/fiber size distribution, as well as determination of the porosity parameter
of each sample and the orientation distribution of the fiber structures. Before dataset analysis, each slice of the
reconstructed data was filtered with a median filter of radius 1.8 um. It was segmented using a threshold-based
maximum entropy method, which is implemented with the Numpy and SciPy packages for Python programming
language®. The analyzed volumes were 800 x 800 x 350 pixels, corresponding to 1440 x 1440 x 630 um°. The
segmentation process produces a binary dataset where only particles have non-zero values. When particles were
segmented, the obtained binary data were analyzed with the connected component algorithm implemented in
the Scikit-Image package. The algorithm isolates non-zero regions in 3D binary data for microparticles if they do
not touch each other at faces or edges®.

Orientation and diameter analysis of the 3D fibers was performed at points of a skeleton extracted from the
segmented fibers with help of the quanfima package®'. At each point of the skeleton, the second-order structure
tensor was calculated in a 3D local window with a size of 57.6 um. Eigenvalues and eigenvectors were derived
from each tensor with the linear algebra module of the SciPy package®. Fiber orientation was determined with
the eigenvector, which corresponds to the minimal eigenvalue. A fiber can be modeled as a vector p from the ori-
gin of the spherical coordinate system, oriented at § and  angles corresponding to azimuth and latitude angles,
respectively (Supplementary Fig. S3).

Porosity analysis was performed by calculating the ratio of the number of voxels in the segmented volume
composed of microparticles, fibers or both to the total number of voxels in the volume. Amira 5.4.1 software (FEL,
Visualization Sciences Group) was used for 3D visualization. Two-dimensional (2D) plotting was performed with
the Matplotlib package®>.

In vitro cell seeding. To investigate the electrospun 3D scaffold’s capability to support cell adhesion and
proliferation, human mesenchymal stem cells (hMSCs) were purchased from Lonza (Walkersville, USA). Before
experiments, samples were cut into 15mm x 15 mm squares and placed in 6-well culture plates, which were steri-
lized with 70% ethanol for 10 minutes, rinsed once with DPBS (Sigma-Aldrich, Munich, Germany) and air-dried.
A total of 80 ul of hMSCs in a mesenchymal stem cell medium (mesenchymal stem cell medium, serum-free
enhanced, Pelobiotech, Plannegg/Martinsried, Germany) supplemented with 50 units/ml of penicillin and 50 ug/
ml of streptomycin was seeded onto a 1 cm? area per sample. As a control tissue, a culture polystyrene (TCP) dish
was chosen. The cells were left to attach for 3h in a humidified atmosphere (37 °C, 5% CO,). Then, each sample
was immersed in 4 ml of human stem cell medium and cultured for 1, 6 and 10 days.

The interaction of cells with scaffolds was investigated using confocal laser scanning microscopy (CLSM).
For CLSM analysis, cells grown on scaffolds were washed in DPBS (Biochrom GmbH, Germany) and fixed with
Histofix (Roth, Germany) for 10 min. The fixed samples were washed twice and permeabilized for 10 min in a
Triton X100 solution (0.5% in DPBS). After two washing steps, the samples were incubated with 1:50 diluted
phalloidin Alexa Fluor® 546 (Life Technologies, Darmstadt, Germany) in an antibody diluent (Dako, Hamburg,
Germany) for 1 h at room temperature. The samples were rinsed three times with DPBS, followed by an incuba-
tion step with 1:50 diluted Vinculin-FITC conjugated antibody (Sigma-Aldrich, Germany) in antibody diluent
for 1 h. After three washing steps with DPBS, the nuclei were stained with DAPI (Sigma-Aldrich, Germany) at
a concentration of 1 pg/ml in DPBS for 15 min. The samples were rinsed twice with DPBS and analyzed using a
Zeiss LSM 700 confocal microscope.

Statistical analysis. The data were obtained at least in triplicate (n = 3), averaged and expressed as the
mean =+ standard deviation (SD). Computation of statistical significance between four types of samples was ana-
lyzed using one-way ANOVA with a post hoc Tukey’s HSD test provided by the Statsmodels module for the
Python programming language.

SCIENTIFICREPORTS | (2018) 8:8907 | DOI:10.1038/s41598-018-27097-7 11



www.nature.com/scientificreports/

References

1.
2.

3

4.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.
30.

31.

32.
33.
34.
. de Groot, K. Bioceramics consisting of calcium phosphate salts. Biomaterials 1, 47-50 (1980).
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

41.

Gong, J. K., Arnold, J. S. & Cohn, S. H. Composition of trabecular and cortical bone. Anat. Rec. 149, 325-331 (1964).
Friedlaender, G. E. Bone grafts. The basic science rationale for clinical applications. J. Bone Joint Surg. Am. 69, 786-90 (1987).

. Dhandayuthapani, B., Yoshida, Y., Maekawa, T. & Kumar, D. S. Polymeric Scaffolds in Tissue Engineering Application: A Review. Int.

J. Polym. Sci. 2011, 1-19 (2011).
Amini, A. R,, Laurencin, C. T. & Nukavarapu, S. P. Bone tissue engineering: recent advances and challenges. Crit. Rev. Biomed. Eng.
40, 363-408 (2012).

. Kim, M. S. & Kim, G. Three-dimensional electrospun polycaprolactone (PCL)/alginate hybrid composite scaffolds. Carbohydr.

Polym. 114,213-221 (2014).

. Shin, M., Yoshimoto, H. & Vacanti, J. P. In Vivo Bone Tissue Engineering Using Mesenchymal Stem Cells on a Novel Electrospun

Nanofibrous Scaffold. Tissue Eng. 10, 33-41 (2004).

. Akao, M., Sakatsume, M., Aoki, H., Takagi, T. & Sasaki, S. In vitro mineralization in bovine tooth germ cell cultured with sintered

hydroxyapatite. J. Mater. Sci. Mater. Med. 4, 569-574 (1993).

. Jansen, J. A., van der Waerden, J. P. C. M. & Wolke, J. G. C. Histologic investigation of the biologic behavior of different

hydroxyapatite plasma-sprayed coatings in rabbits. J. Biomed. Mater. Res. 27, 603-610 (1993).

. Sharma, A., Molla, S., Katti, K. S. & Katti, D. R. Multiscale models of degradation and healing of bone tissue engineering

nanocomposite scaffolds. J. Nanomechanics Micromechanics 7, 1-14 (2017).

Cho, Y. S. et al. The fabrication of well-interconnected polycaprolactone/hydroxyapatite composite scaffolds, enhancing the exposure
of hydroxyapatite using the wire-network molding technique. J. Biomed. Mater. Res. Part B Appl. Biomater. 105, 2315-2325 (2017).
Chuenjitkuntaworn, B. et al. Polycaprolactone/hydroxyapatite composite scaffolds: preparation, characterization, and in vitro and in
vivo biological responses of human primary bone cells. J. Biomed. Mater. Res. A 94,241-51 (2010).

Yao, Q. et al. Design, construction and mechanical testing of digital 3D anatomical data-based PCL-HA bone tissue engineering
scaffold. J. Mater. Sci. Mater. Med. 26, 5360 (2015).

Ghorbani, F. M., Kaffashi, B., Shokrollahi, P., Seyedjafari, E. & Ardeshirylajimi, A. PCL/chitosan/Zn-doped nHA electrospun
nanocomposite scaffold promotes adipose derived stem cells adhesion and proliferation. Carbohydr. Polym. 118, 133-142 (2015).
Pietak, A. M., Reid, J. W,, Stott, M. J. & Sayer, M. Silicon substitution in the calcium phosphate bioceramics. Biomaterials 28,
4023-4032 (2007).

Gibson, I. R., Best, S. M. & Bonfield, W. Chemical characterization of silicon-substituted hydroxyapatite. J. Biomed. Mater. Res. 44,
422-8 (1999).

Carlisle, E. M. Silicon: a possible factor in bone calcification. Science 167, 279-80 (1970).

Best, S. M., Bonfield, W., Gibson, I. R., Jha, L. J. & J. D. D. S. S. Silicon-Substituted Apatite and Process for the Preparation thereof.
(1999).

Qiu, Z.-Y., Noh, I.-S. & Zhang, S.-M. Silicate-doped hydroxyapatite and its promotive effect on bone mineralization. Front. Mater.
Sci. 7, 40-50 (2013).

Porter, A. E., Patel, N., Skepper, J. N., Best, S. M. & Bonfield, W. Comparison of in vivo dissolution processes in hydroxyapatite and
silicon-substituted hydroxyapatite bioceramics. Biomaterials 24, 4609-4620 (2003).

Surmeneva, M. A. et al. Preparation of a silicate-containing hydroxyapatite-based coating by magnetron sputtering: structure and
osteoblast-like MG63 cells in vitro study. RSC Adv. 3, 11240 (2013).

Surmeneva, M. A. et al. The structure of an RF-magnetron sputter-deposited silicate-containing hydroxyapatite-based coating
investigated by high-resolution techniques. Surf. Coatings Technol. 218, 39-46 (2013).

Hing, K. A,, Revell, P. A, Smith, N. & Buckland, T. Effect of silicon level on rate, quality and progression of bone healing within
silicate-substituted porous hydroxyapatite scaffolds. Biomaterials 27, 5014-5026 (2006).

Dhand, C. et al. Bio-inspired in situ crosslinking and mineralization of electrospun collagen scaffolds for bone tissue engineering.
Biomaterials 104, 323-338 (2016).

Pagcu, E. I, Stokes, J. & McGuinness, G. B. Electrospun composites of PHBYV, silk fibroin and nano-hydroxyapatite for bone tissue
engineering. Mater. Sci. Eng. C 33, 4905-4916 (2013).

Li, W.-J., Mauck, R. L., Cooper, J. A, Yuan, X. & Tuan, R. S. Engineering controllable anisotropy in electrospun biodegradable
nanofibrous scaffolds for musculoskeletal tissue engineering. J. Biomech. 40, 1686-1693 (2007).

Gorodzha, S. N. et al. Wettability of Thin Silicate-Containing Hydroxyapatite Films Formed by RF-Magnetron Sputtering. Russ.
Phys. ]. 56,1163-1169 (2014).

Surmeneva, M. A. et al. Preparation of a silicate-containing hydroxyapatite-based coating by magnetron sputtering: structure and
osteoblast-like MG63 cells in vitro study. RSC Adv. 3, 11240 (2013).

Bittiger, H., Marchessault, R. H. & Niegisch, W. D. & IUCr. Crystal structure of poly-e-caprolactone. Acta Crystallogr. Sect. B Struct.
Crystallogr. Cryst. Chem. 26, 1923-1927 (1970).

Kay, M. I, Young, R. A. & Posner, A. S. Crystal Structure of Hydroxyapatite. Nature 204, 1050-1052 (1964).

Elzein, T., Nasser-Eddine, M., Delaite, C., Bistac, S. & Dumas, P. FTIR study of polycaprolactone chain organization at interfaces. J.
Colloid Interface Sci. 273, 381-387 (2004).

Oliveira, J. E., Mattoso, L. H. C., Orts, W. J. & Medeiros, E. S. Structural and Morphological Characterization of Micro and
Nanofibers Produced by Electrospinning and Solution Blow Spinning: A Comparative Study. Adv. Mater. Sci. Eng. 2013, 1-14
(2013).

Bulina, N. V. et al. Mechanochemical Synthesis of SiO , *Substituted Hydroxyapatite, Part II - Reaction Mechanism, Structure, and
Substitution Limit. Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2014, 4810-4825 (2014).

Thian, E. S., Huang, J., Best, S. M., Barber, Z. H. & Bonfield, W. Magnetron co-sputtered silicon-containing hydroxyapatite thin
films—an in vitro study. Biomaterials 26, 2947-2956 (2005).

Driessens, E. C. et al. The Ca/P range of nanoapatitic calcium phosphate cements. Biomaterials 23, 4011-4017 (2002).

Ramesh, S., Tan, C. Y., Hamdi, M., Sopyan, I. & Teng, W. D. The influence of Ca/P ratio on the properties of hydroxyapatite
bioceramics. In International Conference on Smart Materials and Nanotechnology in Engineering 6423, 64233 A (International
Society for Optics and Photonics, 2007).

Seo, D. S., Kim, H. & Lee, J. K. Surface Dissolution of Hydroxyapatite with Different Composition. Solid State Phenom. 121-123,
987-990 (2007).

Schindler, M. et al. A synthetic nanofibrillar matrix promotes in vivo-like organization and morphogenesis for cells in culture.
Biomaterials 26, 5624-5631 (2005).

Metwally, H. A. et al. The Influence of Hydroxyapatite and Calcium Carbonate Microparticles on the Mechanical Properties of
Nonwoven Composite Materials Based on Polycaprolactone. Bionanoscience 5,22-30 (2015).

Mi, H.-Y. et al. Thermoplastic polyurethane/hydroxyapatite electrospun scaffolds for bone tissue engineering: effects of polymer
properties and particle size. J. Biomed. Mater. Res. B. Appl. Biomater. 102, 1434-44 (2014).

Tetteh, G., Khan, A. S., Delaine-Smith, R. M., Reilly, G. C. & Rehman, I. U. Electrospun polyurethane/hydroxyapatite bioactive
scaffolds for bone tissue engineering: the role of solvent and hydroxyapatite particles. J. Mech. Behav. Biomed. Mater. 39, 95-110
(2014).

SCIENTIFICREPORTS | (2018) 8:8907 | DOI:10.1038/s41598-018-27097-7 12



www.nature.com/scientificreports/

42. Thorvaldsson, A., Stenhamre, H., Gatenholm, P. & Walkenstrom, P. Electrospinning of Highly Porous Scaffolds for Cartilage
Regeneration. Biomacromolecules 9, 1044-1049 (2008).

43. Deitzel, ]. M., Kleinmeyer, ., Harris, D. & Beck Tan, N. C. The effect of processing variables on the morphology of electrospun
nanofibers and textiles. Polymer (Guildf). 42, 261-272 (2001).

44. Gupta, K. K. et al. Polycaprolactone composites with TiO2 for potential nanobiomaterials: tunable properties using different phases.
Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys. 14, 12844 (2012).

45. Mani, R. & Bhattacharya, M. Properties of injection moulded blends of starch and modified biodegradable polyesters. Eur. Polym. J.
37,515-526 (2001).

46. Rajzer, I. Fabrication of bioactive polycaprolactone/hydroxyapatite scaffolds with final bilayer nano-/micro-fibrous structures for
tissue engineering application. J. Mater. Sci. 49, 5799-5807 (2014).

47. Goldstein, S. A., Wilson, D. L., Sonstegard, D. A. & Matthews, L. S. The mechanical properties of human tibial trabecular bone as a
function of metaphyseal location. I. Biomechanm Vol 16, 965-969 (1983).

48. Lindahl, O. Mechanical Properties of Dried Defatted Spongy Bone. Acta Orthop. Scand. 47, 11-19 (1976).

49. Behrens, J. C., Walker, P. S. & Shoji, H. Variations in strength and structure of cancellous bone at the knee. J. Biomech. 7, 201-207
(1974).

50. Chen, F, Lee, C. & Teoh, S. Nanofibrous modification on ultra-thin poly(e-caprolactone) membrane via electrospinning. Mater. Sci.
Eng. C27,325-332 (2007).

51. Hirotsu, T., Ketelaars, A. A.]. & Nakayama, K. Plasma surface treatment of PCL/PC blend sheets. Polym. Eng. Sci. 40, 2324-2331
(2000).

52. Xu, C,, Yang, F, Wang, S. & Ramakrishna, S. In vitro study of human vascular endothelial cell function on materials with various
surface roughness. J. Biomed. Mater. Res. 71A, 154-161 (2004).

53. Wutticharoenmongkol, P., Pavasant, P. & Supaphol, P. Osteoblastic Phenotype Expression of MC3T3-E1 Cultured on Electrospun
Polycaprolactone Fiber Mats Filled with Hydroxyapatite Nanoparticles. Biomacromolecules 8, 2602-2610 (2007).

54. Xie, J. et al. ‘Aligned-to-random’ nanofiber scaffolds for mimicking the structure of the tendon-to-bone insertion site. Nanoscale 2,
923 (2010).

55. Petticek, V., Dusek, M. & Palatinus, L. Crystallographic Computing System JANA2006: General features. Zeitschrift fiir Krist. - Cryst.
Mater. 229, 345-352 (2014).

56. dos Santos Rolo, T., Ershov, A., van de Kamp, T. & Baumbach, T. In vivo X-ray cine-tomography for tracking morphological
dynamics. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 111, 3921-6 (2014).

57. Rack, A. et al. The micro-imaging station of the TopoTomo beamline at the ANKA synchrotron light source. Nucl. Instruments
Methods Phys. Res. Sect. B Beam Interact. with Mater. Atoms 267, 1978-1988 (2009).

58. Vogelgesang, M., Chilingaryan, S., Rolo, T. dos_S & Kopmann, A. UFO: A Scalable GPU-based Image Processing Framework for
On-line Monitoring. In 2012 IEEE 14th International Conference on High Performance Computing and Communication ¢ 2012 IEEE
9th International Conference on Embedded Software and Systems 824-829, https://doi.org/10.1109/HPCC.2012.116 (IEEE, 2012).

59. Van Der Walt, S., Colbert, S. C. & Varoquaux, G. The NumPy array: a structure for efficient numerical computation. https://doi.
org/10.1109/MCSE.2011.37 (2011).

60. van der Walt, S. et al. scikit-image: image processing in Python. Peer] 2, e453 (2014).

61. Shkarin, R. rshkarin/quanfima: quanfima-v0.1. https://doi.org/10.5281/ZENODO.1212971 (2018)

62. Hunter, . D. Matplotlib: A 2D Graphics Environment. Comput. Sci. Eng. 9, 90-95 (2007).

Acknowledgements

The experimental calculations are carried out at Tomsk Polytechnic University within the framework of Tomsk
Polytechnic University Competitiveness Enhancement Program grant. The work was partially supported by
German ministry of education and research BMBF (project number 05K16VH1). The authors also thank Prof.
Dr. Florian Kraus for the kind support.

Author Contributions
R.A.S. and M.A.S. conceived and supervised the project. S.S. performed the experiments, optimized the methods,
analyzed the data and prepared the manuscript. R.S., V.W. and T.B. helped to perform synchrotron X-ray uCT
measurements, performed data analysis and revised the manuscript, G.V. and PK. performed in vitro tests,
E. M. and S.LIL performed the XRD, FTIR scaffold characterization and supervised data analysis, K.L. and M.E.
performed the EDX analysis.

Additional Information
Supplementary information accompanies this paper at https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-018-27097-7.

Competing Interests: The authors declare no competing interests.

Publisher's note: Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and
institutional affiliations.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International

T ] icense, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or
format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Cre-
ative Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not per-
mitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the
copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

© The Author(s) 2018

SCIENTIFICREPORTS | (2018) 8:8907 | DOI:10.1038/s41598-018-27097-7 13


http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/HPCC.2012.116
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/MCSE.2011.37
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/MCSE.2011.37
http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/ZENODO.1212971
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41598-018-27097-7
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	3D biodegradable scaffolds of polycaprolactone with silicate-containing hydroxyapatite microparticles for bone tissue engin ...
	Results and Discussion

	Chemical composition of electrospun scaffolds. 
	Characterization of the structure and morphology with synchrotron µCT. 
	Mechanical testing. 
	Wettability. 
	Cell adhesion and proliferation analysis. 

	Methods

	Scaffold fabrication. 
	Scaffold Characterization. 
	Synchrotron µCT imaging and data analysis. 
	In vitro cell seeding. 
	Statistical analysis. 

	Acknowledgements

	Figure 1 (a) X-ray diffraction patterns (b) FTIR spectra of PCL, PCL-SiHA scaffolds and SiHA powder.
	Figure 2 X-ray µCT-based visualization of polymer PCL and hybrid PCL-SiHA scaffolds: 3D rendering in left column and transverse sections through sample height in right column for: (a) rPCL, (b) wPCL, (c) rPCL-SiHA and (d) wPCL-SiHA.
	Figure 3 Visualization of fiber orientation for 3D scaffolds: (a) rPCL, (b) wPCL, (c) rPCL-SiHA and (d) wPCL-SiHA.
	Figure 4 X-ray µCT-based analysis of fiber diameter calculated for 3D scaffolds.
	Figure 5 X-ray µCT-based analysis.
	Figure 6 SEM micrographs of scaffolds: (a) rPCL, (b) wPCL, (c) rPCL-SiHA and (d) wPCL-SiHA.
	Figure 7 Tensile testing of electrospun PCL and hybrid scaffolds: (a) stress-strain curve, (b) ultimate tensile strength, (c) strain at break (*p < 0.
	Figure 8 (a) Water contact angles of electrospun PCL polymer and PCL-SiHA hybrid scaffolds (*p < 0.




