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Abstract: In this paper, an efficient inductively coupled medium pressure source for ultraviolet
radiation (UV-source) is demonstrated. The lamp was operated with powers up to 3 kW while the
radiation and the coldest point temperature were measured. In addition, different coil geometries
were investigated. Here a symmetrical and asymmetrical winding density were compared. Also the
operation pressures and DC to radiation efficiencies are presented. In this work, an operation pressure
of one atmosphere and an UV-efficiency (200–380 nm) of 15.5 % was achieved. This is comparable to
conventional medium pressure Hg-lamp technology. The main advantage of the presented inductive
lamp is the electrodeless operation and therefore the longer service life, since an electrode failure
is eliminated.

Keywords: inductive plasma; ICP; UV generation; MHz inverter; SiC FETs

1. Introduction

In many areas of radiation generation the LED is on the rise. However, the LED is currently not
suitable for all applications. If high intensity is needed, the high and medium pressure discharge
continues to be the dominant technology. Especially for special applications, such as UV water
treatment, where only wavelengths < 300 nm are desirable, gas discharge lamps are widely applied.
Although the use of LEDs is possible here, there are still no LEDs with a high radiation intensity
yield in the UV wavelength range. Compared to discharge lamps with several hundred watts
radiation output, UV-LEDs with radiation output intensities between 1 and 10 mW can be found
in [1]. Furthermore, the lifetime of the UV-LEDs has been quite limited so far. With a service life
between 1000 and 3000 h (UVB: 280-315 nm and UVC: 200-280 nm emitting LEDs) thus offers no
alternative to gas discharge lamps [1]. Therefore, we demonstrate an inductively coupled medium
pressure UV-source. Inductively coupled plasmas (ICP) are ignited by a high-frequency alternating
field. The optimal frequency for electrodeless induction lamps with internal stray field couplers
is between 2 and 3 MHz [2]. In this frequency range, a high plasma efficiency as well as a high
radiation efficiency can be achieved. Compared to lamps with electrodes, a significantly longer
service life should be possible with inductively driven lamps. Derived from commercially available
electrodeless lamps, the presented system can be assumed to have a service life of ≈ 60000 h [3]. So
far, the commercialization of inductive medium pressure mercury plasma lamps has failed due to
the need for efficient powerful electronic ballasts. Their development was primarily limited by the
used transistors based on silicon (Si) semiconductors. However, it has already been demonstrated that
efficient MHz inverters with high output power can be realized by using gallium nitride (GaN) [4]
or silicon carbide (SiC) field-effect transistor (FETs) [5–8]. The influence of different packages and
transistor technologies on the switching behaviour, the loss distribution and the efficiency were
investigated in [8]. This resulted in three inverters with an output power of approximately 2.5 kW at
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2.5 MHz. This power level and frequency, combined with a high efficiency, making this technology
ideal for ICPs. Therefore, the inductive operation of a medium pressure mercury lamp is presented.

2. Lamp Geometry and Filling

The lamp vessel was made of quartz to ensure high transmittance for the UV radiation. A diameter
of r = 65 mm was chosen under consideration of the influence of the radius to the needed ignition and
maintenance fields, which has to be generated for a reliable ignition and stable operation [9,10]. For
the lamp a length of llamp = 100 mm was chosen.

The lamp vessel was evacuated to p ≤ 10−4 Pa and baked with a temperature of T ≥ 900 ◦C for
eight hours to ensure clean and oxygen free surfaces. The clean vessel was filled with ≈ 1 g liquid
Mercury under Argon atmosphere. This large amount was used to guarantee a saturated operation at
any temperature condition. Due to the ignition behaviour, the Argon starting gas pressure was set to
p = 30 Pa. The lamp vessel with the liquid Mercury filling is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1. Lamp vessel with liquid Mercury filling.

3. Electronic Ballast

According to [2], an excitation frequency between 2 and 3 MHz is necessary for the efficient
operation of inductive lamps. It could be shown, by using SiC FETs, that high performance MHz
inverters as electronic ballast are possible. Unfortunately the SiC FETs are usually offered in standard
3pin TO-247 packages. However, this package was developed for Si FETs, which are switching
significantly slower. Only by using SiC FETs in new packages, which were optimized for fast switching,
it is possible to achieve efficiencies above 90%. In [8] the benefits of using the latest generation of SiC
MOSFETs with novel packages are presented. Three types of MHz inverters with SiC MOSFETs were
built and tested. The measurement results have shown that the realization of a compact and efficient
resonant MHz inverter is possible with all three devices. However, the inverter with the Infineon SiC
MOSFETs in 4pin TO-247 package (IMZ120R045M1) was able to achieve the best efficiency and is
therefore used for the investigations presented here.

4. Experimental Setup

The inverter with the Infineon SiC MOSFETs in 4pin TO-247 package, presented in [8], is used to
operate the inductive medium pressure lamp. The experimental setup is shown in Figure 2. The series
resonant tank consists of the lamp coil and the capacitors on the inverter board. In addition, a variable
vacuum capacitor with motor control was added in series to the lamp coil. The motor control can
be used to compensate the detuning of the resonant tank by the impedance change of the plasma.
The lamp coil was build out of 5 mm copper tube.

For the measurements, two different lamp coils were investigated, one with symmetrical
(hereinafter referred to as symmetrical coil) and one with asymmetrical winding distribution
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(hereinafter referred to as asymmetrical coil). The asymmetrical winding was manufactured
that the winding density in the area of the lamp is lower and thus the shading by the coil is
reduced. The disadvantage is an asymmetrical field distribution and a higher production effort.
The asymmetrical lamp coil including the lamp is shown in Figure 3. For the fixation of the windings,
3D printed fixations were used.

Figure 2. Experimental setup for the lamp operation with the MHz-Inverter (left), the tunable capacitor
(middle) and the coil (right).

Figure 3. Lamp vessel placed inside the asymmetrical coil.

The parameters of both lamp coils are shown in Table 1. There the number of turns n, the length
of the coil l, the coil diameter d, the inductance L, as well as the diameter of the copper tube dtube
are given. The inductance L of the coils were measured by an Impedance Analyzer (4395A, Agilent
Technologies, Santa Clara, CA, USA).

Table 1. Parameter for the symmetrical and asymmetrical coil configuration.

n l d L dtube

symmetrical 17 15 cm 9 cm 12.38µH 5 mm
asymmetrical 13 19 cm 11 cm 8.67µH 5 mm
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The spectral output of the lamp was measured between 200 and 800 nm by a calibrated
array-spectrometer (CAS 140CT, Instrument Systems, Munich, Germany). The detector head was
placed in a distance of 1 m from the lamp. To monitor the lamp temperature for the pressure calculation,
an thermographic camera was used (A325, FLIR Systems, Wilsonville, OR, USA). The measurement
setup is sketched in Figure 4. For the measurement, the lamp was ignited and the input power
increased stepwise. At each measured power level, the lamp was operated until the temperature and
the radiation output were in a stable condition.

Oscilloscope

RF- Power supply

Matching network

Current measurement

Coil with plasma vessel

1 m

Spectrometer

Detector IR Camera

Figure 4. Sketch of the used measurement setup.

5. Results and Discussion

Due to the fact that the used inverter and resonant tank need a defined coil inductance,
two different maximal input power values were achieved. For the symmetrical coil a maximum
input power of 3.4 kW was possible. Because of the lower inductance of the asymmetrical coil (see
Table 1) only powers up to 1.5 kW could be realized. Up to that values the temperature and radiation
output were monitored to discuss the efficiency and the pressure of the lamp.

5.1. Temperature and Pressure

For the pressure calculation the temperature dependent vapour pressure of Mercury was used.
In the lamp vessel the vapour pressure is defined by the temperature of the coldest point at the glass
surface. In the measured temperature range, the vapour pressure can be calculated as [11]:

log10(p/atm) = −3176
(

1
T

)
+ 5.048 (1)

This formula defines the saturation vapour pressure over the temperature. The assumption of
a Mercury saturated discharge is justified due to the large filling amount. As shown in Figure 5,
marked with the white circle, even at higher temperatures, a reservoir of liquid mercury was observed.
The rise of the Argon pressure can be taken into account by using the ideal gas law. Therefore the
neutral gas density is calculated at room temperature. This value is used to calculate the increase of the
pressure during the temperature rise and then the sum over the partial pressures is build. The coldest
point was assumed to be in the range of the liquid mercury reservoir (see Figure 5). The temperature
measurement of the coldest point and the calculated pressure over the input power of the asymmetrical
configuration is shown in Figure 6.

When the input power is further increased, the temperature reached a nearly constant value.
This can be explained by the higher temperature gradient to the ambient air and the higher collision
frequency in the plasma, which reduces the heat transfer from the plasma bulk to the wall. At the
maximum glass surface temperature of ≈ 625 K a discharge pressure of one atmosphere was calculated.
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It must be noted that the outside of the glass vessel was regarded as the coldest point during this
measurement. However, higher temperatures should prevail at the inner glass wall. For this reason,
the given calculations are only approximations.

Figure 5. Liquid Mercury reservoir during operation at the maximal reached temperature of ≈ 625 K.
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Figure 6. Measured temperature and calculated pressure dependent on the input power.

5.2. Spectral Output and Efficiency

At a low power input, a low pressure Mercury line spectra was observed, as shown in Figure 7.
With a higher input power and therefore a higher temperature, the pressure is drastically increased,
in accordance to the vapour pressure function given in Equation (1). With the higher pressure the
spectral output is changing to a Mercury medium pressure spectrum as shown in Figure 8.
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Figure 7. Measured low pressure line spectra of the lamp in the asymmetrical coil at 112.5 W
input power.
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Figure 8. Measured medium-pressure spectra of the lamp in the asymmetrical coil at the most efficient
point at 1584 W input power.

To simplify the comprehensibility of the following calculations, the nomenclature of the various
intensities is shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Nomenclature of the intensities for the calculations.

Nomenclature Meaning

IICP Intensity of the ICP lamp
IICPS Intensity of the ICP lamp in the symmetrical coil
IICPA Intensity of the ICP lamp in the asymmetrical coil
ICON Intensity of the conventional lamp without coil
ICONS Intensity of the conventional lamp in the symmetrical coil
ICONA Intensity of the conventional lamp in the asymmetrical coil

The radiation efficiency was calculated over a sphere by using:

η = 4π d2
det

1
Pin

∫ λmax

λmin

IICP(λ)dλ (2)

With the intensity IICP = IICPS or IICP = IICPA , the wavelength λ, the input power of the inverter
Pin and the detector distance ddet. For the wavelength the ranges in Table 3 were used. Due to the
chosen distance of ddet = 1 m� llamp = 0.1 m the treatment of the lamp as a point-like source is suitable.
However, this method is not completely accurate, because of the not spherical surface of the lamp and
the shading by the windings. To justify the usage of Equation (2), the angular dependent transmission
τ(φ) of the two coil types in φ = 5◦ steps were measured. Therefore, the detector was mounted in a
distance of 1 m to the lamp surface on an angle adjustable disc with the rotation point at the centre of
the lamp. The 90◦ angle was set perpendicular to the rotational axis of the lamp. The measurement
then was done with a conventional lamp with and without the coils. The reference intensity without
coil Iref is defined as:

Iref(φ) =
∫ λmax

λmin

ICON(λ; φ)dλ φ = 0, 5, 10, ..., 180◦ (3)

with Equation (4), the angular dependent transmission τS(φ) for the symmetrical coil was calculated as:

τS(φ) = 1 −
Iref(φ)−

∫ λmax
λmin

ICONS(λ; φ)dλ

Iref(90◦)
φ = 0, 5, 10, ..., 180◦ (4)
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The calculation of τA(φ) for the asymmetrical coil was done analogously. As example for the
results, in Figure 9 the UVA transmission for the two coil types is shown. Obviously, the radiation
through the coils over a semicircle is not uniform. As example, at the front and the end of the coil a
transmission of τ(φ) > 1 is generated. That can be explained by internal reflections on the copper
surface at the inside of the coils. Because there is no shading at the end of the coil a transmission
factor of 1 is generated. With additional intensity from reflections on the copper surface the value is
increasing and a transmission factor > 1 is measured. To decrease the error by integrating the radiation
over a whole sphere the shading factor Λ was introduced, which was defined as the mean value of
τ(φ). This factor then was multiplied to the efficiency calculation:

η = 4π d2
det

Λ
Pin

∫ λmax

λmin

IICP(λ)dλ (5)
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Figure 9. Angular dependent UVA transmission τ of the asymmetrical (Asym) and symmetrical
(Sym) coil.

In Figure 10, the efficiency of the lamp in the two coil types is shown. The maximal efficiency
values are given in Table 3. As one can see, the lamp in the symmetrical coil reaches a maximal
UV efficiency between 200 and 380 nm in the range of Pin ≈ 2526 W. In the asymmetrical coil the
radiation output and therefore the efficiency is increasing up to the highest input power of Pin ≈ 1580 W
which was available with the given configuration. The overall UV efficiency was measured at 15.5%.
To compare the results with conventional technologies, a medium pressure lamp with electrodes
and the same lamp length at 500 W was measured. The efficiency was also calculated by the use of
Equation (2). The electrode lamp was measured with a Pin to UV efficiency between 200 and 380 nm of
12.3%. In the UVA range the lamp was measured with an efficiency of 2.7% in the symmetrical and
4.1% in the asymmetrical coil. Compared with the conventional lamp with an efficiency of 3.6%, only
the lamp in the asymmetrical coil offers a benefit. However, radiation in the UVA range can also be
generated with III-nitride UV-LEDs. In literature efficiencies between 2% and 3% are reported [1]. In
the UVB range the lamp generates radiation with an efficiency of 3.1% in the symmetrical and 4.7% in
the asymmetrical coil. Here also only the lamp in the asymmetrical coil delivers higher values as the
conventional lamp, which was measured with 4.5%. UV-LEDs in the UVB range are reported with
< 2% [1]. The greatest advantages of the presented system were achieved in the UVC. 5.2% with the
symmetrical and 6.7% with the asymmetrical coil were measured. Compared with the conventional
electrode lamp with 4.5% an increase of 2.2% was possible with the asymmetrical coil configuration.
Also compared with UVC-LEDs, which are reported with efficiencies between 2 and 4% [12], the
presented system provides a good alternative.
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Figure 10. UVA, UVB and UVC efficiency of the lamp in the asymmetrical (Asym) and symmetrical
(Sym) coil over the inverter input power.

Table 3. UV wavelength and highest measured efficiencies.

λmin λmax Reference lamp Symmetrical Coil Asymmetrical Coil
ηmax Pin = 500 W ηmax Pin = 2526 W ηmax Pin = 1548 W

UVA 315 nm 380 nm 3.6 % 2.7 % 4.1 %
UVB 280 nm 315 nm 3.9 % 3.1 % 4.7 %
UVC 200 nm 280 nm 4.5 % 5.2 % 6.7 %
∑ UV 200 nm 380 nm 12.3 % 10.9 % 15.5 %

6. Conclusions

In this paper, the operation of an inductively driven medium pressure lamp was investigated.
We measured the temperature and radiation output to calculate the operation pressure and the inverter
input power to radiation efficiency. Furthermore, two different coil types, a symmetrical and an
asymmetrical coil configuration were tested. The highest UV efficiency of 15.5% was measured with
the asymmetrical one at an input power of Pin ≈ 1584 W. The most efficient power to radiation efficiency
was measured with 6.7% in the UVC range. That might be particularly interesting for applications,
such as water treatment, because there are only wavelengths with λ < 315 nm can be used. Compared
to the measured electrode lamp an increase of the efficiency of 3.2% was possible. Because of the
behaviour of the lamp in the symmetrical coil it can be presumed that the maximum efficiency of
the lamp in the asymmetrical coil will further increase with a higher input power. Therefore the
setup has to be adapted to the lower inductance of the asymmetrical one. However, it was shown
that the inductively driven Mercury lamp reached the efficiency of conventional technologies. The
main advance is the electrodeless operation, because the electrodes are the main failure cause of
conventional lamps. Therefore, a longer lamp lifespan is possible. Due to the increase of the efficiency
and the service life of the inductive lamp, the presented inductively driven UV-source provides a good
alternative to conventional technologies.
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