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Abstract: The current awareness of the high importance of urban green leads to a stronger need for
tools to comprehensively represent urban green and its benefits. A common scientific approach is
the development of urban ecosystem services (UES) based on remote sensing methods at the city or
district level. Urban planning, however, requires fine-grained data that match local management
practices. Hence, this study linked local biotope and tree mapping methods to the concept of
ecosystem services. The methodology was tested in an inner-city district in SW Germany, comparing
publicly accessible areas and non-accessible courtyards. The results provide area-specific [m2]
information on the green inventory at the microscale, whereas derived stock and UES indicators form
the basis for comparative analyses regarding climate adaptation and biodiversity. In the case study,
there are ten times more micro-scale green spaces in private courtyards than in the public space, as
well as twice as many trees. The approach transfers a scientific concept into municipal planning
practice, enables the quantitative assessment of urban green at the microscale and illustrates the
importance for green stock data in private areas to enhance decision support in urban development.
Different aspects concerning data collection and data availability are critically discussed.

Keywords: climate adaptation; urban green; mapping; ecosystem service cascade model; surface
type-function-concept; planning indicators; city district level; urban planning practice; climate change

1. Introduction

Cities are places of direct and indirect use of natural resources, including land and
space. Likewise, citizens benefit from ecosystem services generated in their surrounding
area. The provision of ecosystem services in cities interact closely and compete with the
issues of, e.g., land use, land use change and aspects of water management. It is therefore
necessary to take these interrelationships into account when recording, evaluating and
influencing the use of resources in the context of urban and district development. In
this context, ecosystem services and biodiversity should be considered as independent
resources that must be considered in addition to land, water and primary raw materials,
among others.
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1.1. Cities: The Value and Endangerment of Blue-Green Infrastructure and Open Spaces

Worldwide, most people live in cities, and the trend is upward [1]. Meeting the needs
of the urban population requires a high direct and indirect use of natural resources [2].
In particular, the consumption of renewable resources is tied to ecosystems capable of
providing them. These ecosystems are usually located outside the city, e.g., filter drinking
water and air, produce raw materials and provide food [3]. All these natural ecosystem
services are based in their quantity, amongst others, on the size of a suitable area and are
closely intertwined in their quality with the issues of soil and water [4–6].

Within cities, the pressure on land as a resource is particularly high due to the strong
and varied demands on its use [7–9]. The land is mainly used by buildings, gray infras-
tructure (streets, paths, squares) and the blue or green infrastructure, such as parks, green
spaces and gardens, sports fields and water bodies [10]. In terms of sustainability and the
reduction in urban sprawl, the compact city is one of the most important guiding principles
for urban planning worldwide [7,11,12]. This principle demands that construction activities
be relocated to the city as much as possible [13]. Since hardly any buildings are demolished
and less and less unused land is available, this is often accompanied by the irretrievable
loss of public or private open space and related green spaces, courtyard greenery and
unsealed areas [14,15].

In contrast, science provides more and more evidence of the high value of urban
greenery for health of residents and from an urban ecosystem perspective, e.g., for climate
adaptation [10,16,17]. The issue of more intensive urban greening or sponge cities is also
now taking on a higher priority in politics in various regions [18,19]. A larger proportion
of green space in and a lesser compactness of the city correlates with a less pronounced
urban heat island-which will become increasingly important due to climate change [20,21].
In addition, most urban adaptation measures to climate change require green elements
and open spaces., i.e., nature-based solutions [10,22]. The cooling effect of urban green
infrastructure is described in various studies on the basis of the reduction in air temperature,
which is, for example, in urban parks on average from 1.5 ◦C to 3.5 ◦C [21]. The main
difficulty of this communication is that it is not so much the reduction in air temperature,
which seems rather low, but the reduction in the mean radiant temperature (i.e., reducing
radiation, via shading) has a high effect on the outdoor thermal comfort of people [23].
Therefore, results on the reduction in radiation fluxes by trees seem more meaningful,
e.g., that trees in the close vicinity reduce 58% of direct and thermal radiance [24]. To
conclude, instead of less green and open spaces, cities will need much more of them in the
future. However, research shows that in many cities, the amount of green is dwindling [15].
Therefore, increased efforts are required to make the high value of green spaces more
tangible and measurable in politics and administration.

1.2. Adapting the Ecosystem Service Approach for Urban Environments

An important question is how the importance of green and open spaces can be better
integrated into future urban development. Quantifications of urban ecosystem services are
an increasingly used approach for this purpose, which can put the services or benefits of
green spaces in the city into a measurable value [25–27]. Tangible values are an important
basis for argumentation in many planning processes, such as urban land use planning, or
can be used to protect specific green areas.

If the whole city is considered as an urban ecosystem, the original definition encom-
passes all green and blue areas in a city, i.e., roadside trees, lawns/parks, urban forest,
cultivated land, wetlands, lakes/ponds, and streams [26,28,29]. There is some disagree-
ment among experts as to whether the technical elements of built-up space (industry,
houses, sealed surfaces such as streets) should be considered as elements of this ecosys-
tem [30]. In order to consider the city from a system’s perspective, the investigation of
both constructional–technical and ecological-living elements seems to be necessary. This is
especially true if a section of the city is considered, such as a district or a block of buildings,
and, for example, the effects of their environment on the human health burden caused
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by heat, noise or air pollutants. Accordingly, it lends itself to include negative effects
(urban disservices) of the technical elements in order to ultimately be able to draw an
overall balance.

In order not to conflict with the original concept, we will refer to urban ecosystem
services (UES) and disservices (UEDS) in the following in line with, e.g., [31]. Typical UES
can be classified into four broad categories [4,31]:

• Supporting–e.g., water cycling, air filtration and biodiversity;
• Provisioning–e.g., supply of food and fiber;
• Regulating–e.g., regulation of global (carbon storage) and microclimate (coo-ling

via shading);
• Cultural–e.g., promoting human well-being.

A review published in 2020 confirms increasing academic interest in UES and shows
that studies on UES mostly captured the above-mentioned large green units via spatial
proxy, model or remote sensing methods and calls for more research on small-scale struc-
tures [32]. In many cities, there are large areas without urban forests, or any larger public
green spaces. Instead, these areas are characterized by a small-scale mosaic of public and
private greenery, consisting, e.g., of roadside trees or greenery, individual trees, hedges,
flower beds, gardens, lawns. These can only be captured via local mapping and remain
largely or completely unconsidered in all other, currently common methods such as remote
sensing or modeling.

These small green spaces also make a significant contribution to local UES and the well-
being of inhabitants. For example, the soothing effect of the sight of greenery in the midst
of built structures, the improvement of the microclimate through shading, evaporation
or the retention of rainwater, and the contribution to the preservation of biodiversity and
connectivity of larger green spaces [33,34].

1.3. Assessment of Urban Green on the Micro-Scale

Currently, a major problem in considering small-scale green areas and private trees is
data availability. If city governments have a tree or green space cadaster within their city
limits, these data can be used to develop certain state or ecosystem service indicators [24].
These data are generally only available for public areas since this is maintained by gardening
departments, but are largely lacking for private property, to the best of our knowledge.
In addition, it is not certain that available data sets include the necessary parameters to
calculate the desired indicators.

The approach chosen in this study assumes, that certain UES and UEDS can be
assigned to certain types of urban surfaces. With regard to climate adaptation, the surface
types relevant for the system ‘city’ were roughly differentiated primarily according to
their degree of soil sealing. In addition, individual functions that form the basis for UES
and UEDS [29] were identified via a literature review; their functions were compiled
within the city system. Various ecosystem services are therefore indirectly captured via
the quantitative recording of surface types. In the case of green spaces, these are various
regulating services and few providing and cultural UES [35]. In order to ensure the usability
of the approach in administrations and planning offices, this approach must be linked to
the planning routines in a sensible way.

1.4. Research Question and Approach

This contribution aims therefore (a) to develop a micro-scale methodology to systemat-
ically quantify small-scale green spaces and to represent them via indicators, (b) to link this
methodology to the ecosystem service concept, especially with regard to climate adaptation
and biodiversity, and (c) to exemplarily apply it to an urban district and to comparatively
evaluate the green spaces of the public and private areas.

Thus, a qualitative evaluation concept was developed, which assigns different types
of areas (biological-physical) and trees their functions with regard to climate adaptation
and biodiversity by means of literature research. These inherent functions of each area and
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the trees represent the basis of any ecosystem services or disservices emanating from the
area. Complete information about the biotope types and tree stock of a densely populated
inner-city area, characterized by diverse parameters, allows for a detailed descriptive and
comparative analysis of the data via UES indicators. From this, strategies can be derived to
maintain or improve the urbane green stock.

The distinctive criterion regarding the green infrastructure is its user accessibility,
distinguishing between areas that are easily accessible to the public (public) and areas that
are difficult to reach or not publicly useable (private, i.e., backyards of block buildings).
Note that the distinction in private and public in this case therefore does not necessarily
correspond to the ownership, as is the case in other studies [36,37]. The results are also
discussed from a practical usability point of view in administration and planning. A
peculiarity of the contribution is its comprehensive insights into the small-scale green
infrastructure of an urban district, subdivided into public and private space, which has
been reported rarely so far.

2. Materials and Methods

The overall aim was to develop a practical method to map and evaluate local urban
greenery using the ecosystem service approach. This method should be quantitative,
area based, and applied at the microscale (local). It should be applicable not only for
large green infrastructure (parks, green areas, forests) but also for small-scale greenery.
Additionally, the resulting data and evaluating indicators should be of practical use for
local municipalities.

To meet the above requirements, the ecosystem service approach had to be applied to
typical surface types of urban space (Section 2.1). For each surface type, urban ecosystem
services and disservices described in the literature were identified. This overview allows a
first qualitative assessment of the individual surface types regarding their UES and UEDS.
The focus was on regulating UES with a significance for climate adaptation (heat and heavy
rainfall) and on providing UES regarding biodiversity.

The next requirement was to guarantee that local municipalities are familiar with
the type of data and can actually use it in urban planning practice and spatial manage-
ment. Therefore, an applied method to map and evaluate biotopes outside cities-which
is normally used in landscape planning as well as to meet the needs of the building and
nature conservation law–was developed further for the purpose of mapping small-scale
urban greenery (biotopes [m2] and trees). In addition, status indicators as well as specific
ecosystem service indicators were developed for the area biotopes and trees (Section 2.2).

This method was then applied to a structurally dense inner-city district in south-west-
Germany, which contains no large blue or green infrastructure but is characterized only by
small-scale greenery (Section 2.3). The area was further subdivided into publicly accessible
areas (streets, paths, squares) and private areas (courtyards of block developments). For
the vast majority of areas, this subdivision is also consistent with ownership (public versus
private). In total, an area of 342.695 m2 was mapped and analyzed.

2.1. A General Approach to Link Urban Space and Greenery with Ecosystem Services Regarding
Climate Adaptation

Each form of urban green possesses particular functions, which they provide through
their natural properties or metabolic processes. From these functions, so-called ecosystem
services or disservices can be derived, i.e., the consequences resulting from these functions
are evaluated with regard to their benefit potential (UES) or harmful potential (UEDS)
for humans.

These relationships have been systematized as “pathway from ecosystem structure and
processes to human well-being” by De Groot et al. (2010) [38], respectively, under the term
“service cascade” by Potschin and Haines-Young (2011) [39] for the purposes of the UES
concept and allow a concise representation of the logic underlying the ecosystem service
paradigm. Figure 1 shows the methodology chosen in this study (grey and green boxes)
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in relation to the original concept (Figure 1b), which derives specific UES and benefits for
human health from biophysical structures and their functions.
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Figure 1. The methodology used in this study combines (a) an area approach with the classification
of urban space into surface types (gray box) with (b) the ecosystem service cascade model (green box)
which was initially proposed by De Groot et al. 2010 [38] and Potschin and Haynes-Young 2011 [39].

The relationship between functions and service will be briefly described from the
perspective of climate adaptation to summer heat. The metabolism of trees, for example,
binds CO2 (function → ESS climate protection) as well as part of the incoming solar
radiation, which thus does not contribute to local warming. The water evaporating through
the leaves cools the surrounding air, and the shade provided by the leaves cools both the
ground beneath the tree, i.e., the living space for people outside and-if the tree shades a
building–also the building inside (function→ ESS climate adaptation) [40–43]. All in all,
the described functions lead to the UES “microclimate regulation” or, more specifically,
“local cooling”, which in turn contributes to the maintenance of human well-being in the
urban environment during summer heat (right side of the cascade: contribution to human
well-being, “benefits”).

A specific tree’s contribution in this respect depends on many factors, including the size
and density of the crown, leaf area index (LAI), the availability of water in the root zone, the
tree species, but also on local meteorological environmental conditions such as temperature,
wind, solar radiation patterns and relative humidity [40]. A quantitative estimation of
the UES regarding certain tree characteristics therefore always needs to be understood
as a rough approximation, which is particularly useful for comparative considerations
in planning and, depending on the question, sufficiently accurate for assessing the UES
and UEDS.

Similarly, any space that represents either certain forms of urban green or built infras-
tructure performs such functions and is therefore inherently linked to certain UES or UEDS.
Mapping surface types therefore already allows for a qualitative assessment of existing
UES and UEDS of an area and thus provides qualitative indicators. Mapping creates an
inventory of the surfaces, through which both quantitative state and ecosystem service
indicators can be derived. A comparable concept was presented by Wurster and Artmann
in 2014 [44], which divided different surface types into Service Providing Units and Service
Reducing Units.

Figure 2 provides an overview of the different functions that can be assigned to
individual surface types. Since the focus of this study is on the climate adaptation issues of
heat and heavy rainfall, the surface types were first differentiated according to the degree of
soil sealing, which has a great significance for both heat and heavy rainfall. From a natural
science point of view, the urban microclimate is ultimately the result of the ground-level
radiation budget and the ability to exchange air. The high heat storage capacity of building
materials compared to trees and green spaces leads to the overheating of cities at night
compared to the surrounding countryside. Due to this characteristic, buildings and sealed
surfaces cause high UEDS in summer. This overheating causes negative consequences for
the health of city dwellers, which is reduced by the cooling effects of green spaces and trees.
At the same time, the natural water balance in urban areas is disturbed; sealed surfaces can
lead to local flooding during heavy rainfall (compared to green areas) [45,46].
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Figure 2. From a surface-based approach to ecosystem services. The graphic illustrates the concept
of connecting urban surface types and trees with their functions/effects (+ green), potential for
functions/effects (+ blue) and malfunctions/negative effects (− red). These functions form the basis
for all UES (compare Figure 1), i.e., the more positive functions a surface type fulfills, the greater its
benefit for climate adaptation or biodiversity or, on contrary, the more malfunctions the greater its
negative effects. The term “function” goes back to the cascade model of UES and describes (ecological)
processes that originate from the biophysical structures (here: surface types) [31,38,39]. Functions
listed are taken from current literature [28,47–49].

It is precisely this accumulation of UEDS and the associated burdens that gives rise to
the high value of the reducing UES of trees and the urban green. Therefore, large individual
trees in cities are valued differently than the same tree in a village or even in a forest. In
addition, the high pressure on space in the city means that even greater efforts—and thus
monetary valuations—are required to preserve green spaces and trees in order to provide
an adequate counterpart to the high pressure.

Using Indicators to Quantify Ecosystem Services Directly and Indirectly

The evaluation is based on indicators. Indicators are measurable (proxy) facts that
serve to reduce the complexity of an observation as well as—if necessary—the estimation of
not directly measurable circumstances. Indicators can therefore be interpreted as measured
variables, proxy variables, characteristic variables or key variables. Among other things,
they are suitable as a basis for planning decisions, for recording conditions and changes in
conditions (monitoring), early warning signs for a need for action, as a basis for comparisons
(benchmarking) and for informing and sensitizing selected groups of actors.

There are several sources from which indicators may be derived: local authorities,
urban planners or district managers could create customized indicators as a response to
local circumstances and possible problems, in a bottom-up process preferably including
residents, local initiatives and organizations. On the other hand, viable indicators might
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come top-down from experts’ opinions, literature research and especially already existing
indicator systems of higher organizational levels. For example, this might be the UN’s
SDG indicators [50], the European Commission’s indicator set [51] or–for example in
Germany–national, sub-national, municipal or (public) authorities’ indicators [52,53].

Indicators should be standardized, based on existing or available data or at least
easily collectible to improve their applicability. Moreover, they need to be designed to
be applicable to the issues they’re targeted at. At the same time, they must be easy to
understand and apply, for planners, managers and other professionals, as well as for the
general public.

The indicators in the aforementioned sets are sufficiently sophisticated, but mostly not
too complex and usually centered around easily available data. Likewise, the indicators
used in this paper try to strike this balance, too and capture the underlying states and
circumstances to allow for comparisons between districts, cities, and over time, whilst
maintaining some straightforwardness. Where possible, the indicators use existing data,
similar to the tree cadaster, but complement them where necessary. If new data need to be
collected, the standardized approach is described, too.

2.2. Evaluating Urban Greenery at the Microscale

Cities usually have digitized data sets of public green spaces, at least at the scale level
of land use plans. In land use plans, green areas such as parks, permanent allotments and
forests are recorded, but not small-scale biotopes. Public small green spaces were partly
digitized as a working basis for the parks departments, but under different aspects. The
city squares represented in the study area with a green share of 2 to 15% and a degree
of soil sealing of 69–91% [54] were designated as green spaces in the administrative data,
which was not suitable for an actual evaluation of green structures.

In addition, comprehensive data of non-public areas are rarely available for both area
biotopes and trees. For a small-scale and comparative assessment of the existing green
stock of an urban district, data collection via on-site inspections in both public and private
areas was therefore essential.

The data obtained in this way can then be used to derive various indicators or ecosys-
tem services. Figure 3 gives an overview of the methodology used in this study from data
collection via digitization to the GIS database and the indicators derived therefrom.
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system services. Figure 3 gives an overview of the methodology used in this study from 
data collection via digitization to the GIS database and the indicators derived therefrom. 

 

Figure 3. Methodological framework of this study, showing data collection, the resulting GIS-
based dataset and the indicators developed from this. Indicators are specifically described in
Sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2. * parameters: tree species, height, size, breast height diameter and
crown diameter.
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2.2.1. Field Survey and Evaluation of Urban Trees

Since the city administration or the parks department are directly responsible for the
tree populations in the public areas (maintenance, traffic safety, etc.), there is usually a
municipal tree cadaster, which contains inventories of trees in public areas of this city. This
cadaster contains various information, which should include tree species, tree height, tree
crown diameter and trunk circumference in addition to location coordinates [24,55].

However, such data do not usually exist for private tree populations, for example in
backyards, gardens, etc. It is therefore neither known how many trees occur there, which
species they belong to, nor how large they are. For an overall assessment of the UES
and UEDS of an urban district, they therefore must be recorded individually. Although
tree inventories can also be obtained from satellite images or airplane/drone footage and
derived data, these methods do not approach the reliability of the data obtained from field
surveys [56]. Another advantage of field survey is that data can be collected specifically
according to the question or desired (UES) indicator. In addition to the recording of lo-
cation and tree species, further parameters to be recorded result from the desired indicators
or UES.

In this study, a total of four different UES indicators were examined, for which the
following tree characteristics were recorded:

• Geographical coordinates;
• Species;
• Height;
• Breast height diameter (BHD);
• Crown diameter.

The tree species were determined by botanically trained students and an expert
botanist and partially verified using a plant identification book [57] or Pl@ntNet app. Breast
height diameter is defined as the diameter of the tree at a height of 1.30 m above the ground
and was recorded using a tape measure. Tree height was recorded using the Vertex IV and
Transponder T3 (Haglöf Sweden AB) according to the instruction manual. Crown diameter
was recorded by walking on the ground in two directions (vertically or as a cross, midpoint
trunk) to reduce estimation uncertainties due to directional differences in crown extent.
Crown diameter was obtained from the mean of two individual data.

Abundance
This condition indicator describes the number of trees-expressed, for example, per

area or per unit area. As shown in Figure 2, trees in cities provide the most UES–the more
trees, the more benefits. The number of trees allows, e.g., comparative analyses over time
or of urban areas and the identification of areas of need.

Biodiversity/species diversity
Based on the parameter tree species, several status indicators can be derived, e.g.,:

• Number of species per area [m2, hectare] or study site;
• The abundance of individual species per area/site;
• A ranking of tree species in given areas.

Carbon storage
An important UES of trees is the ability to absorb carbon dioxide by photosynthesis

and to sequester it in the long term. The amount of carbon stored by a tree depends on
many parameters and can be estimated approximately by different methods (e.g., [58,59]).
In this paper, the focus was on a rough estimate of the stored amount of CO2 per tree using
parameters that are easy collectable. This was achieved by means of estimation tables of
carbon storage for the tree species beech, oak, pine and spruce, which were published by
the Bayrische Landesanstalt für Wald und Forstwirtschaft (LWF: Bavarian State Institute
for Forests and Forestry). Other tree species were assigned to the individual tree codes by
means of a literature search. The necessary input parameters are tree species, tree height
and breast height diameter.
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Shading
Urban trees significantly mitigate the heating of the ground (and building surfaces)

in summer due to shading of the canopy [43,54,60,61]. The canopy diameter provides a
quantitative estimate of the tree cover and its minimum shading potential (“crown foot-
print”) [60]. More detailed analyses of the shading effect require special input parameters
and complex simulation tools, such as ENVI-met [62].

2.2.2. Mapping and Evaluating Biotopes/Green Spatial Elements

The mapping of areas in the open land was based on the regionally common mapping
method for open land biotopes in planning. This type of mapping is usually used in
Germany in the open countryside (outside area, according to §35 of the German Building
Code (BauGB) as soon as this is to be converted to building land in order to compensate for
interventions in the natural balance within the meaning of the Nature Conservation and
Building Act. The selection and differentiation of biotope types is therefore familiar to both
specialized administrative departments and planning offices.

The area-precise mapping of the biotopes was carried out with the help of DIN A
3 map templates, which contained both an orthophoto of the area (City of Karlsruhe, 2017)
and the property and building boundaries (Civil Engineering Office Karlsruhe). In the field,
biotopes were surveyed and these as well as tree locations were drawn in based on the
boundaries and the aerial photo comparison. Roof overhangs of the orthoimage cover the
underlying biotope areas, so GIS shapefiles for building and property boundaries were
necessary for area-accurate mapping or digitization.

Of the many natural biotope types (>100) found in this mapping key, only some are
found in the city. These were then categorized according to their degree of sealing and
according to their UES as shown in Figure 1 in different types of areas. First, sealed/partially
sealed areas (buildings, paths/squares, roads, elements such as walls or fountains) are
distinguished from completely unsealed areas (greened area, un-greened area). A certain
type of area can include different types of biotopes. Green areas comprise the largest
number of different biotope types (12), whereby mainly low vegetation up to shrubs are
summarized here, and trees form a separate category. In addition to the classification of the
biotope type, other characteristics of the green space were noted: the presence of native
species, of non-planted species, the amount of understory for shrubs and hedges, particular
species poverty or richness.

The digitization of the dataset was carried out in QGIS version 3.6 Noosa and was
based on an aerial photograph and other basic GIS data of the city of Karlsruhe. The
building and road boundaries were particularly relevant, so that the resulting dataset can
be used directly as part of the city’s GIS geometry. The resulting dataset is therefore part of
the work routine of both the city administration and planning offices. This is to ensure that
the resulting data basis and analyses can be used and transferred directly in practice.

With regard to the biotope types, Figure 2 and Table 1 unite thematically. The most
basic distinguishing feature for an urban area here is the degree of sealing, i.e., sealed or
unsealed. From here, a rough distinction follows according to surface types or biophysical
structures. This serves for the rough assignment of first UES and UEDS, which mainly
depend on sealing, use (e.g., car traffic) and structure (3D structure of buildings). The finest
granular level are the biotope types. The sealed areas are differentiated here once again
according to the degree of sealing. The surface type green area, on the other hand, is divided
into 13 different types of green infrastructure, reflecting the diversity and importance of
this group for the UES. The mapping of the biotope types for the entire study area provides
a data basis from which, in principle, indicators can be developed for all UES or UEDS,
as shown in Figure 2. This study uses two indicators, which are already used in planning
practice (degree of soil sealing and evaporation), and developed two new indicators, as
briefly described below.
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Area shares
With the help of the quantitative area data, a wide variety of questions can be ad-

dressed, e.g., the frequency distribution or the proportion of different biotope types in
the overall district. The area distribution can be used to assign study areas to specific
development types. In this way, separate urban districts of a city or of different cities can be
characterized on the basis of the development type and thus be compared better. Ultimately,
approximate values for UES can be determined from a set of individual surveys, which can
be used for modeling, simulations, etc. [63].

Degree of soil sealing
This indicator reflects a basic valuation basis-sealed or unsealed, with slight gradations

for different types of sealing. A fully sealed area causes many of the UEDS shown in
Figure 2, e.g., high runoff, strong heating and no soil function. Thus, the degree of soil
sealing is an important indicator from which various aspects can be evaluated. For example,
it can be used by authorities or municipalities to estimate urban heat island (UHI) effects or
for urban runoff management [46,64]. The high resolution of the data presented here also
allows for a parcel-specific estimation of the potential for unsealing [65], which, together
with greening, represents a valuable climate adaptation measure.

Evaporation
Potentials for their local evapotranspiration contribution can be assigned to the in-

dividual biotope types. Such a qualitative assessment includes the soil/surface and its
ability to absorb, store and evaporate rainwater (unsealed and ungreened) or to make it
available to plants (unsealed and greened) (compare Figure 2). The evaporation potential
of sealed surfaces is generally limited to the short period of wetting after a rainfall and
is therefore considered to be very low. The actual evapotranspiration depends on many
factors, which include the soil aspects, but also plant type, meteorological conditions, as
well as the irrigation situation (natural or technical) and thus the amount of evaporable
water in the system [66]. To strengthen the link to practice, this study used a guideline from
the city of Karlsruhe for qualitative estimation of evapotranspiration potential by biotope
type [67].

Potential for species diversity and habitat
Cities can host a variety of plants, and this urban plant biodiversity in turn provides the

habitat for diverse animal species. Therefore, for each of the 20 biotope types, a literature
review was conducted with the aim of assessing its potential in terms of plant species
diversity, as well as its potential as habitat for insects and small animals such as birds and
rodents. The resulting evaluation is listed in Table 1.

Table 1. Classification of main surface types, subclassification of biotopes and categories of connected
UES indicators. Note that poor to very good (poor to v.g.) indicates a wider range of the habitat
potential depending on specific characteristics of the garden, e.g., the level of sealing or biological
gardening, plant species composition. * Sealing and evaporation were initially presented in [68].

Area Type No. Biotope Type Habitat Potential Sealing * Evaporation *

un-sealed green area

1 group of trees very good unsealed medium

2 bushes; shrubbery good unsealed medium

3 hedges; row of shrubs medium unsealed medium

4 blackberry scrub good unsealed medium

5 ruderal vegetation good unsealed poor

6 flower bed; border good unsealed medium

7 ground cover planting medium unsealed medium
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Table 1. Cont.

Area Type No. Biotope Type Habitat Potential Sealing * Evaporation *

8 lawn medium unsealed medium

9 patchy treat vegetation medium unsealed poor

10 ornamental lawn poor unsealed medium

11 kitchen garden medium (poor to v.g.) partially sealed medium

12 ornamental garden medium (poor to v.g.) partially sealed medium

13 mixed garden type medium (poor to v.g.) partially sealed medium

ungreened 14 unpaved road or square poor unsealed none to poor

sealed

building 15 buildings sealed none to medium

path/square
16 cobbled road or square none partially sealed none

17 path/square with gravel,
crushed stone poor partially sealed none to poor

road/square 18 completely sealed street
or square none sealed none

element 19 small water bodies
(well/pond) none/good sealed high

element 20 grouted wall; natural
stone wall poor/good sealed none

2.3. Case Studies: UES in a City District in Karlsruhe and Mannheim

The study area of the inner-city east of Karlsruhe has an area of 342,695 m2, of which
about half (49.5%) are buildings. The dominant building structure is perimeter block
development. The area includes a total of 28 blocks with over 100 courtyards, some of
which vary greatly in shape, orientation and size (total block: 2060 m2 to 21,900 m2). The
courtyards (mostly private and publicly inaccessible) cover about 24.2% of the total study
area, 26.4% are public open spaces (streets, squares, paths). The courtyards vary in their
characteristics from largely (>50%) unsealed and greened (4 out of 28) to completely sealed
or heavily re-densified (at least 11 out of 28) [68]. In 2019, approximately 6450 people lived
in the study area.

In this study, the mapping key valid for the state of Baden-Wurttemberg was used [69][,
as well as the somewhat refined extension of the city of Karlsruhe with regard to urban
biotopes (not publicly accessible). The mapping work was carried out during a student
internship from June to August 2020. Since the study area does not contain any larger
green spaces (parks, sports fields, etc.) and therefore mainly small-scale biotopes were
to be expected, a mapping scale of 1:100 was chosen. The size of the biotopes [m2] was
estimated by walking and drawn in aerial photographs, which contained building and
path boundaries for better orientation (data of the civil engineering office of the city of
Karlsruhe). At the same time, existing trees were recorded. The mapping of the entire area
took place under difficult conditions, since the mapping persons had to gain access to the
mostly inaccessible backyards by ringing bells and asking for permission.

The city of Karlsruhe has a GIS-based tree cadaster that contains information about
the trees in the public areas. This was used for the analyses of the trees in the public area
(n = 340), whereas in the private area (n = 610) the trees were mapped over the course of
the study. Few trees (n = 11) of the public area were also included in the mapping process.
In total, this resulted in a total data set of 950 trees in the study area.

Working with the cadastral data, it was found that the city’s dataset only included the
tree species for all trees in the public domain. The parameters height and BHD were only
recorded for a part of the tree population, the crown diameter not at all. From the total data
set of 950 trees, there were available for calculation:
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• Carbon storage (parameter: height and BHD): 597 (63%), of which 416 were private
(=private share: 68%) and 181 public (=public share: 53%).

• Shading (parameter: crown diameter): 605 (64%), of which 594 private (=share private:
99%) and 11 public (=share public: 3%)

The subsequent digitization of the biotopes (polygon) and trees (points) was performed
with the open software QGIS version. The evaluation of the data was also carried out with
QGIS and Excel.

3. Results

In the following section, the results of the mapping and the evaluation of area-related
indicators (area reference: hectares) are presented. The study area comprises 28 different
perimeter block developments, which incorporate more than 100 backyards. There was
seldom free access to the backyards. Usually, entry had to be requested by ringing the bell
at private households (blocks in private hands) or via a permit (blocks in public hands).
However, only 0.3% or 986 m2 of the total area could not been mapped due to limited
access to the backyards.

3.1. Presentation of Urban Green Stock Via Official Data Bases and Public Maps

The land-use map (Landsat 2010) of the State Office for the Environment (LUBW)
dominantly identifies the class “settlement-dense” for the study area, although some
misinterpreted pixels (scattered fruit, arable land, vineyard/orchard) already indicate
existing greenery.

Beyond that, the geoportal of the city of Karlsruhe does not offer a more detailed land
use map. The basic map of the geoportal marks areas with a green color, which according
to the biotope mapping partly contain flower beds, but are otherwise largely sealed. In
comparison, the map for green spaces marks other areas, mostly city squares, which can all
be described as largely to completely sealed as a result of a preliminary field survey [54].
This is most likely due to public green areas being defined here according to the German
building code as “local facilities withdrawn from private use and thus from the outset
neither buildable nor subject to contributions (§ 9 para. 1 No. 15 BauGB).

Concluding, neither the land use maps nor the special maps of the public geoportal
provide information on the actual stock of urban greenery at the microscale.

3.2. Area-Specific Analyses Using Field Mapped Data
3.2.1. Area Shares of Surface Types and Biotope Types

In total, 20 different biotope types were identified within the city district under inves-
tigation, of which 14 belong to the unsealed and 6 to the sealed area type. The resulting
GIS geodatabase comprises 928 polygon shapes. A list of area shares per biotope type is
provided in Appendix A.

Although it is a high-density inner-city district with 89.7% sealed area, the results
of the microscale mapping show that valuable green spaces are present at 10.0% of the
total area. The building structure is mainly block structure, which is categorized as the
building structure with the worst effects on warming and heat stress, e.g., in the Karlsruhe
framework plan concerning adaptation to heat.

Block buildings occupy 49.5% of the total area, with an additional 1.2% of small
buildings and garages within these blocks. As illustrated in Figure 4, the negative effects
of the buildings due to sealing and building mass can be mitigated by certain measures
such as green roofs (water retention, cooling effect especially with intensive greening)
or shading via photovoltaic systems. An estimation of the roofs made by means of the
ortho aerial photograph shows that 87% of the roof areas are not yet used, about 10% are
greened (of which about 60% extensive, 20% roof garden/potted plants, 20% intensive)
and photovoltaics are installed on 2% of the roof areas. Therefore, there is a clear potential
to mitigate heat and heavy rain events locally through green roofs and retention on the one
hand, and to contribute to climate protection through more PV systems on the other hand.
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Figure 4. Overview of the inner-city district studied, and the types of areas identified.

Besides the buildings, another 39.1% of the total area belongs to the sealed category. Of
this, 20.5% of the area is completely sealed and mostly used as a road, with the correspond-
ing negative side effects. The remaining 18.6% are (partially) sealed paths and squares with
different surface conditions and elements such as fountains and single (stone) walls.

The remaining 10% of the area is unsealed and includes areal green spaces and un-
paved areas and paths as well as groups of trees. Single and row trees are treated separately
in the next chapter. Figure 4 gives an overview of the distribution of surface types for the
study area. Most of the green stands are located in the private areas. The authors refrain
from showing the higher-resolution biotope types here to protect the privacy of the owners.

The following considerations refer only to the ground level areas (173,231 m2). The
areas of the perimeter buildings (169,463 m2) were excluded from the calculation.

3.2.2. Surface and Biotope Type Coverage and Their Comparison within Public and Private
Space at the Microscale

If the study area is analyzed separately according to the accessibility of the areas or
in public and private space, significant differences between the two areas become evident.
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While the public sector includes a large part of the streets or fully sealed areas and only
3.6% of unsealed areas, 37.2% of the areas in the private sector can be assigned to the green
area and unsealed area type. An overview of the division of the area into private and public
space, as well as their shares of surface types and biotope types, is given in Figure 5.

Sustainability 2022, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 14 of 27 
 

3.6% of unsealed areas, 37.2% of the areas in the private sector can be assigned to the green 
area and unsealed area type. An overview of the division of the area into private and 
public space, as well as their shares of surface types and biotope types, is given in Figure 
5. 

 
Figure 5. Examination of the surface types and biotope types of the ground level surface differenti-
ated into public and private space. 

The green space comprises seven different biotope types on 3261 m2 in the public 
space and 13 different biotope types on 30,469 m2 in the private backyards. 

Some results of this and the following section have already been published in a sim-
ilar way [68] and are listed and supplemented here for consistency. 

3.2.3. Stock and UES Indicators of Urban Greenery at the Microscale 
In addition to the area shares, the stock indicator sealing and the UES indicators evap-

oration and habitat/biodiversity potential provide further possibilities to observe and 
evaluate the development of the city district with regard to its UES (Figure 6). 

As expected from the examination of the area shares (Section 3.2.2), the private space 
has the highest shares of UES. Due to its share of green areas, the positive impact on the 
microclimate (evaporation) or biodiversity (habitat potential) is higher than in the publicly 
accessible area. Overall, however, the proportion of green areas of the private space com-
pared to the total private rea, adding the buildings (and their UEDS), amounts to only 
9.0%. 

Figure 5. Examination of the surface types and biotope types of the ground level surface differentiated
into public and private space.

The green space comprises seven different biotope types on 3261 m2 in the public
space and 13 different biotope types on 30,469 m2 in the private backyards.

Some results of this and the following section have already been published in a similar
way [68] and are listed and supplemented here for consistency.

3.2.3. Stock and UES Indicators of Urban Greenery at the Microscale

In addition to the area shares, the stock indicator sealing and the UES indicators
evaporation and habitat/biodiversity potential provide further possibilities to observe and
evaluate the development of the city district with regard to its UES (Figure 6).

As expected from the examination of the area shares (Section 3.2.2), the private space
has the highest shares of UES. Due to its share of green areas, the positive impact on
the microclimate (evaporation) or biodiversity (habitat potential) is higher than in the
publicly accessible area. Overall, however, the proportion of green areas of the private
space compared to the total private rea, adding the buildings (and their UEDS), amounts to
only 9.0%.



Sustainability 2022, 14, 9029 15 of 26Sustainability 2022, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 15 of 27 
 

 
Figure 6. Depiction of the stock indicator sealing and the UES indicators evapotranspiration and 
habitat potential, considered  over all surface types (left side) and only for the surface type “green 
area” (right side). 

3.3. Tree Stocks in Private Versus Public Areas 
3.3.1. Data Situation 

The biotope types had to be mapped for the entire study area, as no applicable data 
was available. The tree inventory for the public space could be based on the tree cadaster 
of the city administration. In the private areas, trees and their parameters species, height, 
breast height diameter and crown diameter were mapped. Correspondingly, the tree pop-
ulation of 985 m2 backyard area is missing, to which the mappers did not have access. 

The tree cadaster contains information on location, species, height and BHD. Accord-
ing to the green space office Karlsruhe, this information is recorded per tree when it is 
planted and later updated when the individual tree is visited for maintenance measures. 
The degree of updating of the data is therefore inhomogeneous. Data on height and BHD, 
which increase over time due to tree growth, are therefore not always up to date. It can be 
thus assumed that the latter parameters are underestimated for several trees within the 
cadaster compared with their actual state. No information is available on the crown 

Figure 6. Depiction of the stock indicator sealing and the UES indicators evapotranspiration and
habitat potential, considered over all surface types (left side) and only for the surface type “green
area” (right side).

3.3. Tree Stocks in Private Versus Public Areas
3.3.1. Data Situation

The biotope types had to be mapped for the entire study area, as no applicable data
was available. The tree inventory for the public space could be based on the tree cadaster
of the city administration. In the private areas, trees and their parameters species, height,
breast height diameter and crown diameter were mapped. Correspondingly, the tree
population of 985 m2 backyard area is missing, to which the mappers did not have access.

The tree cadaster contains information on location, species, height and BHD. According
to the green space office Karlsruhe, this information is recorded per tree when it is planted
and later updated when the individual tree is visited for maintenance measures. The degree
of updating of the data is therefore inhomogeneous. Data on height and BHD, which
increase over time due to tree growth, are therefore not always up to date. It can be thus
assumed that the latter parameters are underestimated for several trees within the cadaster
compared with their actual state. No information is available on the crown diameter of
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the individual trees, which is why the indicator shading could only be calculated for the
private space.

3.3.2. Distribution, Abundance and Species Diversity

Figure 7 shows the location of the trees, with a separate view on the 5 most common
tree species, as well as the number of trees and the number of species for the entire district as
well as the public and private space. Boxplots show the distribution of growth parameters.
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Figure 7. Overview of the locations (map) and number (map and column chart) of urban trees in
the study area. In addition, the distribution of the growth parameters crown diameter, BHD and
height are shown, separated by the location of the tree in the public or private area (boxplots). Purple
line = boundary of the study area; x in boxplot = medium value; ◦ in boxplot = statistical outliers.

In the high-density downtown area, there are almost twice as many trees in the private
courtyards (n = 610) as there are in the public area (n = 340). Expressed as an indicator of
the number of trees per hectare, this translates to:

• Total area (surface and buildings): 27.7 trees/hectare;
• Public space: 37.6 trees/hectare;
• Private space: 73.7 trees/hectare.

In addition, there are 3.5 times as many tree species in the courtyards as along the
streets, paths and squares. However, young trees < 5 cm BHD are also found in the
courtyards (BHD 1–4 cm: n = 22 or 4% of private trees), whereas the smallest tree of the
public area had a BHD of 5 cm. The young trees < 5 cm were either emerging wild growth
mainly from Ailanthus altissima, which is strongly self-propagating here, or young trees
that were bought and planted small by private individuals for cost reasons (statement of
a resident). The trees with the largest BHD were found in the private area, whereas, on
average, the height of the trees as well as the maximum height was smaller there than in
the public area.
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An overview about the number of tree species as well as the most frequent 6 tree
species in both subareas is given in Table 2. In total, 95 different tree species grow in the
study area. The most abundant species is Acer campestre with a total of 91 individuals or
nearly 10% of the total trees. The species diversity in the private area is greater than in the
public area, both in terms of the actual number of species and in relation to the number of
existing trees. This is expressed as an indicator of the number of species per hectare:

• Total area (surface and buildings): 2.8 species/hectare;
• Public space: 2.2 species/hectare;
• Private space: 9.1 species/hectare.

Table 2. Characteristics of tree species distribution in the public and private area.

Tree Stock Public Area Private Area

number of species 20 75

species with 1 individual only 7 (35%) 20 (27%)

no. of 6 most abundant species 289 (88%) 243 (40%)

rank 1 Platanus spec. (n = 76) Ailanthus altissima (n = 60)
rank 2 Acer campestre (n = 64) Taxus spec. (n = 48)
rank 3 Acer platanoides (n = 51) Prunus serrulata (n = 45)
rank 4 Corylus colurna (n = 49) Carpinus betulus (n = 41)
rank 5 Robinia pseudoacacia (n = 31) Acer campestre (n = 27)
rank 6 Castanea sativa (n = 27) Aesculus rubicunda (n = 22)

It is clearly evident that in the public area, few tree species make up the majority of
individuals. Here, the six most abundant species comprise 88% of the total tree population,
whereas in the private sector the six most abundant species represent only 40% of the
number of trees. In conclusion, the species diversity in the private arear is considerably
higher and more balanced than in the public area. This relationship is visualized in Figure 8.
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Figure 8. Visualization of the distribution of the number of trees per species, differentiated according
to public and private area.

3.3.3. UES Carbon Storage and Shading

The amount of stored carbon could be determined for 338 trees (99.4%) of the public
domain and 602 trees (98.7%) of the private domain.

Dividing the total stored carbon of each subarea by its number of trees yields re-
markably similar values (public: 758.3 kg; private: 756.2 kg)-despite the different size
distribution of the trees (see Figure 7). If this value can be confirmed over further urban
areas, this value could be an alternative to more elaborate methods as a rough but very
simple approximation.

The area-based indicator yields values that are generally comparable between
city districts:
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• Total area (surface and buildings): 20,763 kg carbon storage/hectare;
• Public space: 28,339 kg carbon storage/hectare;
• Private space: 54,984 kg carbon storage/hectare.

The highly simplified shading by trees (as canopy footprint) is calculated to 20,788 m2.
Accordingly, 25% of the total area of the backyards is shaded by trees (simplified). The
actual sun shadow volume differs due to solar altitude, also the shading of buildings is not
considered. This indicator also describes the receiving surface for precipitation.

The analysis of the distribution of the shading area shows that 59% of the considered
trees in the private sector shade an area of 1 to 25 m2, and 80% shade 1 to 50 m2 (Figure 9).
The maximum value of a single tree was 491 m2, a total of 9 trees (1%) have shading
capacities greater than 300 m2 per single tree.
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4. Discussion

The results of this study show, that it is possible to assign differentiated qualitative and
quantitative indicators for ecosystem services and disservices (UES/UEDS) to biotope types
and urban trees. By means of field surveys, every type of urban green space (i.e., biotope
types), both public and private, was recorded for an inner-city district. Using these data,
district-wide indicators were developed. With the help of this data set, issues of different
scales can be addressed: from single biotopes to the comparison of entire city districts.

4.1. Methodological Considerations from a Scientific and Data Acquisition Perspective

From a scientific perspective, there are three advantages of the survey method pre-
sented. First, an area-accurate database, allowing quantitative assessments and calculation
of indicators as well as comparative analysis. Second, actual information about the type of
greenery and other specifics. These allow further evaluation with regard to its potential
importance as a habitat or in terms of biodiversity/species richness. Additionally, third,
the approach allows to add an important dimension to pure area considerations: of the
urban green quality and the associated UES.

This approach was piloted in a long-established urban district that does not have
any large public green spaces, but is characterized by small-scale greenery. Due to the
low spatial resolution, these small-scale green spaces would only be partially or not at
all captured by scientific methods commonly used to collect citywide ecosystem service
indicators. For example, by assessments based on grids/raster data or land cover data [48].
The advantage of the latter, city-wide studies lies in the comparatively simple and rapid
data collection, which allows continuous observations for monitoring [70]. In addition,
most of the studies on urban greening focus on large green spaces, parks or urban forests.
For these applications, a low resolution is sufficient, depending of course on the specific
research question However, individual trees or biotopes are not covered.
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Methodologically more advanced approaches extract green cover using remote sensing
data [71,72]. Resulting data have a higher resolution, areal accuracy and differentiation than
raster data, but lower than onsite mapping. For automatic classification, a problem that
has not yet been fully solved in the use of aerial photography is the shadow cast by build-
ings [73]. This, together with the obscuring effect of trees, has also proved to be an obstacle
to purely aerial photo-based analysis for the classic identification of biotopes. In addition
to the area and type (biotopes) or species (trees) accuracy, another advantage of mapping is
the possibility of targeted recording of the required parameters for further analysis.

The simplest way to perform analyses of urban greening would be to use area-precise
data from the city government. The difficulty with this is the availability of data. In the
1970s, urban biotope maps were considered important information for urban planning and
mapping was carried out in 228 cities throughout Germany until the end of the decade
(about 10% of the total no. of cities in Germany) [74,75]. Back then, the problem of steadily
growing cities was already recognized. However, the special nature of the city as a “new
type of environment” is characterized by a particularly high species richness compared with
the surrounding environment [76]. However, due to the high cost of comprehensive biotope
mapping, it was not pursued further, and many old maps are no longer updated [75]. It
is therefore unclear how many German cities have a sufficient data basis today for the
consideration of urban green spaces. This must be considered alarming in view of the high
importance attached to urban greening, climate adaptation and biodiversity issues.

The limitations of field mapping have just been mentioned: it is a time-consuming
and therefore costly method that requires species and biotope knowledge as well as the
subsequent digitization of the data. In this study, this was solved by making the mapping
part of a student internship. Due to the lack of routine, minor errors in data acquisition are
to be expected here, which also depend on the respective skills of the mappers. It would be
conceivable for cities to require biotope mapping of the planned area as well as surrounding
areas for planned post-densification or major redevelopment projects. However, sufficient
data is essential to allow green stocks to be considered in administrative and planning
processes in the future, regardless of the size of the greenery and the efforts needed to map
them. A key question is therefore how the time-consuming process of field mapping could
be shortened or automated.

A recently published review provides an overview of the current status of various
methods “for Quantifying and Estimating Urban Trees and Biomass” [77]. Characteristics
of individual trees can be automatically captured by, e.g., urban forest models (e.g., i-tree
ECO), machine learning techniques or street view images. Individual characteristics of
the data collected in this study could also be automated. The UES-indicator shading
(Figure 9) can be automatically derived from aerial images or using laser techniques. For
example, the city of Zurich’s urban tree planning, legally enacted in 2022, uses LiDAR
derived data to estimate the canopy cover over the entire city. One goal of the directive is
to increase the city’s shading from the current 17% to 25% by 2050 [78]. More advanced
laser techniques, such as full wave form laser scanners, could even be used to map certain
biotope characteristics–accepting a higher inaccuracy of the resulting data. These scanners
can penetrate the canopy of trees and measure the roughness of the surface beneath. Using
the roughness, one can infer different types of surfaces (low roughness for sealed surfaces)
and vegetation types (meadows/flowery beds from bushes with higher roughness) or
manmade objects [79].

However, it must be kept in mind that in order to use each of these highly specialized
techniques, appropriate equipment and expertise must be available for collection and anal-
ysis. In addition, the resulting data which are stored in different formats must ultimately
be merged. In conclusion, a comprehensive methodology that can automatically capture
all of the parameters collected in this work with sufficient accuracy is not yet known to
the authors. Alternatively, the categorization of surface types can be conducted indirectly,
e.g., by using administrative data on wastewater charges (no charges for unsealed areas) as
has been carried out in a parallel study [37]. As in this study, an advantage of the indirect
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data-use over remote sensing data is a classification with exact area size and allocation.
A disadvantage, compared to the method presented here, is a loss of information on the
biotope type level that cannot yet be quantified.

As shown in Figure 2, trees provide the most and diverse UES. The four quantified
indicators represent these UES as follows. Abundance includes all UES that are directly
linked to the trees themselves, without quantifying them in more detail (i.e., low warming,
cooling by shading or evaporation, biodiversity, habitat and food for animals, reducing
noise, interception of rainwater, carbon storage). The indicator biodiversity/species diver-
sity quantifies the UES “biodiversity” and indirectly also “habitat and food for animals”
(both for the species specialized on specific species, as well as for ubiquists). The carbon
storage indicator specifically quantifies this parameter, relevant for climate protection. The
fourth indicator shading tackles the UES cooling by shading, where only the minimum
shading is recorded due to the indicator. Other UES such as reducing noise, cooling by
evapotranspiration, or interception of rainwater were not further quantified.

In this context, it should be noted that only in their totality or in their summation,
the individual indicators reflect the true overall value of the trees. This means that the
previously unquantified values must first be converted into indicators in order to be able to
estimate the total value. Descriptions of the value of trees must therefore be regarded as
gross underestimations of the true value if they include only individual aspects. The same
is true, of course, for biotope types.

4.2. Methodological Considerations from an Administrative and Implementation-Oriented
Perspective

From an administrative perspective, a major advantage of the selected data collection
proved to be the use of a mapping standard used in local planning practice. This enables
the use of standardized assessments, e.g., with a locally used eco score, and their further
development, e.g., for use in models [37,68]. In addition, using the City’s basic GIS data
allowed for the resulting biotope data to be directly integrated into the administrative
GIS structure for land resource management. The indicator area shares, but also sealing
level–which is based on the local classification of the civil engineering office-can therefore
be directly integrated. In consultation with the local green space office, the following
potential practical implementation fields of the developed indicators could be identified:
Before-after observations for area developments, setting up target values and (worst-case)
scenarios for the entire area, identification of suitable areas in development areas (e.g.,
for unsealing) or of green spaces worthy of protection (old trees, specific biotope types).
Moreover, these results can be used as input information for formal as well as informal
planning instruments, such as urban land use planning, master plans or green regulations.
In combination with an assessment model, they have the potential to assist in supporting
operational and tactical decision making within administrative and planning processes [37].

However, there are also clear limitations to the usability of the presented indicators in
planning practice. First, even if the indicators are in principle consistent with local norms,
they must first be accepted by all relevant departments and then embedded in the planning
process. Second, indicators can only be used if they or their classification is standardized.
Otherwise, the indicators will be considered as practical additional information, but they
cannot be used directly in planning practice without further effort. Moreover, targeted
usage would require further development of the indicators. For example, by developing
an index integrating UES and UEDS or a decision support tool to show and evaluate
interdependencies between UES, UEDS and other resources such as water, energy or
material flows [80]. An example is provided by the GRID data-based multi-indicator
approach of Grunewald et al. 2019. The latter allows the classification of cities according to
their provision of green spaces. However, studies on the implementation of scientific results,
either in terms of ecosystem services or climate adaptation, show that many obstacles still
hinder or even prevent actual use in practice [35,46,81]. Nevertheless, there are also positive
practical examples to be mentioned. Cities such as Zurich, which have a clear target for
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improved greening, are now using such indicators (tree canopy cover, here UES tree shade)
to track compliance with their tree cover targets [78].

4.3. The Importance of Small-Scale Urban Greenery from an Environmental Perspective

Why biotope mapping in urban areas? This question was posed as early as 1999 by a
pioneer of ecological urban research, but is now more relevant than ever. First, scientists
are noticing a collapse in insect populations worldwide, closely linked to habitat loss and
conversion to agricultural and forestry land [82,83]. Thus, should not green spaces and
green elements in cities also be considered as potential refuges for insects in particular and
biodiversity in general? The results of our study indicate that in terms of biodiversity, as
well as the potential to serve as (stepping-stone) habitat for spontaneously emerging plants,
insects and other animals, the backyards of the densified inner-city area are considered to
be very valuable.

Moreover, both small, vegetated areas and trees have a positive effect on the local
microclimate and are seen as important climate adaptation measures. There is a growing
need for unsealed to multifunctional areas, for the retention of rainfall exceeding the sewer
system’s limits due to increasing heavy rainfall events caused by climate change [84].
Additionally, there is a growing need for green infrastructure providing cooler sites at
summer days and helping mitigate the overheating at night. Another very important
aspect is the positive effect of seeing and experiencing urban greenery on the psyche and
well-being of residents. Green backyards or city squares are an important part of the living
environment of many city dwellers and visitors [16,33,85].

Biotope mapping can also be used for other concerns, provided that the underlying
methodology is adapted to the concerns studied. For example, a study from Antalya
mapped citywide largely natural biotopes on a large scale and evaluated them according
to their sensitivity-as a basis for their protection in future urban management [86]. Using
Salzburg as an example, a method was presented in 2014 for distinguishing between green
and gray infrastructure at the site level and subsequently describing larger study areas
using normative assessments [44]. This study is similar in principle to the logic of the study
presented here, and offers the possibility to evaluate the supply and demand of UES of
an area. In addition, methodological approaches exist that create (structure types) or use
(tree cadaster) basic data in order to evaluate them with existing model software such as
Envimet [87] or i-Tree eco [24].

4.4. Final Considerations

In contrast to the latter studies, the study presented here is (a) based on on-site
mapping of biotopes, trees and relevant parameters and thus achieves a very high accuracy
of the data (except for the tree data in the public area), (b) examines an entire urban area
and combines both data of individual trees and area biotopes to develop stock and UES
indicators and (c) distinguishes in the analysis between private and public areas to describe
the situation of green and grey infrastructure for a dense urban district characterized by
block developments. Local planning requires local, fine-grained data. Simultaneously, the
situation of an entire district or even city and not just a single block should be assessed in
pursuit of a holistic planning approach. However, due to the high effort of mapping, the
type of data collection should also be selected with regard to the necessary granularity.

The comparison of private and public space here refers to accessibility, i.e., the user’s
perspective. Alternatively, comparisons could also be made from an administrative view-
point. For this, the private and public areas would only have to be examined separately
according to ownership [65]. This investigation would reflect the potential for action by
the city administration with regard to existing green infrastructure. Direct planning is only
valid for public areas; in the case of private ownership, only indirect instruments such as
subsidies or citizen information can be used to achieve intended changes.
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5. Conclusions

Comprehensive biotope mapping is by no means a new method. The added value
of this work clearly lies in the connection of the mapping with the common concept of
ecosystem services, the development of simple descriptive indicators and the comparative
assessment of an urban area. The detailed and comprehensive results illustrate some of
the possibilities inherent in these data and are intended to demonstrate and emphasize
the added value from an ecological planning perspective. The approach of conducting the
time-consuming mapping through student internships would be a cost-effective approach
that could be followed in other cities as well.

This study focused on a specific type of building structure. With the help of this
method, building structure types of different cities could be examined, compared and
characteristic values derived. It is also an open question how the building blocks differ
from each other with regard to their green stock and which lessons can be learned from this.
From the consideration of different degrees of sealing depending on the size of the building
block, target values could be derived as to how much sealed area and of which quality is
actually required. A relevant or agreed target value in urban planning and communication
has not yet been determined.
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Appendix A

Table A1. Linking surface types and biotope types and depiction of the area shares per biotope type
for the total area, the public and private space. * Block buildings as 3D objects are not counted as
public or private areas. However, small buildings located in private backyards, such as sheds or
garages, form a separate category within private areas (2.4% of total private area).

Surface Type No. Biotope Type
Total Area Public Private

[m2] Area [m2] of Ground
Level Area [m2] of Ground

Level

unsealed green area

1 group of trees 298 0 - 298 0.2%

2 bushes; shrubbery 2364 81 0.0% 2284 1.3%

3 hedges; row of shrubs 2188 150 0.1% 2039 1.2%

4 blackberry scrub 45 0 - 45 0.0%
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Table A1. Cont.

Surface Type No. Biotope Type
Total Area Public Private

[m2] Area [m2] of Ground
Level Area [m2] of Ground

Level

5 ruderal vegetation 250 0 - 250 0.1%

6 flower bed; border 3838 156 0.1% 3682 2.1%

7 ground cover planting 1059 145 0.1% 914 0.5%

8 lawn 4559 1505 0.9% 3054 1.8%

9 patchy treat vegetation 528 0 - 528 0.3%

10 ornamental lawn 10,556 1202 0.7% 9354 5.4%

11 kitchen garden 2486 0 - 2486 1.4%

12 ornamental garden 5044 22 0.0% 5022 2.9%

13 mixed garden type 812 0 - 812 0.5%

ungreened 14 unpaved road or square 117 0 - 117 0.1%

sealed

building 15 buildings * 169,463 4119 2.4%

path/square
16 cobbled road or square 57,647 30,864 17.8% 26,783 15.5%

17 path/square with gravel,
crushed stone 5253 587 0.3% 4666 2.7%

road/square 18 completely sealed street
or square 70,251 55,238 31.9% 15,013 8.7%

element 19 small water bodies
(well/pond) 525 490 0.3% 35 0.0%

element 20 grouted wall; natural
stone wall 307 0 - 307 0.2%

- 21 undefined 986 986 0.6%

342,694 90,439 82,793
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