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“Overview of more than twenty years of my geobotanical & 
geographical field research on Faial (Azores) - history, results and 

outlook”,  
« Monti di fuoco, vento e solitudine.  

Cosi descriveva le Azzorre, nel Cinquecento,  
uno dei primi viaggiatori portoghesi che vi sbarcò.»  

 
Antonio Tabucchi (1983), Donna di Porto Pim, p. 40 

Vue on the volcanic comples of Capelo Photo: C.Neff  © Sept. 2017 
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I. Introduction 

Source: Rudel 2002 
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I. Introduction: Landscape Views of the Capelinhos/Porto do Comprido/Norte Pequeno 
1999/2000 

Pictures alle © C. Neff 1999, 2000, 2001  
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I. Introduction: Véronique 

Véronique / Verónica Scholer Brasil Alves in 
September 
„the ethno-artistique/ethno-botanic memory 
of Capelo“ 
 
When I arrived in Capelo in September 1999 
she was one of the rare persons living in the 
„rua do Canto“ in Capelo 
(more details can be find in „paysages“ 
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souve
nirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-
capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/) 
 

Véronica in September 2021, Foto © C.Neff 2022  
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2022/03/26/blognotice-26-03-2022-vue-sur-la-crise-sismovolcanique-de-sao-jorge-view-on-the-seismovolcanic-crisis-of-sao-jorge/ 
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II. The Capelo complex: the birth of the the Capelinhos in 1957  



“Overview of more than twenty years of geobotanical & geographical field research on Faial 
(Azores) - history, results and outlook”, Oral presentation, C.Neff, FloraMac2022, San 
Sebastián de La Gomera 12 – 19 September 2022 

8 

II. The Capelo complex: Ribeiro sketches (1958) showing the genesis of the Capelinhs  
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II. The Capelo complex: student sketches (2019)   
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II. The Capelo complex: mapping the capello ashfields  

Source: (map 14/15) adapted from 
Bilgic, S.2021 
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II. The Capelo complex: Ipomea indica the new invasive species in Capelo ?   

Ipomea indica  
seems to have a notable place in eastern part of Capelo ashfield landscape,  
 
Pictures all © C. Neff September 2021 
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II. The Capelo complex: landscape changes on Capeloashfields 2021  

„New vineyard“ and „Housing“ new elements of the Capelo ashfield landscape,  
Pictures all © Christopher Castro  September 2021 
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II. The Capelo complex:  

View from the Pico Verde on the Cabeço do canto , the Capelo 
ashfields with vineyards, and the Capelinhos, © C.Neff September 
2021  
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II. The Capelo complex:  

2017 – 2022 
Arundo donax  
is still blocking Vegetation 
dynamics in the Western part of 
the Ashfields  
 
Impomea indica  
Seems to become dominant in some 
Areas „Vineyards“ are no a 
„landmark“ 
„Housing“/Secondary residence 
appearing 

Capeloashfields and Capelinhos, © C.Neff 
September 2022 



“Overview of more than twenty years of geobotanical & geographical field research on Faial 
(Azores) - history, results and outlook”, Oral presentation, C.Neff, FloraMac2022, San 
Sebastián de La Gomera 12 – 19 September 2022 

15 

II. The Capelo complex: the Capelinhos Volcano  

Capelinhos, Central crater,  
Photos © Christopher Castro  September 2021 
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II. The Capelo complex: recent plant dynamics on the Capelinhos 

• no major changes on the Capelinhos in  
     2019 and 2021 
 
• same species, but vegetation is becoming 

denser  
 

• the access to the Capelinhos is forbidden/ 
     and furthermore the access is very dangerous 
 
• still no woody vegetation on the Volcano 

(September 2021) 
 

• the „avifauna“ seems to be an important driver 
of this young ecosystem. 
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II. The Capelo complex: Views from September 2021  

View from the Central crater on the Cabeço Norte (North crater), Photos © C. Neff, 
September 2021 
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III. Gardens & Landscapes: 

Hotel parc vegetation, Azoris Fajal Garden, Photo © C.Neff, September 2021 
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III. Gardens & Landscapes: treemap of hotelparc of the Hotel Fajal 2019 

Source: adapted from Bilgic et al 2020 
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III. Gardens & Landscapes: horticultural gardens 

Horticultural garden in Cedros (Taro, Bananas, Pineapple etc.)   
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IV. Conclusions I: the land  

 still no woody plants on the Capelinhos 
 Vineyards come back again (prae Capelinhos landscape?) 
     (prae Capelinhos can be reconstructed by watching the film: 
     „Les hommes de la baleine“ produces by Mario Ruspoli, which was partly filmed in 
      Porto do Comprido in 1956)  
 housing, secondary residence and tourism has reached Capelo 
 exotics are the dominant elements of gardens and parks 
 You can still find natural vegetation in Faial – here the crater of the Pico verde 
 with Laurus azorica, Ilex perado, Erica azorica, Vaccinium cylindaceum,   
     photos © C.Neff, September 2021 



“Overview of more than twenty years of geobotanical & geographical field research on Faial 
(Azores) - history, results and outlook”, Oral presentation, C.Neff, FloraMac2022, San 
Sebastián de La Gomera 12 – 19 September 2022 

22 

IV. Conclusions II: the atlantic  
Porto do Comprido 
1999: no garbage, no waste  
2021: there are days Porto do Comprido is full of waste, garbage, plastic debris etc. 

Photo, © C.Neff, September 2021 
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IV. Conclusions:  
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Thank your for your attention 

Questions ? Commentaries ? 

Photo: between Pico Verde and Cabeço do Canto in the Capelo volcanic complex  
  in September 2008  
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