ﬂ(IT \/ya\/e phenomena

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology ana I YS | San d numer | CS

Normal trace inequalities and decay of solu-
tions to the nonlinear Maxwell system with
absorbing boundary

Richard Nutt, Roland Schnaubelt

CRC Preprint 2022/63 (revised), August 2023

CRC 1173

W\2\/e

phenomena

KIT — The Research University in the Helmholtz Association -!I:

mmmmmmmmmmmmm
nnnnnn



Participating universities

Universitat Stuttgart

EBERHARD KARLS

UNIVERSITAT
TUBINGEN

Funded by

VFG

ISSN 2365-662X



NORMAL TRACE INEQUALITIES AND DECAY OF SOLUTIONS
TO THE NONLINEAR MAXWELL SYSTEM WITH ABSORBING
BOUNDARY

RICHARD NUTT AND ROLAND SCHNAUBELT

ABsTRACT. We study the quasilinear Maxwell system with a strictly positive,
state dependent boundary conductivity. For small data we show that the solu-
tion exists for all times and decays exponentially to 0. As in related literature
we assume a nontrapping condition. Our approach relies on a new trace esti-
mate for the corresponding non-autonomous linear problem, an observability-
type estimate and a detailed regularity analysis. The results are improved in
the linear autonomous case, using properties of the Helmholtz decomposition
in Sobolev spaces of (small) negative order.

1. INTRODUCTION

The Maxwell system is the foundation of electromagnetic theory. It contains
constitutive relations that describe the polarization P and magnetization M of the
material in dependence of the electromagnetic fields. In many physical models
nonlinear effects occur which lead to nonlinear material laws, see e.g. [1], [3], [4],
[16]. In this work we study instantaneous laws, see [1] or [16], for which the Maxwell
equations can be written as a quasilinear hyperbolic system. It is well known that
such systems can exhibit blow up, see e.g. [8] in the Maxwell case.

We focus on the effect of a strictly positive surface conductivity A, which may
also depend on the electric field E. In the case of linear material laws for P and
M, such nonlinear A had been studied in [14], [15], [23], and for delayed problems
in [2]. For state independent A and small initial fields it was shown in the pa-
per [26], co-authored by one of us, that the solutions of the quasilinear Maxwell
system (1.1)—(1.4) exist globally in time and decay exponentially as ¢ — co. How-
ever, in [26] it was assumed that the spatial domain 2 is strictly starshaped. In
related problems it is known that this assumption can be removed provided one
can show extra regularity of the normal trace of the solutions, see [21] for the wave
equation and [12]| for the linear autonomous Maxwell system with the boundary
conditions of a perfect conductor (which are different from absorbing ones studied
here). In the present paper we prove a trace estimate for the solutions of linear
non-autonomous anisotropic Maxwell systems with absorbing boundary conditions
and inhomogeneities, see Corollary 4.10 and Proposition 4.12. In Theorem 6.2 we
improve the trace inequality in the autonomous case. These results use properties of
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2 R. NUTT AND R. SCHNAUBELT

the Helmholtz decomposition and div-curl estimates also in negative order Sobolev
spaces, which are shown in the appendix.

We use this extra trace regularity to establish an observability-type estimate for
such systems in Proposition 3.3. This result had been shown in [26] for strictly
starshaped domains only. Based on this estimate, we can extend the analysis of
[26] to the case of a nonlinear boundary conductivity A(z, E') and show in our main
Theorem 3.1 that solutions for small data converge exponentially to 0 without
assuming starshapedness.

We investigate the Maxwell system

O(e(x, E(t,x))E(t,z)) = curl H(t, z),
(L.1) Oy, H(t, ) H(t,2)) = — curl E(t,7) | t20,2€4,
div(e(z, E(t,x))E(t,x)) =0,
(2) div(u(e, H(t,2)) H(t,)) =0, r=0wed
(1.3)  H(t,x) x v+ (/\(x,E(t,a:) x V)(E(t,z) x y)) xv=0, t>0,z€dQ,

(1.4) E(0,z) = EQ), H@O0,z)=HO9x), 2zcQ,

on a bounded, smooth domain 2 C R3 with connected complement, for the electric
and magnetic fields E(t,z), H(t,z) € R® and given initial fields (E(®), H(®). The
permittivity e(z, E'), permeability u(z, F), and surface conductivity A(z, E) may
depend on position and state, and they belong to Rg’;nz’ So we have nonlinear,
inhomogeneous, and anisotropic material laws. As stated in Section 2 we assume
that the coefficients are C3, symmetric, and uniformly positive definite at least for
small | E|, respectively |H|. In the analysis we often rewrite 0;(cE) and 0;(uH) as
€10, F and pdd, H for new coefficients e4 and pu? (see (2.3)), which are supposed to
have the same properties as € and p. This form of the equation facilitates energy
estimates.

Local wellposedness of (1.1)—(1.4) was shown in [28] for small data by en-
ergy methods. (This smallness restriction is not necessary if A = A(z) is state-
independent.) In this approach one has to control the Lipschitz norm of solutions,
and thus their H3-norms in the scale of integer-valued, L2-based Sobolev spaces.
For this reason in [28] the nonlinear problem was solved in H™ for m > 3. (For
full space problems one can reduce the necessary level of regularity below % by
means of Strichartz estimates in some cases, cf. [27], but so far there are no such
results for our boundary conditions.) In this work we stick to H®. To bound the
solutions in this norm, we look at the time-derived Maxwell systems (2.13)—(2.14).
Here the coefficients €9, pd, and the analogue A\? appear. We stress that they are
matrix-valued even if the given ¢, 4, and A are scalar. Moreover, they depend on
time through the inserted solutions, and the system (2.13)—(2.14) contains error
terms also at the boundary which will be treated as inhomogeneities.

To obtain H3-solutions, the initial fields have to satisfy certain compatibility
conditions stated in (2.7). We note that these would simplify a lot for scalar-valued
(isotropic) coefficients. Applying the divergence to (1.1), we see that the “charges”
div(eE) and div(puH) are preserved in time. We assume that the initial charges are
0, see (3.2), and that R3 \ € is connected in order to exclude non-zero stationary
solutions of the form (Vp, Vi) where ¢ and 1 are constant on 92, which would
violate the desired decay property.
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As in [20] and [28], the decay result follows from three propositions dealing with
the time derivatives 9F (E, H) for k € {0,1,2, 3}, see Section 3. The fields 0F (E, H)
satisfy the boundary condition (1.3) up to lower-order terms. This fact is crucial
for the analysis. An energy estimate and an observability-type estimate will allow
us to control the squared L?-norm of 0F(E, H) by a dissipation term plus an error
term which is small for small data, but contains space and time derivatives of
higher order. Surprisingly the regularity result Proposition 3.4 for the nonlinear
problem allows us to absorb the error terms. Theorem 3.1 on decay then follows
by a standard bootstrap procedure, given at the end of Section 3.

The core observability-type estimate in Proposition 3.3 is based on a Morawetz
multiplier argument as in [26], which uses ideas from [12] or [24] treating different
boundary conditions. For this result we have to assume the lower bound (3.1) on
the radial derivatives of ¢(z,0) and p(z,0). Heuristically this condition prevents
trapping of the solution by back reflections so that they really reach the boundary
where damping occurs. The main difficulty is the control of boundary terms. Tan-
gential traces of solutions are bounded by the energy estimate, see also [5] or [28].
To control also the normal trace, in Section 4 we use the so-called collar operator
studied in [12] in the context of different boundary conditions, cf. [21] for earlier
work on the wave equation. This pseudodifferential operator allows us to trade
space into time regularity in the course of a sophisticated regularity argument. We
further employ the div-curl estimate from Theorem A.6 and exploit heavily the
structure of the (time-differentiated) Maxwell system and the absorbing boundary
condition. For Theorem A.6 we have to assume that R3\ (2 is connected. In the trace
estimates it is crucial that constants do not depend on time, see Corollary 4.10. We
also derive a more concise variant of the estimate in Proposition 4.12, which has
time dependent constants though. This result was already shown in [5] using com-
pletely different methods. In Sections 5 and 7 we then prove the observability-type
estimate Proposition 3.3 and the regularity result Proposition 3.4.

In Theorem 6.2 the trace estimate of Proposition 4.12 is improved for the linear,
autonomous, anisotropic case (6.1). We obtain a bound on the normal traces of E
and H in L?((0,T) x 09) through the tangential trace of E, with constants being
independent of the end time T'. As a by-product we also derive exponential stability
of the system (6.1), which seems to be a new result for matrix-valued coefficients
(and is not a special case of our nonlinear decay result).

In the proof of Theorem 6.2 we follow the approach of [19] for the wave equa-
tion which involves a compactness argument to get rid of lower-order terms, see
also [12]. In order to perform this argument, we need the div-curl estimate from
Theorem A.6 in H~?(Q2) for § € (0, 3), which requires several properties of the
Helmholtz decomposition in H~? also established in the appendix.

2. NOTATION, ASSUMPTIONS AND AUXILIARY RESULTS

As in [26] we consider a bounded domain Q C R? with C®-boundary 99 =: T.
The outer unit normal will be denoted as v: I' — R3. Furthermore, we introduce
the function spaces

CHID) = {f € C*() | f-v =0},
C3(T x R3,R3X3) := {A € C3(T x R3, R3X3) | Avt C vt}

sym sym
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HY(diva) = {f e (H°(Q)® | div(af) = diva f € H"(Q)} :
H(curlg) == {f € (HQ(Q))S | curl(Bf) = curlg f € (HQ(Q))?)} ,

for # € R and suitable matrix-valued o, 8: Q — R3*3, and our solution space
k
GF(Q) = G* ([0, Thnax)) = ﬂ (10, Tax), H*7()%)

equipped with their canonical norms. We also use the analogue of this space for
compact time intervals. For § = 0 we simply write H(div,) = H%(div,) and
H(curlg) = H%(curlg), and if a« = 8 = I3 is the identity matrix, we write H%(div)
and HY(curl). Often we will drop Q as well (e.g. set G¥ := G¥(Q2)), and omit the
power in (LZ(Q))3 etc. to shorten notation. We assume that the permittivity e,
the permeability u, and the surface conductivity A are of class

(2.1) e n € CPAXRIREX), A e O x R® R3%3)

Sym sym

and are uniformly positive definite for zero fields, i.e., there is a constant 1 such
that

e(x,0) > 2nl3, p(z,0) >2nl; forallz € Q

(2.2)
and A(z,0) >2nl; forallz el.

Note that the nonlinearities € and yu are not required to be bounded in E, H € R3.
Later on, however, the arguments £ and H will be bounded and therefore so will
be e(-, E) as well as u(-, H).

In a moment we will also discuss the time derived Maxwell equations for suitably
smooth solutions. In order to consider these systems, we introduce the matrices

E?j(m,f) =gi;(z, &) + Zagjsil(x,ﬁ)& for z € O, ¢ € R3,
=1
3
(23)  p (@, &) = pij (2, €) + Y O, pir (w, )& for € 0,€ € R,
3
A (2,€) = Nij(2,€) + Y 06, han(,€)& forz €T, ¢ € R?,
=1

where 4,7 € {1,2,3}. To unify notation, we set

2 = 5('7E)7 k=0, ~ M('vE)v k=0,
b Ed("E)7 ke {17273}7 B Md('vE)7 ke {172a3}a

N )‘(a E)a k=0,
M =94 4
(L, E), ke{l,23}.

We also assume that
O¢,6,0e,0 € C](AX R R¥P), 9. X € C¥(I x R®, R**3),
el=(NT, wl=@HT, A=Y,
for i,j € {1,2,3}. Note that A4 = X if A = \(z) is state-independent. We extend
A to a function on Q x R? satisfying the same conditions as & and p. Since the

(2.4)
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coefficients are continuous, we also have uniform positivity at least for small fields;
ie.,

e(x,€),e%x, &) > nI, p(x, &), n(z,€) = nl forall |¢| < 6o,z € Q,

(2.5) J
Az, &), A% (x,&) >nl forall €] <o,z €T,

and some Jy > 0. An important special case is the Kerr law p = p(z) and € =
e(x,&) = en(x) + em(x) |§|2 for scalar coefficients with e, > 27, cf. [1] or [16].
Here one has e4(x, &) = e(z, ) + 2(en(z)€)ET. Anisotropic examples of polynomial
type are discussed in Example 2.1 of [20].

Since the solutions of (1.1)—(1.4) are supposed to satisfy the boundary condition
at all times, it has to hold also for the initial values. This leads to so-called “compat-
ibility conditions” (of order 3) on E(®) and H(®). Namely, for E©) H©®) ¢ H3(Q),
a solution (E, H) € G3 of (1.1) possesses the time derivatives

EW = (Ed(E(O)))_l curl HO) |
HY = —(u(HO)) ™ curl EO |

3
(26) E(Q) — (Ed(E(O)))_l lcurlH(l) _ (ZafZEiJ(E(O))E[EI)> E(l)
J
=1

i

H® = —(,ud(H(O)))fl
=1

3
curl B — (37 g, (HO)H ) jH“)] :

at time 0, which leads to the compatibility conditions
HO x v+ MEO® x v)(E© x ) x v =0,
HY x v+ AY(E® x v)(EW x 1) x v =0,

(2.7) H®? x v+ AX(E® x v)(E® x v) x v

3
——((Z ety B x B x ) BV xv) xv.
(=1 ]

on T. Let ¢g be the norm of the Sobolev embedding H2(2) < C(Q). Set ¢ =
min{1, g—;}, cf. (2.5). Under the above assumptions, in Theorem 6.4 of [28] it was

shown that for ¢ € (0, 5] and sufficiently small initial values satisfying (2.7), i.e.,

(2.8) [E A )

for a constant r(6) > 0 depending on ¢, there exists a unique classical solution
(E,H) € G3(]0, Tax)) such that Tpax > 1 and

. 2 . 2
(2.9)  max HagE(t)H | +‘8§H(t)‘ ) <6 foro<t<T.
0<;<3 H3-i(Q) H3-3(Q)
We set
(2.10) T, == sup{T" € [0, Tmax] | (2.9) holds for t € [0,7]} > 1.

From the blow-up condition in Theorem 6.4 of [28] we infer that T\ < oo implies

2
(2.11) max <’ | ) — 52,
H3—3(Q)

. 2
J
0<;j<3 % B(T.)

& H(T,
H3-3(Q) (H(T.)

]
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Below we will assume 0 < t < T, if we work with the solution (E, H) to (1.1) —
(1.4) with data satisfying (2.8).
Furthermore, we define the commutator terms

fo=fi=0, fo=(0'(E)KE, f3=(07(- E))HE +2(0:e"(-, E)OE,
go=01=0, go= (- H)OH, gs=(87p(-,H))0H +2(0,u’(-, H)OH,
ho=h1 =0, hy= (9 (,Exv)Exv,

hs = (02X, E x V) E x v+ 2(0\ (-, E x v))0?E x v.

Let k € {0,1,2,3}. With the definitions above the time-derived solutions satisfy
o1 OeE) = BB+ fi,  OFGuH) = FudfH + i on©,
OF(NE x v) = \MOFE x v+ hy, onT.

We thus arrive at the inhomogeneous system

Ot (EROFE) = curldF H — 0, fy,

(2.13) OO H) = — curlOFE — Dy t>0,z€Q,
(2.14) OFH x V+Xk(8fE XV)XVv=—hXV.

Notice that (1.1), (1.2) and (2.12) imply

(2.15) div(E,0FE) = —div(fy), div(apofH) = —div(gs) .

Finally, in order to discuss the observability and energy estimates, we introduce
the energy, dissipation, and error terms

exn(t) = 1 max H?l-/QOjE(t)‘Z +H,71./Qajﬂ(t)‘2 €= e
2 o< <k \Il77 71 L2(Q) it 29/’ ’
. 2
= 1/2 J g
di(1) OxgﬁngA trtatE(t)‘m(F), d=ds,
dEW)| o Hw|
i) = gy (oo, +orol,, ., i 2

for the time-derived fields. Here
try: H(curl) — (H_l/Q(F))S; U UX UV,
denotes the tangential trace. Similarly, we define the normal trace
tr,: H(div) - HY2(T); uru-v.

These linear maps are bounded, see Theorem 2.2 and 2.3 of [6]. We also use the
rotated tangential trace

tr,: H(curl) — (Hfl/Z(F))B; urr v X (uxv)=tru— (tr, u)v.

One can show the following estimates for the commutator terms

o L
’ ; fx @ TN sy S 2(1),

mox (ot
2<k<3,0<;5<1 4-j—k
(2.16) Sks3.055< Hi

21%1]?%(3 ||hk||H3+1/2*k(I‘) S Z(t) 9

see equation (2.22) in [26]. We write “<” if the inequality holds up to a constant
not depending on t € [0,7%),T., 0 € (0,0],7 € (0,7(8)], and (E©, H©)) fulfilling
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(2.7), (2.8) and (3.2) below. Moreover, such constants are denoted by ¢, ¢;,C or
C;. We stress that 2 is quadratic in the fields and bounded by 6z(t)'/2 due to (2.9).

Sketch of proof of (2.16). We carry out the proof for fi. For gi the argument can
be repeated, and the same is true for hy after extending h; to Q using the trace
theorem. For k € {0,1} the commutator term f; vanishes and there is nothing to
show. Notice that H?(Q2) — L*>°(f2) and therefore E and d;E are bounded. Since
4 is assumed to belong to C3(Q x R3), we can estimate the time derivative of

[Za&& E)O,E0,E }atE+[Zags E)O;E:| . E
i,j=1 i=1
+2[Z@5€ }3E “faa Tt fa2+2f33

for instance by

Hatf?ul”L?(Q) = {( Z (95“51 E)o,E;0.E )at }

7,7=1 L2(9)
3
< ( Z a&i,sj,ﬁkfd('7E)atEiatEjatEk)&sE
i,7,k=1 12(9)
+ (Z Oe, ¢ €%(-, B)OE;:0,E )at
4,j=1 L2(9)
+ (Z Oe, &, (. E)OLE,0,F; ) 0P B
w L2(9)

S 23:1 <||8tEi||Loc(Q) 10 Ejll 2 (@) + |07 il L2 ) 1045l v
ig=
+ 10 Ei| oo () |’at2EjHL2(SZ))
< Z (19 Bl 120 195l oy + 197l o ) 100 2y
Py
+ 0 Eill g2 () ||3t2EjHL2(Q))

< A(t).

Analogous estimates for ||8tf372||L2(Q) and Hatfg,gHLg(Q) can be shown, using
also the embedding H!(Q) — L%(Q). In a similar way one obtains bounds on
1 foller2(0) » 10 foll ey and (| f3ll i - O

We also define the function m(x) = x — z¢ on Q for a fixed point xg € Q. It is
used in the multiplier argument from [26].
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3. MAIN RESULT FOR THE NONLINEAR PROBLEM

We state our main decay theorem and the core ingredients for its proof. Based
on them, we show the theorem at the end of the section. Note that compared to
Theorem 2.2 in [26] we no longer require the domain to be strictly starshaped and
also permit semilinear boundary damping. In [26] the strict starshapedness of the
domain was used to estimate trace terms, which we will treat here in a more delicate
manner, utilizing methods from microlocal analysis as previously introduced in [12].

We require the following non-trapping condition on ¢ and p, which emanates
from the Morawetz multiplier technique used in [26]:

E(Jj’ 0) + (m(m) : Vz)€(.’13, O) > ﬁe(m, 0) )
for a constant 77 > 0 and x € Q. It says that ¢ and p do not decay too rapidly in
radial directions for small fields. Heuristically this should reduce back reflections

preventing the fields to reach the boundary. Similar conditions were used in [9],
[12], and [24], for instance.

(3.1)

Theorem 3.1. Let Q C R3 be a bounded domain with C®-boundary and con-
nected complement. Furthermore, assume that the permittivity € and permeabil-
ity p osatisfy (2.1), (2.2), (2.4), and (3.1). We require that the initial values
EO HO ¢ (H3(Q))3 satisfy the compatibility conditions (2.7) as well as the initial
“charge” conditions

(3.2) div(e(EOYE®) = div(u(HO)H®) =0 on Q.

Then there exist constants M,w,r > 0 such that for ||E(0)H23(Q) + HH(O)HZg_(Q) <

r? the solutions (E,H) € G3 exist for all times t > 0, are unique, and decay
exponentially, i.e.,

2

< M67Wt

s (om0, <

0<;j<3

(=) -
H3(Q)

Theorem 3.1 is a consequence of the following three propositions on solutions
to (2.13) and (2.14): an energy inequality, an observability-type estimate and a
regularity result. All contain small error terms of highest order. It is crucial that
constants do not depend on time.

Proposition 3.2. Assume the hypotheses of Theorem 3.1, except for the connect-
edness of R?\ Q, (3.1), and (3.2). Then we have

t t
e(t)+/ d(T)dTge(s)+c1/ A2(7) dr
S S
for0<s<t<Ty.

This proposition controls energy and dissipation by the initial energy plus error
terms. The result was shown in Proposition 3.1 of [26] for linear A = A(z) and
hence for hy = hg = 0. It is straightforward to extend the proof in [26] to the
present situation, using (2.16) to estimate the arising terms with he and hs by the
23/2_integral. In the next proposition we bound the time integral of the energy by
the dissipation, the energy of initial and present time, as well as error terms.
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Proposition 3.3. Assume that the assumptions of Theorem 3.1 are satisfied. For
0<s<t<T, we obtain

/St e(r)dr < ¢ /St d(T)dr + ca(e(t) +e(s)) + ca /t 32(7)dr .

S
This result is shown at the end of Section 5, and it improves Proposition 3.3
from [26]. We want to explain its role in the autonomous, homogenous and linear
case. In this setting the above estimates are true without z and for all £ > 0 and
one has equality in Proposition 3.2 for eg,dy and z = 0 (see Lemma 3.2 in [26]).
We thus obtain

T(eO(O) - /0 ' do(7) dT) = Teo(T) < /0 ' eo(r) dr
(3.3) < /OT do(7) d7 + c3(eo(T') + €0(0))

T
< Co / do(T) dr + 26360(0) .
0

Taking T > 2c3, we conclude

T
(3.4) (T = 2¢3)e0(0) < (¢ +T) /0 do(7) dr

The dissipation thus controls the initial value, which is closely related to observation
estimates.
Exactly as in Corollary 3.5 of [26], Propositions 3.2 and 3.3 imply the estimate

(3.5) e(t) + /t e(r)dr < Cie(s) + Cq /t 23/2(7) dr

for 0 < s <t < T,. Without the z-term it is well known how to derive exponential
stability from here. However, despite v/z < § being small, we cannot absorb the
error term with z by the left-hand side. To achieve this, we have to bound the
space derivatives of (E, H) by their time derivatives. This can be done exploiting
the structure of the Maxwell systems (1.1)—(1.4), resulting in the following third
ingredient of the proof of Theorem 3.1.

Proposition 3.4. Under the assumptions of Theorem 8.1, with the exception of
(3.1) and the connectedness of R3\ Q, there exist constants cs,cg > 0 such that

2(t) < ese(t) + cg2>(t)
for0 <t <T,.

We sketch the proof of this result in Section 7, heavily relying on the proof of
Proposition 4.1 in [26]. Based on the propositions above, we can now show our first
main result.

Proof of Theorem 3.1. The reasoning follows the lines of the proof of Theorem 2.2 of
[26]. For convenience, we present the arguments briefly. We first combine estimate
(3.5) and Proposition 3.4. Fixing a sufficiently small § = § € (0, §], we derive

(3.6) (%) —l—/ z(T)dr < Cz(s)
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forall 0 < s <t < T, and a constant C' > 1. The radius § was defined before
(2.8). Suppose that Ty < co. It follows z(Ty) = 5 by (2.11). On the other hand,
inequality (3.6) yields z(t) < Cz(s). For initial fields with ||(E©, H©)|| , <,
one can bound z(0) < cor? using equations (2.6). As a result for a fixed, sufficiently

small radius 7 € (0,7(d)] we infer the contradiction z(T}) < %52. Therefore, the
solution exists and (3.6) is valid for all times. For T'= C(2C — 1) we deduce

T T
2(T) + az(T) < z(T) —|—/ z(1)dr < Cz(0),
0
C 1
T) < == .
(1) < 1 rel0) = 3200
The assertion follows by iteration. O

Before proving Proposition 3.3 in the next two sections, we simplify the notation.
Instead of (2.13) and (2.14) we study the linear non-autonomous system

O¢(au) = curlv + Oy,

t>0,zeQ,
O (Bv) = — curlu + 941, =0

(3.7) vxXv+ (yluxv)xv=w, t>0,z€el,
u(0) = u®,  v(0) =0, x €.

Where we assume that
o, B € C([0,T) x QRYS), ~eCL(0,T) x T,RYS), with a, 8,7 > 1,

sym sym
(3.8) p,v € G' =C(0,T],L*(Q)*) nC([0,T], H"()?)
w e C([0,T], HY*(I")) with v -w =0,

and choose initial values u(?), v(®) € (L2(Q2))? such that
(3.9) div ((0)u?) = div¢(0) and div (8(0)v'?) = divy(0).
To recover the original system (2.13) and (2.14), we simply resubstitute o = &y, 8 =
BksY = Ak, = —fr, 0 = —gr and w = —hy, x v for k € {0, 1,2, 3}.

According to Proposition 3.1 of [28] there exists a unique weak solution (u,v) €

C°([0,T7, (L?(£2))%) of (3.7) with tangential trace (tr, u,tr,v) € L*(Qr,R5). Ob-
serve that div(au) = div(yp) and div(Bv) = div(¢)) belong to C([0, T], L?(2)).

4. TRACE INEQUALITY

The main goal of this section is to establish new bounds on the normal traces
of the electric and magnetic fields and their derivatives, which are needed to show
Proposition 3.3. We do not assume (3.1) and that R3\ (2 is connected in this section.

The pseudodifferential collar operator X. To obtain the desired trace regu-
larity, we introduce the pseudodifferential operator X as defined in Definition 2.1
of [12]. This operator has the advantageous property that it allows us to trade
time regularity for spatial regularity on the boundary I'" of our domain, as shown
in Lemma 2.2 of [12]. We restate its definition.

Definition 4.1. Since our domain Q has, in particular, a C? boundary there exists
a tubular neighborhood U of ), and a partition QU U = UZ’;O U; by open U; C R3
such that
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- Up CQ,

~U; CU withU; N0 # 0 fori> 1, and

— there exists a partition of unity (¢;)i—o

and Y, ¢i(x) =1 for x € Q.

Furthermore, we choose a neighborhood V; C R? around the origin and coordinate
mappings ®;: V; — U; € C*(V;) such that

- o,(V,n{(z,y,2) | 2 >0}) =U; NQ,

-0, (V;n{(x,y,2) | z=0}) = U; NOAN.
We begin constructing X locally on R x U;. Let s > 0, x € C*®(R?\ {0}) with
0<x<1and

m on Q such that ¢; € C(U;)

.....

07 |fo|2%|(7717772)| )

and 0 < p <1 be a cutoff at the origin with

)2(507771,772){1’ 1€o| < 22 |(mm2)] /2,

L, (&0, m,m)|° > 2,
P(foﬂhﬂh) =
{0’ ‘(5077717772)‘2 <1.

We set X(f()?nh 7727773) = (pX) (an n1a772) € COO(R4) For u € LQ(R7H6(9>) deﬁne
ui = ¢iu and vi(§o,n) = ui(So, ®i(n)) for (So,n) € R x V;. Take oy € C5°(V;) such
that o;|supp(p;0®:) = 1. The operator X is then given by

X(2,D)u= > [0iX(Dy, Dy,, Dy Jvi] 0 ®; L.

g
i=1

Its symbol is of class C1SY,, cf. [29] and [12].

cl’
The restriction of X to the boundary T' (as a pseudodifferential operator on a

manifold) is also denoted by X.

We recall the central properties of this operator as stated and proven in Lem-
mas 2.2 and 2.3 of [12], setting I's, := R x I'. Observe that in the next Lemma the
constant K; can be chosen arbitrarily small by fixing a small ¢ > 0 in Definition 4.1.

Lemma 4.2. Let u € L*(R,H*(Q)). Then there exists a constant K1 > 0 such
that

2 2 2
/”Xatu”HS*l(Q) dr < Ky [/ [ Xull e (o) dT+/ [l (q) dT}
R R R
for 0 < s < 1. The constant K; = K1(3) belongs to O(3¢*) for » — 0.

Lemma 4.3. Let u € L?(T's,). Then there exists a constant Ko = Ka(3) > 0 with

oo)_

(1 - X)u||iz(F < Ko [HUHQH*WFOO) + ||atu||§r1(l“oo)} :

Using the fact that X is essentially a Fourier-multiplier at least locally and
Chapter 4 of [29], we obtain the following regularity result.

X: L2(R,H*(T)) — L*(R, H*(T")) are continuous.

Lemma 4.4. Let —1 < s < 1. Then X: L*(R,H*(Q)) — L*(R,H*(Q)) and
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Trace inequality. For a moment we consider the slightly more general inhomo-
geneities &,¢ € L2([0,T] x Q) on the right-hand side of (3.7), i.e., the system
t

[
O(a(t, r)u(t,z)) = curlv(t,z) + £, t>0,z€Q,
O (B(t, x)o(t, x)) = —curlu(t, ) + C, t>20,2€Q,
(4.1) vXv+(yluxv)r=w, t>0,z€el,

u(0) = u®,  v(0) =0,
with coefficients and data as in (3.8) and (3.9) above. Then Proposition 3.1 of [2§]
still yields a unique weak solution (u,v) € C°([0, T}, (L*(Q))").

In order to apply the pseudodifferential operator X from Definition 4.1 to the
solutions (u,v) defined on [0, 7], we have to extend (u,v) by 0 to L*(R, L?(f)).
We still denote this extension by w respectively v, and proceed analogously with
&,¢ and w. The following div-curl estimate allows us to bound the image of the
pseudodifferential operator in H'. Here and below we often omit variables. Recall

that we also write L? instead of (LQ(Q))B, etc. Initially we assume that (u,v)
belong to G' = G'([0,T]). This assumption will be removed in Corollary 4.10. We
note that below the case § = 0 suffices for the proof of Proposition 3.3. Negative 60
are needed in Section 6 for improved results on the autonomous linear problem.

Lemma 4.5. Under the above assumptions, let (u,v) € G be solutions to the

system (4.1) and 0 € [0, 3). We then have

10 ey ar . [ (I divia Bo) o + 1 curl(w,) -0

+ 112ty 0) 1oy + (s ) 3g=1/2-0 () + @l 1720y ) dr.
Proof. By Lemma 4.4 the operator X : L%(R, H*(2)) — L?(R, H*(2)) is continuous
for —1 < s < 1. We apply Theorem A.6 a) to Xu and Xwv, obtaining
X (w, 0) | 100y S I dive Xull o) + | divg Xull o q) + X (u, V)| -0 @
(4.2) + [leurl X (u, ) || -0 g
X 0+ (((X) %)) Vo -

To estimate the last term, we note that the cross product with v can be written as
a multiplication with a matrix B whose entries and their derivatives are bounded.
The same holds for v and thus for the entries of ByB. We write

(Xv) x v+ (v((Xu) x v)) x v = B(Xv) + ByB(Xu)

The commutators [X, B], [X, ByB]: L*(R, H=%(T")) — L?(R, H'=%(T")) are contin-
uous for s € [0, 1] (see Proposition 4.1.E of [29]). We then compute

00 () %)) ¢ oy
= /R [ X(vxv+yuxv)xv)+[X,Bv+[X, BWB]uH?{l/z,@(F) dr

2 2
S [ (Wellipncoqey + N0 ysnengey)

using the boundary condition v X v 4+ y(u X v) X v = w of (4.1) and the continuity
of X on I'. Since curl, div, and divg have C1S)-symbols, the commutators with
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X are bounded on H~Y which can be shown as in Proposition 4.1.E of [29]. The
assertion now easily follows. ([

Exploiting the properties of X we can simplify the estimate above.

Corollary 4.6. In the situation of Lemma 4.5 there is a number sy > 0 so that
for all s € (0, 0] in Definition 4.1 we have

JA ey (Lo PR——

2 2 2
110 0) 220y + I1XE oy + 19020y ) d7

Proof. Via (4.1) we rewrite the curl-terms in Lemma 4.5 as

I1X curlul| o + [| X curl o]} o = || X0, (au) — X€|[3-0 + | X1 (Bv) — X370 -
By Chapter 4 in [29] the commutator [X,a]: L?(R, H=%(Q)) — L*(R, H'~%(Q)) is
bounded. This fact and Lemmas 4.2, 4.4, and 4.5 lead to

[ X olsar < [ (Idiviau 8o)ll-o + K6 [ X (@, po) -0
R R
X6 O + ) o + ) aoqey + lolEaoqey ) dr
S [ (it Bo) oo + K ) 1 ) s + ) -

2 2 2
1t 220y + 1K E QN0 + Il am0ry ) a7,

Choosing s and hence K (s) small enough yields
2 2 2 2
St dr S [ (Tuloq o+ Bolresqam o + 10000 rsnagr

+IX(E Ollgo + Il a0y ) dr 0

From now on sz = 3 is fixed in the definition of X. We will use this inequality
in a moment to establish an estimate for the normal trace of au and Sv. For this
we will have to split the trace term ||(u,v) ||22(1“) S fOT(au -4+ fv-v)dr appearing
on the right-hand side of Corollary 4.6 into a normal and tangential component.

In the following, u” = (u-v)v denotes the part of u in normal direction, whereas
uT = v x (u X v) is the tangential one. We can thus decompose v as u = u” + u”.

Lemma 4.7. In the situation of Lemma 4.5 above we have

t t
/ /(au~u+v~6v)dad7,§/ /(\V~au|2+\V~ﬁv\2+|u7\2—|—|v7|2> dodr.
s JII s JII

Proof. We only treat tr(u-au). The estimate for v is shown analogously. Since the
matrix operator « is assumed to be bounded and uniformly positive definite, we
can compute

t t
/ /au~ud0dT:/ /(u”-au”+2uTau"+uT-auT)dUdT
s JT s JI

¢ 1
< \/SU'VV'OLUV+UT2>dO'dT
[ [ (ot a1



14 R. NUTT AND R. SCHNAUBELT

t
1
5/ / <5u-u|2+5u-auV|2+|uf|2) dodr
s N

i 1
5/ / <5u|2+6(|y~au|2+|y~au72)+u72> dodr
s JII

t 1
5/ / <5u~au+6(y.au2+u72)+u72> dodr.
s T

Fixing a sufficiently small § > 0 we thus obtain the assertion. (]

The next lemma allows us to control the normal trace of the curl terms. See
also Chapter 2.3 in [6] for closely related results on the “surface curl” given by
curlr ug = v - curlu|r, where ug = tr; u.

Lemma 4.8. For f € H'(Q2) we can estimate the normal surface curl by
v - (curl )|l g2 (py S v X fll g2y -

Proof. Let ¢ € H*(T'). This function can be extended in H?/%(Q2) with 16l 2y S
[0l 1 (ry- Let fr, dm € C2(Q) with f,, — f in H'(Q) and ¢,, — ¢ in H3/?(9).
The divergence theorem and integration by parts yield

/FI/ - (curl fr)¢m do = (curl fr, Vo) 120y + (V- (curl fr), ém) r2(0)

= (fn,curl Vo) 12y + /F(l/ X fn) Vo, do

< 0+ lv > full oy ltrr (Vém)l L2 r)
S HV X fn”L?(F) ||¢m||H1(F) .

Here the continuity of tr, V = Vr: HY(T') — L?*(T') can be seen by writing the
tangential gradient in terms of a parametrization of I, see for example Definition 2.3
and the subsequent remark in [11]. As m — oo we obtain the estimate

[ (ewd f)ll g oy S v % fallpzqry -

Letting n tend to infinity then shows the claim. O

The main difficulty in the proof of Proposition 3.3 is that one has to bound
trace terms of the electric and magnetic field by the tangential trace of OF E. The
boundary condition directly connects this trace with the tangential trace of the
magnetic field. We thus inspect the normal boundary terms in detail. In the next
lemma, one can remove the operator X on the right-hand side by continuity. We

keep it in the statement in view of Corollary 4.10.

Lemma 4.9. Let (u,v) € G be a solution to the system (4.1) and 6 € [0,3).
Then there exists a constant 69 > 0 such that for every § € (0,d0] and a constant
cs depending on § we get

t t
2 2 2 2
[ (- aulley + - 8ol ) dr S [ (5lr-ogares) + 8 100-scany
2 2 2
(4.3) +cs v+ (o, 5U)HH*1(F) + v x U||L2(F) + ||W||H1/2—9(r) ) dr

+ [ SIXE O sy dr+ 160 Ol

OO)



DECAY OF THE NONLINEAR MAXWELL SYSTEM WITH ABSORBING BOUNDARY 15

for0<s<t<T.

Proof. We show the inequality only for s = 0 and ¢ = T since general times can be
treated analogously.

As au € G1([0,T)), the normal trace belongs to C([0,T], L?(T")). Extending au
by 0 to R, we obtain

T
|-l ar = -l

SIX (- )7z + 11— X) (v - au)| T2 -
We first estimate the second term on the right-hand side. Lemma 4.3 yields

(4.4)

2 2

(L= X)(v - aw)|[ T2y S V- aulfs ey + 100 - aw)|F-ar ) -

We have v - 9¢(au) = v - (curlv) + v - € by (4.1) and
[l (curl )| v r oy S v X vl par ) <00

by Lemma 4.8. Hence, the difference v - £ belongs to H~!(I'r), and we can infer
10 = X)v - (aw)lPar

’ 2 2 2

S [ (- 0ulfesey + w1y ) e - 1510

By interpolation (see Theorem 2.7.7 in [22] for smooth T'), the first term of the
right-hand side of (4.4) can be bounded by

(4.5)

IX (- au)lff2) S / (B 11X (v - w347 %?F |X (- au)|G=2 72 ar
S [ 1 aullyenngy
+6726720/0=20) | X - a3y ) dr
for an arbitrary 6§ := §3~2¢ € (0,1]. Since I' € C% and a € C', the commutators
[X,v] and [X, o] are bounded from L?(R, H~/2=%) to L?(R, H'/?7%), cf. Chapter 4
in [29]. It follows that

J = /R(éHXV auHHl/z o) T 65 [ Xv - O‘u”H F))d
< /R (5( ||XUH?_II/2—9(F) + ”uH?{—l/Q—G(F)) +es v O‘“Hil—l(F)> dr
< /R (30X ulFr-ogqy + lullFr-s/emaqry ) + s llv - qulfysry ) dr-

S / (SO0 oty + 1010 gy + 1020y + 1XCE O oge

2 2
ol 3oy ) + s vl gy ) dr,

where we also used Corollary 4.6. Lemma 4.7 now allows us to split the trace term
into normal and tangential parts, obtaining

T T
JS(S/O v (OZU»BU)Hi?(r) dT‘*‘é/RHX(@O”iI—G(Q) dT"’/O (5(||“|ﬁre(diva)
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2 2 2 2
F ol -0 aiv )+ 17 X (w0 72y + Wl zr2-0 ) ) + s [l aullg— oy ) dr.

We have the same estimate for v - fv in (4.4). By choosing § > 0 sufficiently small,
we absorb the normal trace terms by the left-hand side of (4.4). We infer

T T
| Q- 0l + 1 801500y ) dr 5 (6 1l 6 1o,
65 [l (aw B0) 31y + I % (w,0) ey + 6 llfpasooqry ) dr

+ / SIX(E Qo dr+ 100+ & Ol s

using also (4.5). Finally, we note that the boundary condition in (4.1) yields

T T
(46) /0 ||l/ X ’U”iz(F) dr S /O (HZ/ X U’HiQ(F) + ||w||i2(l—‘)) dTa

from which the claim follows. O

We now rewrite the above result for the problem (3.7) with § = 0 where £ = d;¢
and ¢ = 9y1p. Here we can apply Lemma 4.2 to the inhomogeneities in (4.3).

Corollary 4.10. Let o, 3, o, ¥, w, w9, and v satisfy (3.8) and (3.9). Then
the solution (u,v) € C([0,T], L*(Q)) to (3.7) possesses a trace in L*([0,T], L*(T))
satisfying

T
2 2
/o (HV “aul| sy + v ﬂUHL2(F)> dr

T
2 2 2
wn S [ (51 + 8100y + 1 9o
2 2 2
s v+ (@, o)y + I % ullFaqey + loloroey ) dr
+ (v -0, v 3#/))”?{71(1“00) :

Proof. For (u,v) € G the assertion follows from Lemma 4.9 with ¢ = ;¢ and
¢ = 0yp, where we apply Lemma 4.2 to the term with X on the right-hand side. It
remains to remove the assumption (u,v) € G'. This can be done as in the proof of
Lemma 3.4 in [26]. One approximates the initial data in H(div ) x H(divgg)) by
(u%o), v,(LO)) € H'(Q) satisfying the compatibility condition o0 x v+ (fy(u%o) XV))v =
0, (¢, 1) in G by (¢n, 1) € G2, and w in L2([0, T], H'/*(T)) by w,, € H'([0, T]xT)
with w - v = 0 and w,(0) = 0. By Theorem 1.3 and Remark 2.1 in [5] there are
solutions (uy,,v,) € G'. According to Proposition 1.1 in [5] these solutions converge
to (u,v) in C([0,7T],L3(2)) and (tr; up,tryv,) to (tryu,tryv) in L2([0,T] x Q).
Moreover, we have the limits div(cu,) = div(e,) — div(au) and div(Bv,) =
div(¢y,) — div(Bv) in C([0,T], L3(£2)). As aresult the traces tr, (au,) and tr,, (Bv,)
converge in C([0,T], H~'/?(I")). The assertion for (u,v) now follows from the claim
for (un,vy). O

Remark 4.11. In Corollary 4.10 we can insert div(au) = div(yp) and div(fv) =
div(¢) and estimate

2 2 2
[V Op,v - 0) -1y SN0 - D)2 0,1y, 20)) S 10 20,77, 10 (02)
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Moreover, we can bound c;s ||v - (au,,@v)H?{_l(F) by

2 2
cs (Nullfraiv.) + 0157 (div ) )-

The estimate (4.7) has time independent constants and can therefore be used
below to show Proposition 3.3 and thus Theorem 3.1. Concluding this section, we
also prove a variant only having norms of data on the right-hand side but with
time dependent constants. In this way we give a different proof of Theorem 1.2 in
[5]. We will revisit this trace estimate in Section 6 in the linear, autonomous and
homogeneous case and prove a version with time independent constants there.

In view of Remark 4.11 we have to remove the L?-norm of u and v and the
tangential trace term on the right-hand side of (4.3). We control these terms by
means of the energy estimate for (3.7). It was shown in Lemma 3.2 of [26] for w = 0.
An obvious modification of this proof gives the equality

’ + Hﬂ(?ﬁ)l/%(t)H2 + Q/t H71/2 tr u(T)‘ ’
L2 L2 0 t

dr

O 2t ‘
oty 72u(e) o

(4.8) = Ha(O)l/Qu(O)‘

2 2 t
—|—HB(O)1/2U(O)H +2/ /(u~8t<p+v~8t¢) dzdr
L2 L2 0 Jo

¢ ¢
+/0 /Ftrtu-dedT—i—/O /Q(u-(ata)u—kw(atﬂ)v)dxdﬂ

for 0 <t < T. To remove the trace term on the right-hand side, we estimate

¢ t ¢
/ /trtu-wdadr < 6/ ||tr: “||2L2(F) dT+05/ ||w||2LQ(F) dr.
0o Jr 0 0

Since v > 1, setting § = 1 we arrive at

(4.9)

(4.10)  [|(u(t),v(t)]|72 + / [bre w(m) |72y A7 < €| (w(0), 0(0))][7

t t
e [ wolidrre [ (10w 003 + oz dr
0 0
with ¢ == ¢ 4+ max{||0;c|| . , [|0:f]| .} Where ¢ = 0if O,p = 0y = 0 and ¢ =1
otherwise. Gronwall’s inequality now implies

(4.11)  [|(u(t),v(t)]l72 + / [bre w(r) |72 ) A7

< (160001 + [ (100620 + ol )

Using also div(au) = div(e) and div(fv) = div(e), from Corollary 4.10 and Re-
mark 4.11 we derive a trace estimate for the inhomogeneous, linear Maxwell system
(3.7). It can directly be applied to (1.1)—(1.4).

Proposition 4.12. Assume that conditions (3.8) and (3.9) hold and let (u,v) €
C([0,T], L?(Q2)) solve (3.7). We obtain

K 2
/ ||tr(u,v)HiQ(F) dr <p H(U(O)’U(O))‘
0

L2()

t
+ [ (1060.008) ey + 10 Dy + ol ) dr
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for0<t<T.

As in Theorem 1.2 of [5] the constant depends on 7. Thus, we will only use
Corollary 4.10 in the following.

5. PROOF OF PROPOSITION 3.3
We again consider system (3.7) assuming (3.8), (3.9), and
(5.1) a+(m-V)a>qa, B+ (m-V)B>np

for some 7 > 0. The proof of Lemma 3.4 in [26] then yields the following result. In
[26] it was assumed that 2 is strictly starshaped giving control on the full trace of
(u,v) which now appears on the right-hand side of (5.2). Moreover, the boundary
inhomogeneity w can simply be included in the calculations of [26].

Lemma 5.1. Let (3.8), (3.9) and (5.1) hold. Then the weak solutions (u,v) €
C([0,T], L3(Q,R%)) of system (3.7) fulfill

/st/Q(ozwu—i—ﬁv-v)dodT

S lu x v|* dodr + [[(u(s), v(s))[1 72 + [ (u(t), v()]7
ol et

t
+ [ [ (0ol + 10001 ful + div el ul + v o] o] do d
s JQ

¢ ¢
+/ /tr(au~u+ﬂv~v)dad7+/ /|w~trv|dad7'
s JI s JI

for 0 < s <t <T. Note that the last term is bounded by cf: Jptr(Bu-v)dodr +
cf; ||w||2Lg(F) dr and that the trace terms are finite by Proposition 4.12.

We still have to estimate the integral fst Jptr(ou - u+ Bv - v) do dr uniformly in
T. By Lemma 4.7 it can be split into

¢ ¢
/ /tr(ozu~u+,8v~v)dadr§/ /(|V-ozu|2—|—|u7|2—|—|V~Bv|2+|v7\2) dodr.
s JI s JI

The tangential trace of v can be controlled through the boundary condition by
‘ 2 ‘ 2 2
J ey dr S [ (o x e + ol ) dr-

Using Corollary 4.10 and Remark 4.11, we derive
¢ 2 2 K 2 2 2
[ [ (v-au+1v-goP) doar s [ (5lulae +0 lola + 160y

2 2 2
X ull ey + 02y + 5 v - (@, B0) -y ) dr-

Fixing a sufficiently small § > 0, the norms in L? above can be absorbed by the
left-hand side of (5.2). We have shown the following estimate.
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Lemma 5.2. Let (3.8), (3.9) and (5.1) be true. Then the weak solutions (u,v) €
C([0,T), L?(2,R®)) of system (3.7) fulfill

/:/Q(OZU-quﬁv-v)dwd7+/5t/rtr(au.u+ﬁv.U)

t 2 2 2
< / / fu x v dodr + [ (u(s), 0(s)) |2 + 1 (u(t), v(t))|2
s I
t
+ / / (186 o] + 18] ] + |div ][] + |div | [o]) dzzdr
s Q

t
4 / (o ) Bs + 022y + - (a0 B0) 1)
for0<s<t<T.

One could estimate the terms in the second line of the right-hand side by

t t
5/ /(|u|2+|v|2) dxd7+05/ /(|8t<p|2+|8t1/)|2+\div<p|2+|div¢|2) dzdr,
s Q s Q

and absorb the first summand for small § > 0 by the left-hand side. In the following
this is not needed, since these summands can be put into small error terms.

In order to obtain Proposition 3.3 it remains to control the H~!-norm of the
normal traces. To this end, we return to our original problem. Here it does not
help to bound them by the norm of u and v in H(div,) and H(divg), since the
time integrals of L2-norms of v and v cannot be absorbed by the left-hand side.

We exploit that the time derivatives of solutions still solve a Maxwell system.
We begin with (9 E,0f H) for k > 1 and then use the following result to prove the
case k = 0. We again assume that R3 \  is connected.

Lemma 5.3. Let the assumptions of Theorem 3.1 hold. For the solution (E,H) €
G3 of (1.1)~(1.4) we can estimate the normal trace by
/: |v- (gkafE,ﬁkafH)Hz,l(r) dr /: (d(r) + 2(7)?) dr
for0<s<t<T, and k € {1,2,3}.
Proof. Let k € {1,2,3}. Due to (2.12) we can rewrite £,0F E as
EOLE = 0 (E) — fi = 0(Ekmr0 B+ fuma) = fie-
The Maxwell system (2.13) then leads to
?kafE = curl@fle — Oy fx—1 + O fr—1 — fr = curl afle — f&
Let ® € H'(T). The equations above and Lemma 4.8 yield
(V- GO E, ) gor/oy = (v - (cwrl O T H), @) 1 (ry = (V- fir P) L2(r)
< v x 6571H||L2(F) 12N gy + el g2y RN 22y -
Dividing by [|®| 1 (1), we infer
[V - EOFE oy S v > 07 H | oy + Il )
< v x atk_lEHw(r) + he=1ll g2y + 1kl 2
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where we also used the boundary condition (2.14). Analogously we treat fiyOF H.
Estimate (2.16) now implies the assertion. O

Lemma 5.4. Let the assumptions of Theorem 3.1 hold. For the solution (E, H) €
G3 of (1.1)~(1.4) we estimate
t

t t
[ 1 GE R sy a5 [ dr)dr+ @0+ eats) + [ 2ar
for0<s<t<T,.
Proof. The usual normal trace estimate, (1.2), Theorem A.6 b), (2.12) and (2.13)
yield
t 2 ¢ 2
1 @B o) sy 47 5 [ 1B, By dr
t
~ ~ 2
Z/ [EoE, fioH)||72(q) AT
S

t
< / (curl E, curl H)||72 g, d7

t
Z/ 1104, 0 H )17 ) A
S

t
S / (3tE . 518tE+8tH . ﬁlatH) dr.

Using Lemma 5.2 with u = ,E, v=0;H, a =&, B=p1 and ¢ =9 = w = 0, we
then obtain

t t
/ v+ GoB o)+ gy A7 < / d(r) dr + (ex(t) + e1(s))

t
+/ v (E10.E, 0 H) |31y 7

By the previous lemma the last term can be estimated by f: (d(T) + 2(7)2) dr and

the claim follows. O

Combining the lemmas above and (2.16), we have shown Proposition 3.3.

6. THE AUTONOMOUS LINEAR CASE

Next we will improve the trace estimate from [5] or Proposition 4.12 in the linear,
autonomous and homogeneous case, where we obtain T-independent constants.
Moreover we show exponential stability of this problem. So we consider

Oi(e(x)E) = curl H

O(p(xr)H) = —cwrl E, t>0,2€Q,
(6.1) div(eE) = 0 = div(uH)
Hxv+ (Mz)(Exv))xv=0, t>0,zel,
EW0)=E®,  H@©0)=HY, zeQ.
As in (3.8), (3.9) and (5.1) we assume that
(6.2) epeC (URYS), e Cf (T,RYSD),  withe,u, A > 7,
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for some 7 > 0 and that
(6.3) EO HO ¢ (L2(Q))? satisfy div(eE®) = div(uH®) =0.

Furthermore, we require

(6.4) e+ (m-Ve>ne, pu+(m-V)u>nu
for some 77 > 0. We assume in this section that the complement
(6.5) R3\ Q is connected.

On X = {(E,H) € L*(Q)° | div(eE) = div(uH) = 0} we define the operator
. 0 e~ curl
A= <—u‘1 curl 0 )
with

D(A)={(E,H) € X | curl E,curl H € L*(Q), H x v+ (A(E x v)) x v = 0} .

Then (6.1) reduces to the evolution equation 9;(£) = A(E). As in Lemma 7.2.2.1
of [18] one sees that A is maximally dissipative and thus generates a contraction
semigroup (S()):>0. We recall the energy estimate from equation (7.2.2.12) of [18]
or Lemma 3.2 of [26], namely

2 t
H(51/2E,u1/2H)(s)HL2—/ Nty B - tr, B|22 iy dr

(6.6) :

= 2B w2 m )|

L2
for t > s > 0. Note that in contrast to [5] we do not consider time dependent
coefficients € and p, since this would for example introduce the extra term f; fQ E.
(Owe)E + H - (Ogpt)H on the left-hand side of (6.6).

In combination with Lemma 5.1, the energy estimate above leads to the following
preliminary observability inequality.

Lemma 6.1. Let (6.2), (6.3), (6.4) and (6.5) be true, (B, H©®) € X, and let
(E,H) € C(]0,00),X) solve (6.1). Then there is a number T > 0 not depending
on (E(O), H(O)) such that for T > T we have the observability estimate

T
(6.7) H(E,H)(O)HQLQ S,/ /tr(eE~E+uH~H)dod7.
o Jr

Hence, if F and H vanish on the boundary, the initial values (E, H)(0) were zero
and so, since we are in the homogeneous case, the fields ¥ and H vanish as well.
Proof. Lemma 5.1 yields the observability-like estimate

t
| B Bttt i) dsdr S (B DG- + B DO
(6.8) AL
+/ /tr(sE'EJr,uH-H)deT

s JI

for s,t > 0. We stress that the implicit constant does not depend on t or s.
Note that [tr E|> > |tr; E|* = |tr; E|* by orthogonality. The boundary condition
in (6.1) as well as inequalities (6.6) and (6.8) then lead to

T(||(E,H)(o)||iz —/OT/Ftr(sE-E—i—,uH-H)dadT)
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sr(IEmo)t - [ [ 1n P acar)

T
ST(E, H)(T)|[7 5/0 (B, H)(7)|[7» dr
SIE,H)(0)72 + (B, H)(T)|3- +/0 /Ftr(sE-E+uH~H) do dr

T
§||(E,H)(O)||2Lz—|—/ /tr(5E~E—|—uH-H)dadT,
o Jr
cf. (3.3). The desired estimate follows for sufficiently large T O

We now bound the normal traces of E and H solely through the tangential
trace of the electric field, where the constants do not depend on T'. This improves
Lemma 4.9 considerably in the autonomous, homogeneous case. We employ a
compactness argument which was originally used in the proof of global decay rates
for the wave equation, see Lemma 2.2 in [19] (see also [12]).

Theorem 6.2. Let (6.2), (6.3), (6.4), and (6.5) hold. Then the solution (E,H) €
C([0,00), L2(R2)%) of (6.1) satisfies

t t
©9) [ (v eBllia + v a3y dr S [ x Bl dr

for0<s<s +T < t, where T is giwen by Lemma 6.1.

Proof. 1) Let (E© H©®) ¢ X and (F, H) be the corresponding solution of (6.1).
Take T > T with 7' from Lemma 6.1. By Proposition 4.12 it suffices to choose
(E© . HO) e D(A).

We first show that for a fixed T > T we can estimate

T T
2 2
(6.10) / v+ (B, jH)| 2 gy d7 S / v Bl dr.

Let 6 € (0,1). In Lemma 4.9 we have already shown
T
| (1Bl + - ) o
T
©11) 5 [ @I+ el x Bl ey + cs - B p) s ey ) dr
where we have fixed T > T.

1.a) Let us assume that (6.10) does not hold. Thus, there exist solutions (E,,, Hy,)
satisfying the divergence condition in (6.1) with initial values (EN‘,SO), fly(bo)) such that

T T
(6.12) /0 I+ (6B, pHn) |22 ry d7 > ”/O H” x En 2Lz<r> ar-
We now divide (E7(’LO)a ~7(L0)) by
T 2 Nk
/0 (5] 2. ) oo T |v (B it H—1<r>)dT'
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Using (6.11) and (6.12), we obtain classical solutions (E,,, Hy,,) of (6.1) satisfying
T T
2 2 2
| Bt ey dr < [ @1 H) s + el x Bl

s |0+ (e By ptHy)|[3-1(py ) d7

T
-1 +c/ [V % Bl dr
0

T
(6.13) <14 S [ Bt ) ey o
We thus derive the formulas
T
(6.14) | (1 Bt ey ) ar < 2.
. 0
(6.15) | G B H o+ sl (B ) ey a7 = 1,

for all sufficiently large n € N, and
T
2
(6.16) /0 v x (En, Hy)|[72¢rydT = 0 for n — oo,

where we also use (6.12), the boundary condition in (6.1) and our construction.
Next, Lemmas 6.1 and 4.7, as well as formulas (6.14) and (6.16) imply

(B, 1)

= H(E,(LO),H,SO))H <1 forneN.
L2 H(dive)x H(div,)
For that reason, (EY, H{") converges weakly in L2(£) to some limit (E(©, H(©).
(Here and below we pass to subsequences without mentioning it.) Note that the
limit still satisfies div(eE©®) = div(uH®) = 0. We denote the solution for
(B HO) with (E, H) € C([0,T], L*(Q2)). By continuity of the semigroup and the
Rellich-Kondrachov theorem we obtain the convergence (E,, H,)(t) — (E, H)(t)
in H=? for t € [0,T). Because of (E,, H,),(E, H) € ker(div.) x ker(div,), we also
have weak convergence in H(div.) x H(div,), and thus the normal trace converges
weakly in H~1/2(T). Therefore, tr,(E,, H,) tends to tr, (E, H) strongly in H~!(T)
for n — oo.

From (6.15) we conclude that (E, H) also satisfies

T
| GBI+ cs - By ) dr =1

In particular (E, H) # 0, which will lead to a contradiction.

2.b) Lemma 3.2 of [26] shows that (E, x v, H, X v) = (E x v, H x v) weakly in
L2([0,T] xT) for n — oo (see also Lemma 7.2.2.2 in [18]). Hence, (Exv, Hxv) =0
by (6.16).

We next regularize the fields (E, H) by means of a Friedrich’s mollifier as done
in [12]. So we take 0 < p,, = p € C>(—79, T9) With fIOTO pdr =1 and consider

T
B (L 2) = [p+ B(2)](t) = / o(PVE(t— 7,0)dr |
0 tE[T()7T—T()].

H*(t,z) = [px H(-,2)](t) = /0 p(T)H(t — 7, z)dr,
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These are functions (E*, H*) € C* ([o, T — 7o), (L*(£2))%) which solve the par-
tial differential equations in (6.1) and satisfy (E* x v, H* x v) = 0. In particular,
(E*, H*)(t) belongs to H(curl) N X. Applying 0;, we see that (0, E*, 0, H*) fulfill
the same properties. Thus (E*, H*)(t) and (9,E*,0;H*)(t) belong to H* () for
t € [10,T — 70] by Theorem A.6 a).

Lemma 4.8 now implies that v - curl E* = v - curl H* = 0 on I". Notice that
therefore (0, E*, 0, H*) are classical solutions of (6.1) with vanishing normal traces
v-eOB* =v-u0 H* = 0. Lemmas 4.7 and 6.1 then show that (0;E*,0,H*)(79) =0
and hence (9, E*, 0, H*) stays zero for t € [19, T —7p] and so (curl E*, curl H*)(¢t) = 0
by (6.1). Utilizing Theorem A.6 b) we see that (E*, H*) vanishes on [ro,T — 79].
Letting 70 — 0, it follows that (E(®, H(©)) = 0, contradicting (E, H) # 0. Hence,
(6.10) holds.

3) For arbitrary T = nT +t' > T for some n € N and ¢’ € [0,7), using the
translation invariance of the problem (6.1), we calculate

7 n_ kT
/ v (B )2y dr = Y / v B uH) Il ry d7
0 k=1 (k—1)T

nT+t' )
[ e B ey dr

n Tk:T nT+t'
S [ WxElagdre [ x Bl dr
i J (k=T nT
T
(6.17) 5/0 I X B2 dr.
For general ¢ > s > 0 the result follows in the same way. O

Lemmas 4.7 and 6.1, the boundary condition in (6.1), and Theorem 6.2 yield the
observability estimate

t
(6.18) (B B)(O)]% < / 1B % vy dr

for times ¢t > T, where T is given by Lemma 6.1.

We further deduce the exponential stability of the semigroup (S(t)):>0 on X.
For scalar coefficients this fact was shown in [14], [15], and [23]. For the case of
internal damping we refer to [13], [24], or [25]. We note that the next result does
not follow from Theorem 3.1.

Corollary 6.3. Let (6.2), (6.3), (6.4), and (6.5) hold. For (Ey, Hy) € X we have
s E®, 1)

S et ||, HO)|

L2 (Q) L2(Q)

for some w >0 and all t > 0.

Proof. Using Lemma 5.1, Lemma 4.7, Theorem 6.2, as well as the boundary con-
dition in (6.1) and (6.6), we obtain the estimate

||<E,H><t>uig+/o /Q<5E-E+MH-H>dxdT

S B H)®) 72 + (B H) )17
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+/0t/r(y.(5E,uH)|2+|yx(E,H)|2) do dr

t
5MEJﬂ@WZ+WU1HN®ﬁr+AHEXVﬁade
S (B, H)0)|3 -

for t > T', where T'is given by Lemma 6.1. As in Remark 5.2 of [20], the exponential
decay now follows in a standard way. ([

Combining Theorem 6.2 with (6.6) and Lemma 4.7 we derive the following result,
allowing us to bound the traces of the fields by their initial values globally in time.
(See Theorem 1.2 of [5] or Proposition 4.12 for results locally in time.)

Corollary 6.4. Let (6.2), (6.3), (6.4), and (6.5) hold. Then the solution (E,H) €
C([0,00), (L?(Q))°) of (6.1) satisfies
¢
B Oy + [ 1B qry a7 S NEG) HOD 0
for 0 <s<t.

7. PROOF OF PROPOSITION 3.4
We recall the crucial regularity result from Section 3.

Proposition 3.4. Under the conditions of Theorem 3.1 with the exception of (3.1)
and the connectedness of R3 \ ) the following estimate holds

2(t) Se(t) + 2(1)°
for allt € 10,T,).

Due to the nonlinear boundary conditions, one has to account for extra terms
compared to the proof of Proposition 4.1 in [26], but we can still follow the reasoning
given there. Therefore, we will only outline the proof and focus on the differences
to [26].

Proof. Remember that z is given by

2(t) = max (‘

. 2
J
max A E()|

H3-3(Q)

+|

. 2
A0 )

2
L%Q)) '

The L2-terms of z can thus be trivially bounded by e(t). The other (squared) norms
will be estimated by e(t) or z(t)? or by means of previous steps.

Compared to [26] we only have to modify the arguments that involve boundary
conditions of differentiated problems. Here additional error terms appear as A also
depends on E. They enter our reasoning only through the div-curl Theorem A.6 a)
which controls the H'-norm for fields (u,v) by the estimate (A.3). Here we have
to control the H'/2-norm of the boundary inhomogeneities on the right-hand side.
We follow the steps of the proof given in Section 6 of [26].

1) H'-estimates for OFE and OFH. The (squared) H'-norm of 0F(E, H) for
k € {0,1,2} is bounded via the div-curl estimate. Only for k& = 2 the boundary

and e is defined as

e(t) = 3 max (Hé\;m@gE(t)‘ ’

[

0<5<3 L2(Q
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inhomogeneity hs is non-zero, where we have [|hzl| g2y < 2(t)? by (2.16), as
desired.

2) Interior spatio-temporal estimates for E and H. One decomposes (E,H) =
(1—x)(E,H)+x(E, H) for a cutoff function y, being equal to 1 near the boundary
. In the estimates for (1 — x)OF(E, H) the boundary does not play a role so that
the reasoning from [26] has not to be modified.

3) Preparation for the boundary collar estimates for E and H. To get H>- or
H3- bounds on 9fx(E, H), we employ tangential and normal derivatives 9, and
0, (extended to a neighborhood of T'). We use the div-curl Theorem A.6 a) for
0,0F(x(E,H)) with k € {0,1} and for 8?(x(E, H)). Differentiating (2.14) with
ho =0 or h; = 0 we obtain

- OFYH x v + (S\k((’“)TafxE X 1/)) X v=—0FH x d,v

(7.1) - (aTxk@fXE X y)) Xy — <5\k(8fxE X afy)) X v
- (:\k(afxE X 1/)) X Orv.
and
O2(xH) x v+ (AOZ(XE) x v) x v = =20, (xH) x 0,v — (xH) x &2v
— ((82 )(XE xv)) x v — (AxE) x 63V) xv— (AMxE) x v) x v

= 2((8:2)(0-(xE) x v)) x v =2((0-A)(XE x 0rv)) x v

—2((0, /\ XE x v)) x 0,v —2(A0;(xE) x 0;v) x v

( 0-xE) ><1/)><61/— (AxExaTV)xaTu.
with A\g = A(-,E) and A\; = X4(-, E). The remaining estimates involving 9, are
entirely based on the curl and div equations (2.13) respectively (2.15) and thus
carry over from [26].

4) H?*-estimates for E and H. When estimating (E,H) in H?, we need the
boundary condition (7.1) with k& = 0. Compared to [26], the only new term is
iLk = (875\k(8t’“E X V)) X v

with k = 0, where we note that

3
(72)  Ohi(z,t) = (O5\) (2, E(x,t)) + > O, Mp(, E(x,1))0;Ey(w,t) .

i=1
We can thus bound this error term by

HiL0HH1/2(F) S ”87')‘('7E)E||H1
(7:3) S N0eAllywrroe 1Bl zrn + [10eAlyr oo 1B wrioe 1B 111
S IEl g+ 2(1)

as desired, using Sobolev’s embedding and z < 1 by (2.9). (Observe that ||E||
and ||0,E|| ;. were already handled in step 1).)

5) H?-estimates for O, F and 9;H. To bound 9;(E, H) in H? we use (7.1) with
k =1. In (7.3) one only has to replace || E|| ;. by ||0:E| 51 in order to show

1]l o py S NOB g + 2(2)
() ~
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as before.

6) H?-estimates for E and H. We finally treat the H3>-norm of (E, H). Com-
pared to steps 4) and §), in the boundary condition only the term h with D2\ poses
new difficulties. To tackle it, we differentiate (7.2) once more in x and employ
Sobolev’s embedding. It follows

1 oy S 102ACEVE s < 1020y 1Bl s+ 10Ny, 1]

+ 102N yr. o 1Bz 1B g5 + 106 1.0 [ g2 1 B g
SIE| g +2(1) - O

APPENDIX A. DI1v-CURL-ESTIMATE

In this section we show the div-curl estimates in Theorem A.6. To this aim, we
have to study the Helmholtz decomposition in H~? to some extent.

Remark A.1. Let —3 < s < i. Here the dual (H*(2))* equals H*(Q) since
C°(9) is dense in H*(2), see Theorem 11.1 in [22] or Chapter 4.3. in [30]. As in
[17], we define the normal trace tr, : H*(div,Q) — H* 2 (I') distributionally by

(@, trn u) = (divu, @) gs @) xma-5(Q) + (U, VO) 5o () x -2 ()

for p € C°(T') and ® € C*(U) with tr® = ¢ for a bounded domain U D> .
This definition is independent of the choice of the continuation ® of . Futhermore
Theorem 2.3 in [17] yields the continuity of tr,,.

Analogously we can define the tangential trace try: H*(curl, Q) — H =3 (T) by

(o, treu) = (u, curl @) gro () x -+ () — (curlw, @) gs(q)x m-+() -
We estimate
(s trew) S Pl g-- (o) lowrlull o) + lull go ) el @l . g
S ||“HHs(cur1) ||(I)||H1—s(9) .

Note that ||<p||H%,S(F) is the infimum of [|®| ;1. q), where ® € H'"*() with

tr ® = . Taking the infimum on both sides of the inequality above, we thus obtain
(9110 S 1 oy 191 3
This yields the continuity of tr,: H*(curl) — H*1/2(I") of the tangential trace.
Introducing
Hio(div0,Q) = Hio(divo) == {f € (H*())° | div f =0, v-tr f = 0},
G* =G Q) = {ue (H )’ |Tp € HTH Q) : Vo =u},
we can recall the following Helmholtz decomposition from Theorem 3.1 in [17].

Lemma A.2. Let Q C R3 be bounded with C*1 boundary T'. Further, suppose that
—% <s< % We then have the following topological direct sum

(H*(2))° = H2,o(div0) & G*(92).
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The curl operator on H'~%. We state the estimate (2.5) from [12]. It is later
utilized in an argument involving Peetre’s lemma to show that the curl operator in
a suitable setting has closed image.

Lemma A.3. Let Q C R? be bounded with C%-boundary, 0 € [0,%), and v €
H'=%(Q) with tr, v =0. We then have

[0l g0 S lldivall -0 + [earlv] -0 + [0l g-o -

The following result is well know for § = 0, see Remark IX.1.4 of [10], where
variants without connectivity assumptions are proven.

Lemma A.4. Let Q C R3 be bounded and simply connected with a connected C?!
boundary T'. For 6 € (0, %) the curl as an operator

curl: (H}5%(div0), |||l g1-0) — (H=?(div 0), ||| ;o)
is an isomorphism, and we have curl(H*~%) = H=%(div0).

Proof. 1) Let V == (H};(div 0),||-|| ;10 ) denote the domain of the curl. Obviously
curl V is a subspace of curl H'=%. Let w € H'7% Lemma A.2 for s = 0 yields
functions v € HY(div0) and ¢ € H' such that w = v + V. It follows

Ayp = divVy = divw € H~? with tr, Vo = tr, w € H/?>7%(I).

Elliptic regularity implies that ¢ belongs to H2~?, so that v = w—Vyp € H*?. As
a result, v is contained in V. Since curlw = curlwv, the images curl H'=% = curl V
agree.

2) Next, we show that curlV is closed by means of Peetre’s lemma (see
Lemma IX.1.2 in [10]). To this end, we consider the operators A; = curl: V — H~?
and Ay =Id: V — H~?. The Rellich-Kondrachov theorem shows that A, is com-
pact. Lemma A.3 implies the inequality

lollgi-o S IAwl -0 + [ Azvl o for v e V.

Hence, curl V is closed in H~? by Peetre’s lemma and, moreover, the kernel of curl
on V is finite dimensional. In the following step we show that it is indeed trivial.

3) Let w € V with curlw = 0 be an element of the kernel. In particular, w belongs
to H(curl0). Thus, from Proposition IX.1.2 of [10] we obtain w € G° = VH!(Q),
using simple connectedness. Since H!5?(div0) C HY(div0), Lemma A.2 implies
that w = 0. Therefore, the kernel of curl: H}5%(div0) — curl(H*~?) is trivial.

4) Finally, we establish that the image of the curl operator on H'~%(Q) is given
by curl(H'=%) = H=%(div0). The result will then follow from the previous steps
and the bounded inverse theorem.

4.a) We begin by showing

curl ') = {u € HY(Q) |Vw € curl H(Q) : (u,w) o -0 = 0}
(A1) = Hf(curl0) := {u € H(curl) | curlu = 0, tr,u = 0}.
Let u € curl(H!=%)Le. For v € C°(Q) € H'7%(Q) we compute

0 = <U,Cur1U>HGXH79 = /
Q

Hence, curlu = 0 and v € H?(curl). For v € H'(Q) we then obtain

weurlvdz = (v, curlu) yi-o o1 -
0]

0= (u,curlv) oy g-o = (u,curlv) o, g-o — {curlu, v) goy g6



DECAY OF THE NONLINEAR MAXWELL SYSTEM WITH ABSORBING BOUNDARY 29

= (tr; u, tr U>H9—1/2(F)><H1/2—9)(F)a

and the first inclusion curl(H'=%)t¢ C Hf(curl0) follows.
To show the reverse direction, take u € Hfj(curl0). Let v € H'=%(Q) and
v, € C%°(Q) N H~9(Q) with v,, — v in H'~?. We have

(u, curlvy) go o = (curlu, vn) gox g—o + (Un, 14 W) gr1/2-0 0y go—1/2(ry = 0.
Since curlv,, — curlv in H~%, we deduce (u, curl v) go(qyx g-o() = 0. Therefore, u

belongs to curl(H'~%)+¢ and (A.1) is shown.
4.b) We finish by proving

(A.2) curl(H'=%) = H=%(div 0).
Let u € curl(H'=?). Take ¢ € HA™® and note that Vo € Hf(curl0), see for
example the proof of Proposition IX.3 in [10]. Step 4.a) thus yields

0= <V<p, u>H9(Q)><H—9(Q) = <(p, div U>H1+8(Q)XH—1—8(Q) .

Hence divu = 0 and u lies in H~%(div 0).

Next, let u € H=%(div0) and take v € HY(curl0). Since I is connected, Propo-
sition IX.1.3 in [10] yields a potential ¢ € H'*? with Vo = v and constant trace
tr ¢ = c for some ¢ € R. By considering ¢ — ¢, we can assume that ¢ € H&H’. Take
test functions ¢, tending to ¢ in H'*t?. We then calculate

(v, 'UJ>H9(Q)><H*9(Q) = (Vyp, u>H"(Q)><H*9(Q)

= M (Vor, u) o) o () + (@ iV ) o) xm—o (o)
= lim (tr g, tr,u) =0.
k—o0

We conclude that
u € LG(Hfo(curIO)) ={uec H % |Vve Hj(curl0) : (v,u)goypg-o =0}
= (cwrl(H'9)40) = cur(H0) = curl(H')
using (A.1) and step 2). Therefore, (A.2) is true. O
We next observe that Lemma 2.4 in [6] extends from 6 =0 to 6 € (—3,0].
Lemma A.5. Let u € H(curl) and 6 € [0,1). Then

curlp (tr; u) = — divp(tr, u) € H 2,
where we set
curlp (try u) == try, (curl u)
and, for all o € C°°(T') and ® € C*(U) with tr ® = ¢ and open U 2 Q,
(divp(try u), @) == —(try u, tr.(VP)) .
Proof. First note that curlu € H=?(div0) and thus tr, curlu € H=¢~2(I'). Since
also tr,u € H=%2(I), the definitions yield
(curlp (try u), ®) = (trp(curlu), ®) = (P, divcurlu)q + (VP, curlu)q

= —(tr(V®), try u) = —(tr(VP), try u>H9+%(F)xH*9*%(F)

= —(¢p, divp(tr; u)),

where we partly omit the underlying spaces. [



30 R. NUTT AND R. SCHNAUBELT

The Div-Curl-Estimate. We show a corrected and improved version of Lem-
ma 5.1 of [26]. We note that part a) was shown in Lemma 4.5.5 of [7] for scalar
v and @ = 0 in a similar way. In [26] the L?-norms of v and v on the right-hand
side of (A.3) were omitted erroneously. The estimate (A.3) for § = 0 below suffices
for [26]. Actually this version does not require additional geometric properties.
In part b) we can remove the L2-norms, as needed in Lemma 5.4, assuming that
R3 \ Q is connected. This condition is needed, since without it the operator A in
the proof would have a non-trivial kernel of the form (Vg, Vi), where div(aVy) =
div(8V1) = 0 and ¢ and 1 are constant on components of I' = 9€2.

Theorem A.6. Let O C R* be bounded with boundary I' € C? and 6 € [0,1).

Assume that o, € Wl’m(Q,ngﬁg), v € WLOO(I‘,RS},XTS) satisfy a, B,y > n > 0
and yvt C vt. Let (u,v) € H=%(curl) fulfill div(au) € H=Y, div(Bv) € H=Y, and
vxv+y(uxv)xv=heHY*T)3,
a) Then u and v belong to H'=%(Q)? and
[l g0 + [0l a0 S lull o cury + 10l -0 cuny + [div(au)|| o
+ div(Bo)ll -0 + 1All g1/2-0 )y == N(u, v, 1)

b) Let 0 = 0. Assume in addition that R3\ Q is connected. We then obtain
ull g + 10l g1 S Mleurlul[ L2 + [leurlvf| 2 + [|div(ew)]| >

+ ldiv(Bo)ll L2 + 1Bl g1r2ry -

Proof. a) As in Lemma 4.5.5 of [7] or Proposition 6.1 of [20], we use a finite partition
of unity x; for 2 such that supp x; C 2; C Q for starshaped, bounded open sets 2;.
Following Lemma 5.1 of [26] we will prove that x;u and x;v belong to H'=%(Q;)
and

(A.3)

(A4)

Ixgull e + X501 1o < N(xju, x50, x5h) < N(u, v, h)
Summing these pieces, we obtain (A.3).

So let €2 be starshaped. Since curlu € H~?(div0), by Lemma A.4 there is a field
w € H5?(div0) such that curlu = curlw and ||wl|g1-o < |Jcurlul| ;. So u —w
belongs to H~%(curl 0). We show that H~?(curl0) = G°.

Indeed, the inclusion “2” is clear. Conversely, take f € H~%(curl0). Lemma A.2
provides maps vy € Hgoe(div 0) and ¢ € G~Y such that f = vy + Vy. Hence,
vg is contained in H;O‘g(div 0) N H=9%curl 0). For an open, simply connected set
U CU C 9, take a cut-off function y € C°(2) with y = 1 on U and let © be the
zero-extension of yvg to R®. Computing

. Vo, v Vx,v
Idiv o gosy = sup OV )| o KVl
peHO(R3) ||<P||He pEHY (R3) ||80||He
\Ila’UO
Sx  sup |<\p A [voll gr-o
We(H?)3 || ||H9
. B (xcurl®,vg) | (D x Vx,v0)]
[eurld|[ oo (gsy = sup |5 = sup
vero®)s | |[Pllge vero®e)s  |[Pllge
lIJa’UO
Sx sup |<\p ) = llvollgr-o
wemoys [[¥go

we see that @,dive and curld belong to H=%(R?). Hence, ¥ = (1 — A)~%/2% is
an element of H(div,R?) N H(curl,R?) = H'(R?). As a result, 9 is contained
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in H'=%(R%) and vy in HL_?(Q), which means that vy € H(curl0,U). Proposi-
tion IX.1.2 in [10] now yields a map ¥y € H'(U) with V¥ = vy on U. Because
divvyg = 0 the map Wy is analytic, and by analytic continuation we find a smooth
function ¥ on Q with V¥ = vy € HY.

Let zy be the star center of . We can write ¥ = ¥(zg) + fol T,VV - mdr,
where T, g(z) = g(xo — 7(z — z¢)) and m(x) = x — zo. This identity implies that
VU belongs to H~%(£2). Since also AV = 0 on Q and 9,¥ = tr,,vg = 0 on I, we
deduce ¥ = 0 and so vg = 0, as needed.

Hence, there exists a function ¢ € H'~? such that Vo = u — w and therefore

(A.5) div(aVe) = div(au) — div(aw) € H?.
Here we can assume that fQ wdz = 0. We thus obtain
el -0 S IVllg-o S lull o + lwllg-o S Ml -0 (cun

by the Poincaré inequality in H~%(2) which can be shown as in L?(£2). One also
infers

6@l -0y S Nl gri-o S Nl -6 cuny -
0 vy —v
Let f x v = (7,/3 ¢ uof)f — Bf and 5 = BTyB. As in Lemma 5.1 of [26] we
now see that ’ '

divp(Ftr-(Ve)) = divp(y(w x v) x v) — divp(y(u X v) X v)
=divp(y(w x v) x v) — divp(h) + divp(try v)
= divp(y(w x v) x v) — divp(h) — tr,,(curlv)

belongs to H~%~2 (I'), using also Lemma A.5 and that curlv € H—%(div 0). Elliptic
regularity then yields tro € H2 9(I'), and then ¢ € H2~? because of (A.5).
Collecting the above relations we can thus bound u in H'~? as asserted. One can
treat v similarly also using v € H'~% and the boundary condition. (Here one can
let ¥ =1).

b) Now assume that R? \ Q is connected and that § = 0. We show that the
L2-norms appearing on the right-hand side of (A.3) can be estimated by the div-
curl-terms. Assume that

1w, )l g1 Z lleurlull o + [lewl ol o + [[div(aw)| 2 + [div(Bo)l| 2 + 1Bl g2y -

Hence, there exists a sequence (ug,vg) € H' with ||(ug,vk)||gn = 1 such that
the right-hand side tends to zero. By means of the Banach—Alaoglu and Rellich—
Kondrachov theorems, we can choose a subsequence, again denoted by (ug,vk),
which converges to a limit (u,v) in L2.

We employ the operator A = (_ 2, “4") on X = (ker(diva) Nker(divg), ||| 2)
with

D(A) = {(u,v) € X | curlu, curlv € L* v x v +y(u x v) x v = 0}.

Note that (@, 7) belongs to the kernel of A.

We will prove below that A is injective. Therefore, the sequence (ug,vy) con-
verges to (u,) = 0 in L?. The estimate (A.3) with § = 0 then shows that
|(uk, vi) || — 0, contradicting ||(ug,vx)|| z1 = 1 and the assertion follows.
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So take (u,v) € D(A) with 0 = A(%) and consider

0= (A(ﬁ)‘(’;)) :/Q(curlv-u—curlu-v)dx.

Integrating by parts and using the boundary condition, we compute

Oz/r(uxz/)mdo:—/ru-(vxy)do:/r(uxu)-v(uxu)da.

The positive definiteness of v implies that v x v = 0 and therefore v x v = 0 as
well. Thus, (u,v) € ker A satisfies

curlu = curlv =0, on €,

uxv=vxv=0, onl.

Theorem 2.8 of [6] yields functions p,v € H(Q) with V¢ = u and V¢ = v,
which are constant on each component of 9. Because of (u,v) € X we also have
div(aVp) = 0 and div(8Ve) = 0. Since R? \ Q is connected, we see that ¢ and ¢
are constant on each component of €2, so that « = 0 = v. Hence, A is injective as
desired. (]
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