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“Capelo mon amour” - 
Fajã Grande, Flores, Capelo, Faial 1999 – 2023 

 
24 ans de recherches écologiques et géographiques aux Açores 

24 anos de investigação ecológica e geográfica nos Açores 
24 years of ecological and geographical research in the Azores  

Vue on the volcanic comples of Capelo Photo: C.Neff  © Sept. 2017 Pictures all © C. Neff 1999 &  2001  



““Capelo mon amour”, 1999 – 2023, 24 years of ecological and geographical research in the 
Azores”, Oral presentation, C.Neff, Okeanos Universidade dos Açores, Horta 27.9.2023 

3 

““Capelo mon amour”, 1999 – 2023,  
24 years of ecological and geographical research in the Azores”,  

I.   Introduction:  
     
II.  Fajã Grande, Flores 
 
III.   Faial  
  
IV.  Conclusions:  
  

The author in September 2021 explaining the Genesis of the Capelinhos to his 
students. 
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I. Introduction: Why the Azores & Capelinhos 

Screenshot: Souvenirs d’une soirée de samedi passé devant le petit 
écran : Au cœur des volcans, requiem pour Katia et Maurice Krafft, 
documentaire de Werner Herzog, Blog paysages. 2.10.2022 

https://cneffpaysages.blog/2022/10/02/souvenirs-dune-soiree-de-samedi-passe-devant-le-petit-ecran-au-coeur-des-volcans-requiem-pour-katia-et-maurice-krafft-documentaire-de-werner-herzog/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2022/10/02/souvenirs-dune-soiree-de-samedi-passe-devant-le-petit-ecran-au-coeur-des-volcans-requiem-pour-katia-et-maurice-krafft-documentaire-de-werner-herzog/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2022/10/02/souvenirs-dune-soiree-de-samedi-passe-devant-le-petit-ecran-au-coeur-des-volcans-requiem-pour-katia-et-maurice-krafft-documentaire-de-werner-herzog/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2022/10/02/souvenirs-dune-soiree-de-samedi-passe-devant-le-petit-ecran-au-coeur-des-volcans-requiem-pour-katia-et-maurice-krafft-documentaire-de-werner-herzog/
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I. Introduction: Why the Azores & Capelinhos 

Tazieff, H (1958): L‘Eruption 1957.58 et la Tectonique de Faial (Acores) . In: Extrait du Bulletin de la Société Belge de 
Géologie de Paléontologie et d‘Hydrologie. (Bruxelles), T.LXVV, fasc, 1, 1958, Extrait de: Forjaz, V.H Ed.)(1997): Vulcão dos 
Capelinhos ;  retrospectivas vol. 1. Ponta Delagada, pp. 91 – 112. 
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I. Introduction 

Christian Rudel, a french travel writer 
& “geographer” was certainly one of 
the first to write about a praeportugese 
occupation of the Azores. His book  
„les Açores“ accompanied me during 
my first travels to the Azores. This was 
more than twenty years before the 
controversial paper of  Raposeiro et. 
al. 2021 & 2022. But Rudel speaks 
more of „visiting“ „les Açores on éte 
visitée (2001, 24)“  
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II. Fajã Grande, Flores 

Pierluigi Bragaglia (1963-2020), o 
historiador italiano da Ilha das 
Flores / the italian historian of the 
island of Flores 
 
My first “contact” with “Flores”  
& “Fajã Grande” 
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II. Fajã Grande, Flores 

Fajã Grande, Pictures all © C. Neff 1999 & 2001; Picture of Dracena draco published in Neff (2004)  
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Fotos: C. Neff 
Fajã Grande, Photos: © C. Neff 1999 & 2001 
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Fajã Grande, Flores 

Fajã Grande outcut,1999 -2001 
 
No publication 
 
Design of a vegetation map never published 
(Cartography Jens Bernert) 
 
Datacollection etc. Neff, C. &  
Geography students of the University of 
Mannheim (1999 & 2001) 
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II. Fajã Grande, Flores 
Fajã Grande 1999 -2001 
Main results: 
 
Highlands: very natural „hyperombrophil“Juniperus 
brevifolia forest  
 
Fajã Grande Vigia: Notable Dracena draco including  
natural regeneration 
 
Coastline: Many azorean/macoronesian endemits 
No Carpobrotus edulis invasion, Crithmum maritimum 
still very present! 

Crithmum 
maritimum, yellow 
coastline in the map 
in Fajã Grande 
© C. Neff 2001 
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III. Faial: The Capelo complex: 

Vue on the volcanic comples of Capelo Photo: C.Neff  © Sept. 2017 

« Monti di fuoco, vento e solitudine.  
Cosi descriveva le Azzorre, nel Cinquecento,  
uno dei primi viaggiatori portoghesi che vi sbarcò.»  
 
Antonio Tabucchi (1983), Donna di Porto Pim, p. 40 
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III. Faial: The Capelo complex: the birth of the the Capelinhos in 1957  
Landscape Views of the Capelinhos/Porto do Comprido/Norte Pequeno 1999/2000/2001 

Pictures all © C. Neff 1999, 2000, 2001  
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III. Faial: Véronique 

Véronique / Verónica Scholer Brasil Alves 
in September 2021 
„the ethno-artistique/ethno-botanic memory 
of Capelo“ 
 
When I arrived in Capelo in September 
1999 she was one of the rare persons living 
in the „rua do Canto“ in Capelo 
(more details can be find in „paysages“ 
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-
de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-
ile-de-faial-acores/) 

Véronica in September 2021, Foto © C.Neff 2022  

https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
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III. Faial / fieldwork with Students 
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III. Faial The Capelo complex: the birth of the the Capelinhos in 1957  
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III. The Capelo complex: Ribeiro sketches (1958) showing the genesis of the Capelinhs  

Orignalsource: Ribeiro & De Brito (1958) reprinted in : Neff, C. (2021): Observations de la dynamique végétale 
sur le Volcan des Capelinhos (Île de Faial, Açores, Portugal). Finisterra, 56(117), pp.107- 126 . 
 doi.org/10.18055/Finis18523 
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III. The Capelo complex: student sketches (2019)   
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IIi. The Capelo complex: mapping the capello ashfields  

Source: (map 14/15) adapted from Bilgic, 
S.2021 
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III. The Capelo complex: Ipomea indica the new invasive species in Capelo ?   

Ipomea indica  
seems to have a notable place in eastern part of Capelo ashfield landscape,  
 
Pictures all © C. Neff September 2021 
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III. The Capelo complex: landscape changes on Capeloashfields 2021  

„New vineyard“ and „Housing“ new elements of the Capelo ashfield landscape,  
Pictures all © Christopher Castro  September 2021 
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III. The Capelo complex:  

View from the Pico Verde on the Cabeço do canto , the Capelo 
ashfields with vineyards, and the Capelinhos, © C.Neff September 
2021  
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II. The Capelo complex:  

2017 – 2022 
Arundo donax  
is still blocking Vegetation 
dynamics in the Western part of 
the Ashfields  
 
Impomea indica  
Seems to become dominant in some 
Areas „Vineyards“ are no a 
„landmark“ 
„Housing“/Secondary residence 
appearing 

Capeloashfields and Capelinhos, © C.Neff 
September 2022 
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III. The Capelo complex: the Capelinhos Volcano  

Capelinhos, Central crater,  
Photos © Christopher Castro  September 2021 
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II. The Capelo complex: recent plant dynamics on the Capelinhos 

• no major changes on the Capelinhos in  
     2019 and 2021 
 
• same species, but vegetation is becoming 

denser  
 

• the access to the Capelinhos is forbidden/ 
     and furthermore the access is very dangerous 
 
• still no woody vegetation on the Volcano 

(September 2021) 
 

• the „avifauna“ seems to be an important driver 
of this young ecosystem. 
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III. The Capelo complex: Views from September 2021  

View from the Central crater on the Cabeço Norte (North crater),  
Photos © C. Neff, September 2021 
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IV. Gardens & Landscapes: 

Hotel parc vegetation, 
Azoris Fajal Garden, 
Photo © C.Neff, 
September 2021 



““Capelo mon amour”, 1999 – 2023, 24 years of ecological and geographical research in the 
Azores”, Oral presentation, C.Neff, Okeanos Universidade dos Açores, Horta 27.9.2023 

28 

III. Gardens & Landscapes: treemap of hotelparc of the Hotel Fajal 2019 

Source: adapted from Bilgic et al 2020 
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III. Gardens & Landscapes: horticultural gardens 

Horticultural garden in Cedros  2019 (Taro, Bananas, Pineapple etc.)   
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IV. Conclusions I: the land  

 still no woody plants on the Capelinhos 
 Vineyards come back again (prae Capelinhos landscape?) 
     (prae Capelinhos can be reconstructed by watching the film: 
     „Les hommes de la baleine“ produced by Mario Ruspoli, which was partly filmed in 
      Porto do Comprido in 1956)  
 housing, secondary residence and tourism has reached Capelo 
 exotics are the dominant elements of gardens and parks 
 You can still find natural vegetation in Faial – here the crater of the Pico verde 
 with Laurus azorica, Ilex perado, Erica azorica, Vaccinium cylindaceum,   
     photos © C.Neff, September 2021 
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IV. Conclusions II: the atlantic  

Porto do Comprido 
1999: no garbage, no waste  
2021: there are days Porto do Comprido is full of waste, garbage, plastic 
debris etc. 

Photo, © C.Neff, September 2021 
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IV. Conclusions III: Observations September 2023 

Photo, © C.Neff, September 2021 

Faial the happy island seems to be still spared  
from„Rhynchophorus ferrugineus“ 
(Escaravelho-vermelho pt) invasion! 
 
This palm weevil is currently destroying the 
„Palmeraie“ „scenary“ of allmost  
all mediterranean (old-world) regions. 
 
Faial still has similarities with the first  
geobotanical-geographical description by  
Michel Adanson (1757) written in October 1753.   
 
 
 
 
 

Phoenix canarienses, Jardim da Praça do Infante, Horta 
Photo: © Christophe Neff 24.09.2023 
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IV. Conclusions III: 2031 retirement  
. 

Photo, © C.Neff, September 2021 

I will be retiring in 2031, 
but as I only a need a „fieldflora“ 
to do fieldreserach I will probably 
continue in one or the other way on the 
„Azores“  
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IV. Conclusions:  

Bibliography and further reading I: 
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Bilgic, S. et al. (2020): Kartierpraktikum Azoren 2019 Kartierbericht, Karlsruher  Institut für   
 Technologie, Institut für Geographie und Geoökologie .  
 Zeitraum: 20.09.19 – 29.09.19.  
Bilgic, S. (2021): Kartographische Analyse des  Vegetationswandels auf den Aschenfeldern 
 des Vulkans Capelinhos in Capelo (Faial/Azoren/Portugal), unveröffentlichte 
 Zulassungsarbeit für das Lehramt an Gymnasien, (unpublished admission thesis for 
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Bragaglia, P. (1999): Concelho de Santa Cruz das Flores. Roteiro Histórico e Pedestre. 
 Santa Cruz das Flores 
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Neff, C. (2004): Azoren: Blumeninsel im Atlantik. Geographische Rundschau, B.56, H. 6, p. 24   
 - 28, DOI: 10.5445/IR/1000014989 
,  
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““Capelo mon amour”, 1999 – 2023, 24 years of ecological and geographical research in the 
Azores”, Oral presentation, C.Neff, Okeanos Universidade dos Açores, Horta 27.9.2023 

35 

IV. Conclusions:  

Bibliography and further reading II: 
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 Faial, Açores, Portugal). Finisterra, 56(117), pp.107- 126 . 
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Neff, C. (2022): Souvenirs d’une soirée de samedi passé devant le petit écran : Au cœur des 
 volcans, requiem pour Katia et Maurice Krafft, documentaire de Werner Herzog. 
 "Paysages: paysages et livres – Landschaften und Bücher – Landscapes and Books 
Raposeiro P. et al.,(2021):  Climate change facilitated the early colonization of the 
 Azores Archipelago during medieval times . Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 118, 
 e2108236118 ( 2021 ). 
Raposeiro, P. et al. (2022). Multiproxy evidence of widespread landscape disturbance in 
 multiple Azorean lakes before the Portuguese arrival. Proceedings of the National 
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Ribeiro, O.; Brito, R.S. de (1958): Primeira nóticia da erupcao dos Capelinhis na Ihla do 
 Faial. In: Naturalia, v. VII. fasc. I-IV, 1957-1958, Lisboa 
  

https://cneffpaysages.blog/2019/11/03/souvenirs-de-vingt-ans-de-voyage-de-recherche-a-capelo-ile-de-faial-acores/
https://revistas.rcaap.pt/finisterra/article/view/18523
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2022/10/02/souvenirs-dune-soiree-de-samedi-passe-devant-le-petit-ecran-au-coeur-des-volcans-requiem-pour-katia-et-maurice-krafft-documentaire-de-werner-herzog/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2022/10/02/souvenirs-dune-soiree-de-samedi-passe-devant-le-petit-ecran-au-coeur-des-volcans-requiem-pour-katia-et-maurice-krafft-documentaire-de-werner-herzog/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2022/10/02/souvenirs-dune-soiree-de-samedi-passe-devant-le-petit-ecran-au-coeur-des-volcans-requiem-pour-katia-et-maurice-krafft-documentaire-de-werner-herzog/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2022/10/02/souvenirs-dune-soiree-de-samedi-passe-devant-le-petit-ecran-au-coeur-des-volcans-requiem-pour-katia-et-maurice-krafft-documentaire-de-werner-herzog/
https://cneffpaysages.blog/2022/10/02/souvenirs-dune-soiree-de-samedi-passe-devant-le-petit-ecran-au-coeur-des-volcans-requiem-pour-katia-et-maurice-krafft-documentaire-de-werner-herzog/
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IV. Conclusions:  

Bibliography and further reading III: 
 
Rudel, C. (2002): Les Açores, un archipel au coeur de l‘Atlantik. Paris, Karthala 
Rull, V. (2023): Settlement and anthropization of the Azores Islands. Commentary. Journal of 
 Biogeography DOI: 10.1111/jbi.14712 
Tazieff, H (1958): L‘Eruption 1957.58 et la Tectonique de Faial (Acores) . In: Extrait du Bulletin 
 de la Société Belge de Géologie de Paléontologie et d‘Hydrologie. (Bruxelles), 
 T.LXVV, fasc, 1, 1958, Extrait de: Forjaz, V.H (Ed.)(1997): Vulcão dos Capelinhos ; 
 retrospectivas vol. 1. Ponta Delagada, pp. 91 – 112. 
Schäfer, H. (2002). Flora of the Azores. A Field guide. Margraf Verlag. 
Schäfer, H. (2021): Flora of the Azores. A Field guide. Third Enlarged Edition. Margraf Verlag 
  



““Capelo mon amour”, 1999 – 2023, 24 years of ecological and geographical research in the 
Azores”, Oral presentation, C.Neff, Okeanos Universidade dos Açores, Horta 27.9.2023 

37 

Thank your for your attention 

Questions ? Commentaries ? 

Photo: between Pico Verde and Cabeço do Canto in the Capelo volcanic complex  
  in September 2008  
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