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Abstract. Nuclear waste governance is a technical and societal task with numerous and complex challenges.
The goal is generally accepted and clearly defined, which is that high-level waste is to be stored in a deep geolog-
ical repository. The path to this goal is determined by the site selection procedure outlined in the Repository Site
Selection Act (StandAG). Today (2023), we are in the phase of moving from potentially suitable areas in Ger-
many to a limited number of siting regions. However, selecting a repository site with the best possible safety is
only one of the challenges on the way to the final storage of nuclear waste. It can be assumed that the conditions
of the social and political framework will change during the decade-long process of site selection, construction,
and storage in a repository (Hocke et al., 2021). It is highly probable that unforeseen developments will occur
and that a response will be necessary. The entire disposal process must be designed to be flexible so that the
central players can remain capable of acting. At the same time, however, it must also be sufficiently robust to
allow the process of emplacement in a repository to be completed with as little delay as possible. What precau-
tions need to be taken so that, from the current perspective, the best possible response can be made to unforeseen
developments? What decisions will have to be made, and what consequences can be expected? How can path
dependencies be avoided (Scheer et al., 2023)? These and other questions were the subject of the 2 d workshop
“Nuclear Waste Disposal – Possible Paths, Directional Decisions, Future Challenges”, which was held with a
selected group of stakeholders from the field of nuclear waste governance in May 2023. In our contribution, we
will present key results of the workshop. The focus of our attention is on the question regarding which problems
and perceptions the central actors represented in the workshop focus on and to what extent the experimental
setting of the workshop is suitable for promoting collective problem-solving (Werle and Schimank, 2000).
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