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Diverse defects in copper indium gallium diselenide solar cells cause nonradiative recombination losses 
and impair device performance. Here, an organic passivation scheme for surface and grain boundary 
defects is reported, which employs an organic passivation agent to infiltrate the copper indium gallium 
diselenide thin films. A transparent conductive passivating (TCP) film is then developed by incorporating 
metal nanowires into the organic polymer and used in solar cells. The TCP films have a transmittance of 
more than 90% in the visible and nearinfrared spectra and a sheet resistance of ~10.5 Ω/sq. This leads to 
improvements in the open-circuit voltage and the efficiency of the organic passivated solar cells compared 
with control cells and paves the way for novel approaches to copper indium gallium diselenide defect 
passivation and possibly other compound solar cells.

Introduction
Nonradiative recombination via defects in photovoltaic (PV) 
materials and at their interfaces is the main source of performance 
loss for solar cells [1–7]. Passivation technologies are employed 
to suppress nonradiative carrier recombination and have thus 
become key to the enhancement of PV devices from silicon, 
CuIn1−xGaxSe2 (CIGS), and perovskites. The passivation of 
defects in silicon with thin dielectric films such as atomic-layer-
deposited (ALD) Al2O3, plasma-enhanced chemical-vapor-
deposited SiNx, and high-temperature-formed SiO2, has been 
used for ~40 years [8,9] and have helped silicon solar cells 
become the mainstream technology in the modern PV industry. 
These solar cells currently reach power conversion efficiencies 
(PCEs) of up to 26.7% [10]. Even for the comparably younger 
perovskite solar cells, in recent years the passivation of bulk 
and interface defects [11,12] has led to PCEs over 25% [13–16]. 
Combining with other optimized material strategies and device 
designs, silicon and perovskite solar cells have achieved 91% 
and 87% of the Shockley–Queisser (SQ) limit power conversion 
efficiency (PCE) (29.4%), respectively [17].

In contrast, CIGS solar cells have only reached 79.4% of 
the possible SQ limit and the highest reported PCE is 23.35% 
[18] by far, and thus, there are still many improved spaces. The 
open-circuit voltage (VOC) and the fill factor (FF) of the CIGS 
solar cells are limited by recombination-active defect states at 
interfaces as well as in the bulk [19–21]. These defect states are 
mainly generated by unterminated bonds, such as indium cop-
per antisite InCu, selenium vacancy VSe, and gallium copper 
antisite GaCu. They exist on the outer surface, at inner grain 
boundaries, and at lattice points in the CIGS material [22,23]. 
Because of the diverse nature of the possible defects, the devel-
opment of an effective passivation technology capable of treat-
ing all types simultaneous is a challenge. In this direction, alkali 
elements are usually added into the CIGS material and have 
been shown to afford high PCEs. Na and K have been shown 
to effectively passivate defects (InCu and GaCu) and K, Rb, and 
Cs help to form a Cu-poor surface layer and an inversion layer 
on CIGS surface. For example, Chirilă et al. [40] achieved the 
record efficiency 20.4% in 2013 on PI (alkali-free) substrate by 
alkali (Na and K) postdeposition treatment (PDT). Since then, 
further breakthroughs in CIGS solar cell efficiency have always 
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been accompanied by a PDT technology. In 2016, Jackson et al. 
[24] demonstrated the effect of the rubidium and caesium in 
the alkali PDT as applied to CIGS solar cell absorbers and 
reported 22.6% efficiency. In 2019, Nakamura et al. [18] combined 
CsF-PDT and Cd-free double buffer layer based on S-incorporated 
Cu(In,Ga)–(Se,S)2 (CIGSSe) thin film. As a result, the efficiency 
was improved to 23.35%. These indicate the key role of defects 
passivation in improving CIGS solar cell efficiency.

Still, active research needs to be undertaken to further 
enhance passivation of the CIGS interfaces and grain bound-
aries. For example, very recently, inspired by passivated emit-
ter rear contact silicon solar cells, thin dielectric films such as 
Al2O3, HfO2, and GaOx, have already been widely investigated 
[26–29]. However, note that the atomic-layer-deposited Al2O3 
can only passivate the outermost defects and is not able to 
extend to the grain boundary defects [27]. In addition, as with 
silicon PVs [30,31], the use of high-temperature processes or 
high-vacuum equipment brings about technological complex-
ities for device fabrication as well as the corresponded employ-
ment of tedious materials such as intrinsic ZnO (i-ZnO) and 
aluminium-doped ZnO (AZO) or ITO, and even recently devel-
oped Zn(O,S)/(Zn,Mg)O stack layer. However, these materials 
cannot passivate defects and provide higher light incoming, 
which limits simplification of device structure design [32–34].

Here, we present an organic passivation method, using poly-
styrene sulfonic acid (PSS) or Nafion to efficiently reduce the 
CIGS interface recombination. This passivation technology 
extends its passivation effect to grain boundary defects by the 
infiltration of organic solution into the CIGS thin films. This 
simple and vacuum-free approach can be performed at room 
temperature, and most importantly, it is suitable for poly-
crystalline compound thin films with a high density of grain 
boundaries. On the basis of this passivation method, we then 
develop a new organic passivated CIGS solar cell, with a sim-
plified architecture. Transparent conductive passivating (TCP) 
films are produced by integrating silver nanowires (AgNWs) 
into the PSS or Nafion polymer matrix to form composite films, 
referred to as AgNWs:PSS or AgNWs:Nafion herein, which 
combined with their excellent passivation effect, we can build 
the architecture I: TCP/i-ZnO/CdS/CIGS/Mo solar cell and the 
simpler architecture II: TCP/CdS/CIGS/Mo solar cell without 
the conventional transparent conductive oxides (TCOs) such 
as ITO or AZO or even the i-ZnO in CIGS cells. We show that 
the organic passivated CIGS solar cells marked outperform 
unpassivated control cells in PCE, which increases from 12.27% 
to 16.87% on the architecture I by addition of Nafion passiva-
tion and from 8.91% to 13.48% on the architecture II by addi-
tion of PSS passivation.

Results

Organic passivation of CIGS thin films
CIGS thin films with a thickness of approximately 1.6 μm are 
deposited by co-evaporation on Mo-coated soda-lime glass in 
a standard 3-stage process [35]. Figure 1A shows the schematic 
illustration of the organic PSS and Nafion-passivated CIGS thin 
film. Both PSS and Nafion contain the –SO3H functional group, 
which has been shown to afford a high-quality passivation effect 
on silicon surface defects [36,37]. Here, we extend this tech-
nology onto CIGS materials and solar cells and further demon-
strate its efficacy for compound semiconductor defects. When 
the precursor solutions of PSS or Nafion are drop-casted on 

the CIGS surface, an organic layer is formed on the outer sur-
face of the CIGS (referred to as PSS/CIGS and Nafion/CIGS 
herein), and the inner pits are filled by solution infiltration. As 
shown in the Atomic Force Microscope (AFM) images in 
Fig. 1B, the PSS or Nafion smooths the CIGS surface and 
decreases root-mean-square roughness. Figure 1C shows a 
Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) image of the CIGS, PSS/
CIGS, and Nafion/CIGS, where excellent surface coverage by 
PSS and Nafion and organic infiltration into the CIGS pits can 
be seen. The ability to infiltrate the pits of CIGS was further 
verified by performing a depth profile in secondary ion mass 
spectrometry (SIMS). For the compositional analysis of the 
samples, Figure 1D shows graded distributions of the PSS and 
Nafion from top to middle to bottom of the CIGS layer. The 
depth profiles of S, F, H, and O through the CIGS suggested 
that PSS and Nafion can infiltrate the CIGS layer and accumu-
late at the front surface and back interface. This is similar to 
the alkali-PDT method reported previously [38–42]. The accu-
mulation of elements at the back interface is related to the pen-
etrated passivation layer at the Mo interface through the large 
number of voids at the backside (Fig. 1C). Those voids are 
comment for the CIGS processes, especially for the electro-
deposition method [43]; more easily formed voids allow us to 
expect the better passivation effect for electrodeposited CIGS 
solar cells. Note that high concentration of Mo at front interface 
is a measurement artifact that may be caused by the impurities 
with the same molecular weight with Mo, which can also be 
found elsewhere [44,45].

Time-resolved photoluminescence (TRPL) measurements 
were performed to prove the passivation effect. The carrier 
lifetime is calculated by a common biexponential kinetic model 
[46,47]. As shown in Fig. 2, the initially low effective lifetime 
of 4.31 ns increases to 14.65 and 33.54 ns, after PSS and Nafion 
passivation, respectively. Such improvements in carrier lifetime 
allow us to roughly extract the quasi Fermi level splitting (qFLs) 
of the passivated CIGS absorber by using the method (Eq. 1) 
recently reported by Siebentritt et al. [48–50],

where ∆(∆EF) is the qFLs, kB is the Boltzmann’s constant, T 
is the temperature, and τ1 and τ2 are the carrier lifetime of the 
passivated and unpassivated CIGS, respectively. An increase of 
31.8 and 53.3 meV in qFLs are obtained for the PSS and Nafion 
passivated CIGS, indicating the improvement in VOC of the 
further CIGS solar cell devices. X-ray photoelectron spectros-
copy (XPS) was employed to clarify the origin of passivation. 
Ar+ etching technology was added to remove the surface native 
oxides or top organic covering layer so that the characteristic 
matches the probe range (5 to 10 nm) of XPS [51]. Fig. 3A to 
D shows XPS spectra of In 3d5/2, Ga 2p3/2, Cu 2p3/2, and Se 
3d of CIGS, PSS/CIGS, and Nafion/CIGS samples. From the In 
and Ga XPS spectra, aside from In and Ga species in the CIGS 
main component, In and Ga oxides are detected (Fig. 3A and B), 
and this suggests that the grafting of O in the sulfonic func-
tional group in the PSS or Nafion molecule onto the CIGS sur-
face defects has occurred. In this case, acceptor defects such as 
InCu and GaCu at CIGS interface and ground boundaries will 
be passivated. and Cu 2p XPS spectra show no obvious change 
and remain stable before and after PSS or Nafion treatment 
(Fig. 3C). For Se, the organic passivation leads to the appearance 
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Fig. 1. Organic passivation of CIGS thin films. (A) Schematic of the organic PSS and Nafion-passivated CIGS thin film. (B) Pristine CIGS, PSS/CIGS, and Nafion/CIGS samples 
as measured by AFM. (C) SEM cross-sectional image of pristine CIGS, PSS/CIGS, and Nafion/CIGS samples. (D) Depth profiles in SIMS of PSS/CIGS and Nafion/CIGS 
samples. RMS, root mean square.
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of Se suboxides (Sex+, 0<x<2) identified toward higher binding 
energy (Fig. 3D), which again indicate that surface Se defects 
have been passivated by –SO3H [51].

First-principles calculations were employed to further clarify 
physical details of passivation. A simple trifluoromethane 
sulfonic acid molecule was used to represent the –SO3H based 
material, and further details on the computational methods 
can be found in the supporting information. By performing 
the structure optimization and the charge density difference 
analysis, 3 adsorption structures for the –SO3H group onto 
CIGS (112) surface are demonstrated (Fig. 3E to H). With the 
surface reconstructure of CIGS (112) surface, the –SO3H group 
can bond with Ga, In, and Se by its O atom, the corresponding 
adsorption energies are −1.80, −1.75, and −1.47 eV, respec-
tively, which suggest that 3 states are stable. However, for the 
Cu, no stable adsorption structures are obtained, and therefore, 
the –SO3H group cannot passivate Cu defects. In the insets to 
Fig. 3E, F, and H, it can be seen that the formation of the In–O, 
Ga–O, and Se–O bond is accompanied by a redistribution of 
surface electrons to the organic-inorganic interface and the 
formation of a depletion region at CIGS surfaces. These 3 
theoretical calculated geometries are in good agreement with 
the XPS measurements and lead us to present the following 
passivation scheme in which InCu and GaCu are oxidized by 
the –SO3H according to the following process:

and,
 

where X represents a surplus constituent other than a sulfonic 
functional group, –SO3H and R is the surplus O-containing 
constituent in the X–SO3H molecule. In this case, those defect 
states, such as InCu, VSe, and GaCu, can be effectively passivated 
by organic functional group termination method.

TCP films
In addition to excellent passivation of the CIGS thin films, PSS 
or Nafion can also be used as a transparent conductive electrode 
when combined with a thin film of AgNWs. Because of lower 
refractive index of PSS or Nafion compared to TCO-based 
materials [52], this organic/metal nanowire will theoretically 
possesses higher transmittance (Fig. 4A). SEM images in Fig. 
4B show that the coverage of the PSS or Nafion on the top of 
the AgNWs networks merges nanowires and thus enhances 
conductivity of thin films (Fig. 4C). Note that because of the 
porosity of AgNWs, the PSS or Nafion incorporated into the 
AgNWs networks, it is actually a composite film, i.e., AgNWs:PSS 
or AgNWs:Nafion. Figure 4D shows the transmittance of the 
controlled AgNWs, AgNWs:PSS, and AgNWs:Nafion films, 
and an obvious enhancement in transmittances can be seen on 
the composite thin films. Most notably, the incorporation of 
Nafion enhanced the transmittance of the AgNWs films up to 
>90.6% in the wavelength range 400 to 1,200 nm. It also lead 
to a sheet resistance of only 10.5 Ω/sq. This is better than 
the previous transparent conductive electrode materials as com-
pared in Fig. 4E [53]. As such, our approach achieves the best 
trade-off between optical and electrical properties among cur-
rent transparent conductive materials (Fig. S1). The ability of 
these materials to passivate defects in devices such as CIGS 
solar cells leads us to coin the term “Transparent conductive 
passivating (TCP) films”, and it is predicted that these may be 
able to be used in a window or contact layer in other photo-
electric devices.

Device design and characterization
The TCP film replaces the AZO or ITO layer in CIGS solar cells 
that do not have a passivation effect. The first solar cell archi-
tecture used in depicted in Fig. 5A and consisted of the layers 
TCP/i-ZnO/CdS/CIGS/Mo. The CdS thickness was ~50 nm 
and was deposited by chemical bath deposition (CBD), and the 
i-ZnO layer (10 to 50 nm) was deposited on the top of CdS by 
radio frequency sputtering. TCP films were then fabricated by 
spin-coating a AgNWs film and then covering it with an 
organic passivation agent. In this device design, the TCP film 
simultaneously acts as a light transmitting, conductive, and 
antireflective layer but also as the passivation layer for CIGS. 
Here, the PSS or Nafion liquid can penetrate the i-ZnO/CdS 
stack layer and reach the CIGS interface and inside through 
porous AgNWs (Fig. S2) because the i-ZnO is thin and the 
coverage of CBD-CdS incomplete [54,55]. This is verified by 
an in situ passivation and in situ characterization shown in Fig. 
5B. It involves measuring the current density–voltage (J-V) 
characteristic of as-prepared AgNWs/i-ZnO/CdS/CIGS/Mo 
solar cell (step 1); adding organic passivation agent PSS or 
Nafion and forming TCP on the top of cell without any changes 
of the sample position or probes (step 2); and measuring J-V 
again (step 3). Figure 5C and D show the J-V curves of the solar 
cells before and after adding the PSS or Nafion passivation, 
respectively, and Table 1 shows their PV performance parame-
ters. As shown, TCP addition yielded a dramatic improvement 
in all performance parameters including short-circuit current 
density (JSC), VOC, FF, and PCE compared to the TCP-free con-
trols. The improvement in JSC and FF can be explained to be 
the enhanced transmittance and conductivity contributed by 
TCP films, which is consistent with sheet resistance and trans-
mittance in Fig. 4. The improvement in VOC is related to the 
infiltration passivation of PSS or Nafion, but this effect was 

(2)[In,Ga](Cu,surf.) + X-SO3H→ [In,Ga](Cu,surf.) -O-R

(3)[Se](DB) + X-SO3H→ Se-O-R

Fig. 2. Organic passivation improves minority carrier lifetime. TRPL decay curve of 
pristine CIGS, PSS/CIGS, and Nafion/CIGS.
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found to be dependent upon the thickness of the i-ZnO layer 
which determined how much solution penetrated to the CIGS 
absorber. Figure 5E shows that VOC decreases with the 
increase of the i-ZnO thickness and that an effective thickness 
is <30 and <50 nm for PSS and Nafion passivation, respectively. 
Between step 1 and step 3 the addition of the TCP layer resulted 
in a PCE increase of13.9% to 15.25% and 12.27% to 16.87%, 
for the PSS and Nafion, respectively. It can also be seen that the 
TCP-based cell achieved a higher PCE compared to reference 
AZO-based cells.

The excellent optoelectronic properties of the TCP allow us 
to completely remove the i-ZnO layer and develop the simpler 
device structure consisting of the layers TCP/CdS/CIGS/Mo 

solar cell (architecture II) (Fig. 6A). In this case, because of the 
lack of the i-ZnO barrier, the organic passivation agent is able 
to easily to infiltrate into CIGS interface. Figure 6B and Table 
2 show in situ passivation and in situ characterization of a total 
of 234 subsolar cells on 21 10 cm × 10 cm CdS/CIGS/Mo cells. 
Because of more thorough infiltration of PSS or Nafion, com-
pared with the cells in Fig. 5, the VOC change now becomes 
more apparent and also the increase in JSC, FF, and PCE is 
larger. Note that JSC in the architecture II is higher than that in 
the architecture I because the parasitic absorption from the 
i-ZnO is removed. Figure 6C and D show the J-V curves of the 
champion solar cells. It is found that a AgNWs/CdS/CIGS/Mo cell 
had a S-shaped J-V curve, which originated from the reduced 

Fig. 3. The reaction between sulfonate and CIGS surface and theoretical calculation. (A to D) XPS core level spectra of (A) In 3d5/2, (B) Ga 2p3/2, (C) Cu 2p3/2, and (D) Se 3d 
of CIGS, PSS/CIGS, and Nafion/CIGS samples. (E to H) Nafion adsorption on the CIGS (112) surface with different atoms. (E) In, (F) Ga, (G) Cu, and (H) Se. The inset images 
are the corresponding charge density different for O with different surface atoms expect Cu. Yellow and green isosurfaces represent charge accumulation and depletion 
regions, respectively.
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electric field and increased recombination losses. However, 
when the TCP scheme is used, the S-shaped problem is allevi-
ated. The same results can be proved by the TCP films with 
different concentrations of PSS (Fig. S3). Figure 6E and F show 
the external quantum efficiency (EQE) curves of the cells; 
clearly, obvious improvement can be observed and is consistent 
with the transmittance improvement in Fig. 4C. As there was 
no transparent oxide conductive layer absorbing short wave-
length light, the response of architecture II in short wavelength 
band was enhanced compared with the control (Fig. S4).

Discussion
This work opens a new direction for CIGS passivation using 
organic layers and it is predicted that it may be useful in other 
compound semiconductor devices such as Cu2ZnSnS4(CZTS), 

CdTe, and Sb2Se3 solar cells. In this work, a 15% PCE-level 
CIGS was taken as the baseline, but with further improvements 
in the CIGS cell, higher efficiencies are expected. In addition, 
the use of a TCP film enables simple CIGS solar cell architec-
tures to be used that are also suitable for flexible substrate solar 
cells. The approach matches perfectly with existing nonvacuum 
processing of the compound solar cells such as the electro-
deposition, solution, or hydrothermal methods and provide a 
new technological route for thin film solar cells. The long-term 
stability of the organic passivation has been discussed in the 
previous work, and the main task is the appropriate encapsu-
lation against the adsorption of water [36,56,57].

In summary, we discovered the organic passivation strategy 
for CIGS solar cells with the most diversified defects, which 
achieved the infiltration passivation of both surface and inner 
ground boundaries of the CIGS. We developed a TCP material, 

Fig. 4. Transparent conductive passivating (TCP) films. (A) Schematic illustration of AgNWs:PSS or Nafion organic cohesive metal nanowire network and schematic diagram 
of the optical path for Nafion or PSS to realize antireflection. (B) SEM image of AgNWs, AgNWs:PSS, and AgNWs:Nafion composite transparent conductive film. (C) Sheet 
resistances of AgNWs, AgNWs:PSS, and AgNWs:Nafion films. (D) Spectral transmittance of AgNWs, AgNWs:PSS, and AgNWs:Nafion films. (E) Comprehensive comparison of 
optical and electrical properties of TCO materials films (ITO and AZO) and AgNWs, AgNWs:PSS, and AgNWs:Nafion films
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which possess multiple functions, such as over 90.6% high 
transmittance and only 10.5 Ω/sq sheet resistances simultaneously, 
and excellent passivation on the CIGS solar cells. New passiva-
tion technologies and TCP materials gives birth to 2 kinds of new 
architectures for CIGS solar cells, for example, an AZO/i-ZnO-free 
TCP/CdS/CIGS/Mo solar cell, which simplified the CIGS struc-
ture and process. Because of the passivation effect of the TCP, 
VOC has a dramatical increase compared with the unpassivated 
control, and we find that VOC increasement is the dependence 

of the infiltration depth of organic solution, specifically, in the 
AZO-free TCP/i-ZnO/CdS/CIGS/Mo solar cell, VOC change is 
determined by the i-ZnO thickness. The maximum VOC change 
is the zero thickness i-ZnO, in this case, the cell illustrates the 
S-shape J-V curve, which can be solved by addition of organic 
passivation. The organic passivation paves the way to further 
increase the CIGS PCE/SQ limit PCE ratio via the elimination 
of diversified defects and is a new point forward simplifying the 
CIGS cells and obtaining low-cost, highly efficient solar cells.

Fig. 5. Device and characterisation of architecture I. (A) Structural diagram of the solar cell of architecture I (TCP/i-ZnO/CdS/CIGS/Mo). (B) Schematic illustration of in situ 
passivation and in situ characterization (Step 1: measuring the current density–voltage (J-V) characteristic of AgNWs/i-ZnO/CdS/CIGS/Mo solar cell; Step 2: adding organic 
passivation agent PSS or Nafion and forming TCP on the top of the cell without any changes of the sample position or probes; Step 3: measuring J-V again). (C and D) The 
comparison of J-V curves of the architecture I solar cells before and after adding the PSS or Nafion passivation and using AZO as the window layer were used as a 
control. (E) Change of VOC with i-ZnO thickness.

Table 1. Comparison of PV performance parameters of solar cells of architecture I (TCP/i-ZnO/CdS/CIGS/Mo) with different top layer.

Top layer VOC (mV) JSC (mA/cm2) FF (%) PCE (%)

AZO 694.47 28.68 80.25 15.99

AgNWs [step 1] 694.47 28.36 70.55 13.90

AgNWs:PSS [step 3] 699.50 29.35 74.28 15.25

AgNWs [step 1] 669.35 28.55 64.22 12.27

AgNWs:Nafion [step 3] 709.55 29.76 79.90 16.87
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Fig. 6. Device and characterization of architecture II. (A) Structural diagram of the solar cell of architecture II (TCP/CdS/CIGS/Mo). (B) Comparison of architecture II solar cells 
performance (VOC, JSC, FF, and PCE) before and after passivation. (C and D) The comparison of J-V curves of the architecture II solar cells before and after adding the PSS or 
Nafion passivation. (E and F) The comparison of EQE curves of the architecture II solar cells before and after adding the PSS or Nafion passivation.
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Materials and Methods

Solution and thin-film preparation
The PSS solutions with different concentrations (0.5, 1, 3, and 
6 wt.%) were obtained by mixing the PSS (Jixin, 30% original 
PSS aqueous solution was dried) with ethanol (Sigma-Aldrich, 
> 99.7 wt.%). Then, simple magnetic stirring for 3 h was used 
to obtain the uniform precursor solution. The Nafion solutions 
with different concentrations (0.3, 0.6, 1.7, 3.5, and 5.8 wt.%) 
were obtained by mixing an original 20-wt.% Nafion (Sigma-
Aldrich, 20 wt.% in a mixture of lower aliphatic alcohols and 
34% water) with ethanol (> 99.7 wt.%). Again, simple magnetic 
stirring for 2 h was used to obtain the uniform precursor solu-
tion. The AgNWs solutions were diluted from 1-wt.% sliver 
nanowires ink (Kechuang, AW030-LP, Ave. D = 25 to 35 nm, Ave. L = 
10 to 20 μm, ethanol solution) with ethanol (>99.7 wt.%) to 
0.25 wt.%. AgNWs thin films were fabricated on glasses using 
a spin-coating method at 3,500 rpm to measure transmittance 
and square resistance, and AgNWs thin films were also depos-
ited on the surface of CdS layers and i-ZnO films as the TCO 
layer by the same method. Further, the PSS and the nafion 
solutions were dropped on the surface of AgNWs thin films as 
passivation films.

Device fabrication
Three architectures of solar cells were fabricated, including I: 
TCP/i-ZnO/CdS/CIGS/Mo; II: TCP/CdS/CIGS/Mo; and 
controlled: AZO/i-ZnO/CdS/CIGS/Mo (Fig. S5). Device fab-
rication involves several steps: 1) The CIGS films (~1.6 μm) 
were deposited onto Mo-coated soda-lime glass in a high vacuum 
chamber for sizes up to 10 × 10 cm2 using so-call 3-stage 
coevaporation process. More details about the coevaporation 
system could be referred to our previous study [35]. The ele-
ment ratio of [Cu]/([Ga] +[In]) and [Ga]/([Ga] + [In]) was 
controlled at 0.88 and 0.38 (atomic percent), respectively. 2) 
After the CIGS films were fabrication, the CdS thin films 
(~50 nm) were grown on the CIGS as the buffer layer by CBD 
at 68 °C for 11 min. 3) Subsequently, the intrinsic zinc oxide 
(i-ZnO) thin films(~80 nm) /n-type aluminium doped ZnO 
(ZnO:Al,~300 nm) window layers were deposited by radio fre-
quency magnetron sputtering. 4) Further, uniform films of 
AgNWs were formed on the surface of CdS layers via spin 
coating. The organic agent (PSS or Nafion) was dropped on the 
surface of the AgNWs. The total area of each device is approx-
imately 0.25 cm2 defined by mechanical scribing.

Characterization
The surface morphologies of the CIGS thin films were measured 
by field emission scanning electronic microscopy (FEI NOVA 

NANOSEM 450) and atomic force microscopy (Bruker 
Multimode 8). The surface analysis was performed by XPS 
(Thermo Fisher Scientific ESCALAB 250Xi) in ultrahigh-vacuum 
conditions (base pressure of 1 × 10-9 mbar) using an Al Kα 
x-ray source (15kV, 10mA, 500-μm spot size). The energy scale 
was calibrated using C1s at 284.80eV. The deconvolution and 
peak fitting were carried out using the software “Avantage”. The 
optical properties of the the AgNWs, AgNWs:PSS, AgNWs:Nafion 
films, and ITO transparent conductive glass were performed 
using the ultraviolet-vis-near-infrared spectrophotometer (Hitachi 
U4100) with a 60-mm-diameter integrating sphere. The ele-
ment content depth profiling of the CIGS thin films was meas-
ured by time-of-flight SIMS (TOF-SIMS 5-100 system from 
IONTOF). The analysis beam was 30-keV primary Bi+, and the 
sputtered area was 100 ×100 μm2. The sputtering beam was Cs+ 
for the sputter beam with 2 keV and a rasterized area of 220 × 
220 μm2. PL and TRPL measurement were carried out using a 
pulsed laser with a repetition rate of 20 MHz at a wavelength 
of 532 nm. The signal was detected using an InGaAs photo-
multiplier in combination with time correlated single-photon 
counting electronics at 10 K. The current density–voltage (J-V) 
measurement of the solar cell devices was performed using an 
AM1.5 solar simulator equipped under the standard test 
conditions (100 mW/cm−2, 25 °C) with a 300-W Xenon lamp 
(Model No. XES-100S1, SAN-EI, Japan). The active areas of all test 
cells were calibrated by an optical microscope (about 0.25 cm2). 
The EQE was measured by an Enlitech QER3011 system 
equipped with a 150-W xenon light source.

Acknowledgments
Funding: We gratefully acknowledge support from the National 
Program on Key R&D of China (2018YFB1500201), Key 
Research and Development Program of Hebei Province (No. 
20314305D), National Natural Science Foundation of China 
(62274054), Hebei Province Science Foundation for Distinguished 
Young Scholars (F2021201035), Top Young Outstanding 
Innovative Talents Program of Hebei Province (BJ2021006), 
The Natural Science Foundation of Hebei Province (F2019204325 
and F2022201002), "333 project" of Hebei Province (C20221014), 
the Cooperative Scientific Research Project of “Chunhui Program” 
of Ministry of Education (2018-7), the Central Guidance on 
Local Science and Technology Development Fund Project 
of Hebei Province (No. 226Z4306G), Foreign Scientist Joint 
Research of Hebei province (2021-16), the German Research 
Foundation (DFG) (FL 834/2-1, FL 834/2-2, FL 834/5-1, and 
FL 834/7-1), Postgraduate Innovation Funding Project of 
Hebei University (HBU2021ss068), and The High-Performance 
Computing Platform of Hebei University. Author contribu-
tions: Jianhui C. conceived and supervised this study. X.C. and 

Table 2. Comparison of PV performance parameters of solar cells of architecture II (TCP/CdS/CIGS/Mo) with different top layer.

Top layer VOC (mV) JSC (mA/cm2) FF (%) PCE (%)

AgNWs [step 1] 588.97 30.61 49.41 8.91

AgNWs:PSS [step 3] 649.33 33.85 61.32 13.48

AgNWs [step 1] 583.94 31.11 49.38 8.97

AgNWs:Nafion [step 3] 674.43 32.97 54.78 12.18

https://doi.org/10.34133/research.0084


Chen et al. 2023 | https://doi.org/10.34133/research.0084 10

Jingwei C. fabricated the samples and carried out the measure-
ments and analyses. J.G. performed the first-principle calcula-
tions. Jianhui C. and B.S.F. wrote the draft of the manuscript. H.L. 
and Q.G. helped to improve the manuscript writing and contrib-
uted to the important discussions. All authors discussed the 
results and edited the manuscript. Additional information: 
Supplemental information is available in the online version of 
the paper. Competing interests: The authors declare that they 
have no competing interests.

Data Availability
All data used to evaluate the findings in the paper are present 
in the paper and/or the Supplementary Materials. Other relevant 
data are available from corresponding authors upon reasonable 
request.

Supplementary Materials
Figs. S1 to S5
Computational method

References

	 1.	 Hangleiter A. Nonradiative recombination via deep impurity 
levels in semiconductors: The excitonic auger mechanism. 
Phys Rev B. 1988;37(5):2594–2604.

	 2.	 Wurfel U, Cuevas A, Wurfel P. Charge carrier separation in 
solar cells. IEEE J Photovolt. 2015;5(1):461–469.

	 3.	 Luo D, Su R, Zhang W, Gong Q, Zhu R. Minimizing non-
radiative recombination losses in perovskite solar cells. Nat 
Rev Mater. 2020;5(1):44–60.

	 4.	 Yamaguchi M, Tampo H, Shibata H, Lee K-H, Araki K, Kojima N,  
Ohshita Y. Analysis for non-radiative recombination and 
resistance loss in chalcopyrite and kesterite solar cells. Jpn J 
Appl Phys. 2021;60(SB):SBBF05.

	 5.	 Yan D, Cuevas A, Stuckelberger J, Wang E-C, Phang SP, Kho TC, 
Michel JI, Macdonald D, Bullock J. Silicon solar cells with 
passivating contacts: Classification and performance. Prog 
Photovolt Res Appl. 2022;1–17.

	 6.	 He D, Zhao F, Wang C, Lin Y. Non-radiative recombination 
energy losses in non-fullerene organic solar cells. Adv Funct 
Mater. 2022;32(19):2111855.

	 7.	 Niewelt T, Steinhauser B, Richter A, Veith-Wolf B, Fell A, 
Hammann B, Grant NE, Black L, Tan J, Youssef A, et al. 
Reassessment of the intrinsic bulk recombination in crystalline 
silicon. Sol Energy Mater Sol Cells. 2022;235:111467.

	 8.	 Aberle AG, Glunz S, Warta W. Impact of illumination 
level and oxide parameters on Shockley–Read–Hall 
recombination at the Si-SiO2 interface. J Appl Phys. 
1992;71(9):4422–4431.

	 9.	 Aberle AG. Surface passivation of crystalline silicon solar cells: 
A review. Prog Photovolt. 2000;8(5):473–487.

	10.	 Green, M. A., Dunlop, E. D., Siefer, G., Yoshita, M., 
Kopidakis, N., Bothe, K., & Hao, X. (2022). Solar cell 
efficiency tables (Version 61). Progress in Photovoltaics: 
Research and Applications, 31(1), 3–16. Portico. https://doi.
org/10.1002/pip.3646.

	11.	 Wang J, Ma H, Wang A, Li Z, Dong J, Liu Y, Gao S, Yan S, 
Chen X, Li Y, et al. An ammonium-pseudohalide ion pair for 
synergistic passivating surfaces in FAPbI3 perovskite solar 
cells. Matter. 2022;5(7):2209–2224.

	12.	 Jiang Q, Zhao Y, Zhang X, Yang X, Chen Y, Chu Z, Ye Q, Li X, 
Yin Z, You J. Surface passivation of perovskite film for efficient 
solar cells. Nat Photonics. 2019;13(7):460–466.

	13.	 Lin R, Xu J, Wei M, Wang Y, Qin Z, Liu Z, Wu J, Xiao K,  
Chen B, Park SM, et al. All-perovskite tandem solar 
cells with improved grain surface passivation. Nature. 
2022;603(7899):73–78.

	14.	 Wang R, Xue J, Wang K-L, Wang Z-K, Luo Y, Fenning D, Xu G,  
Nuryyeva S, Huang T, Zhao Y, et al. Constructive molecular 
configurations for surface-defect passivation of perovskite 
photovoltaics. Science. 2019;366(6472):1509–1513.

	15.	 Gao F, Zhao Y, Zhang X, You J. Recent progresses on defect 
passivation toward efficient perovskite solar cells. Adv Energy 
Mater. 2020;10(13):1902650.

	16.	 Wu Y, Wang Q, Chen Y, Qiu W, Peng Q. Stable perovskite 
solar cells with 25.17% efficiency enabled by improving 
crystallization and passivating defects synergistically. Energy 
Environ Sci. 2022;15(11):4700–4709.

	17.	 Polman A, Knight M, Garnett EC, Ehrler B, Sinke WC. 
Photovoltaic materials: Present efficiencies and future 
challenges. Science. 2016;352(6283):Article aad4424.

	18.	 Nakamura M, Yamaguchi K, Kimoto Y, Yasaki Y, Kato T, 
Sugimoto H. Cd-Free Cu(In,Ga)(Se,S)2 Thin-Film Solar 
Cell With Record Efficiency of 23.35%. IEEE J Photovolt. 
2019;9(6):1863–1867.

	19.	 McGott DL, Muzzillo CP, Perkins CL, Berry JJ, Zhu K, 
Duenow JN, Colegrove E, Wolden CA, Reese MO. 3D/2D 
passivation as a secret to success for polycrystalline thin-film 
solar cells. Joule. 2021;5(5):1057–1073.

	20.	 Nicoara N, Manaligod R, Jackson P, Hariskos D, Witte W, 
Sozzi G, Menozzi R, Sadewasser S. Direct evidence for grain 
boundary passivation in Cu(In,Ga)Se2 solar cells through 
alkali-fluoride post-deposition treatments. Nat Commun. 
2019;10(1):3980.

	21.	 Werner JH, Mattheis J, Rau U. Efficiency limitations of 
polycrystalline thin film solar cells: Case of Cu(In,Ga)Se2. 
Thin Solid Films. 2005;480-481:399–409.

	22.	 Guillemoles J-F, Kronik L, Cahen D, Rau U, Jasenek A, 
Schock H-W. Stability issues of Cu(In,Ga)Se2-based solar 
cells. J Phys Chem B. 2000;104(20):4849–4862.

	23.	 Niemegeers A, Burgelman M, Herberholz R, Rau U, 
Hariskos D, Schock HW. Model for electronic transport 
in Cu(In,Ga)Se2 solar cells. Prog Photovolt Res Appl. 
1998;6(6):407–421.

	24.	 Jackson P, Wuerz R, Hariskos D, Lotter E, Witte W, Powalla M.  
Effects of heavy alkali elements in Cu(In,Ga)Se2 solar cells 
with efficiencies up to 22.6%. Phys Stat Solidi Rapid Res Lett. 
2016;10(8):583–586.

	25.	 Nakamura M, Yamaguchi K, Kimoto Y, Yasaki Y, Kato T, 
Sugimoto H. Cd-Free Cu(In,Ga)(Se,S)2 Thin-Film Solar 
Cell With Record Efficiency of 23.35%. IEEE J Photovolt. 
2019;9(6):1863–1867.

	26.	 Hsu WW, Chen JY, Cheng TH, Lu SC, Ho WS, Chen 
YY, Chien YJ, Liu CW. Surface passivation of Cu(In,Ga)
Se2 using atomic layer deposited Al2O3. Appl Phys Lett. 
2012;100(2):Article 023508.

	27.	 Keller J, Gustavsson F, Stolt L, Edoff M, Törndahl T. On 
the beneficial effect of Al2O3 front contact passivation 
in Cu(In,Ga)Se2 solar cells. Sol Energy Mater Sol Cells. 
2017;159:189–196.

	28.	 Löckinger J, Nishiwaki S, Bissig B, Degutis G, Romanyuk YE, 
Buecheler S, Tiwari AN. The use of HfO2 in a point contact 

https://doi.org/10.34133/research.0084
https://doi.org/10.1002/pip.3646
https://doi.org/10.1002/pip.3646


Chen et al. 2023 | https://doi.org/10.34133/research.0084 11

concept for front interface passivation of Cu(In,Ga)Se2 solar 
cells. Sol Energy Mater Sol Cells. 2019;195:213–219.

	29.	 Garud S, Gampa N, Allen TG, Kotipalli R, Flandre D, Batuk M, 
Hadermann J, Meuris M, Poortmans J, Smets A, et al. Surface 
passivation of CIGS solar cells Using Gallium Oxide. Phys 
Status Solidi A. 2018;215(7):1700826.

	30.	 Chen J, Wan L, Li H, Yan J, Ma J, Sun B, Li F, Flavel BS. A 
polymer/carbon-nanotube ink as a boron-dopant/inorganic-
passivation free carrier selective contact for silicon solar cells 
with over 21% efficiency. Adv Funct Mater. 2020;30(38):2004476.

	31.	 Wieland L, Li H, Rust C, Chen J, Flavel BS. Carbon nanotubes 
for photovoltaics: From lab to industry. Adv Energy Mater. 
2021;11(3):2002880.

	32.	 Witte W, Hariskos D, Eicke A, Menner R, Kiowski O, Powalla M. 
Impact of annealing on Cu(In,Ga)Se2 solar cells with Zn(O,S)/
(Zn,Mg)O buffers. Thin Solid Films. 2013;535:180–183.

	33.	 Chantana J, Kawano Y, Nishimura T, Kimoto Y, Kato T, Sugimoto H,  
Minemoto T. 22%-efficient Cd-free Cu(In,Ga)(S,Se)2  
solar cell by all-dry process using Zn0.8Mg0.2O and Zn0.9Mg0.1O:B 
as buffer and transparent conductive oxide layers. Prog Photovolt 
Res Appl. 2020;28(1):79–89.

	34.	 Chantana J, Kawano Y, Nishimura T, Mavlonov A, Minemoto T. 
Position influence of sputtered Zn1–xMgxO/Zn1–xMgxO:Al layers 
in flexible and Cd-free Cu(In,Ga)(S,Se)2 solar cells. ACS Appl 
Mater Interfaces. 2022;14(29):34069–34080.

	35.	 Liang X, Zhu H, Chen J, Zhou D, Zhang C, Guo Y, Niu X, Li Z,  
Mai Y. Substrate temperature optimization for Cu(In, Ga)Se2 solar 
cells on flexible stainless steels. Appl Surf Sci. 2016;368:464–469.

	36.	 Chen J, Ge K, Chen B, Guo J, Yang L, Wu Y, Coletti G, Liu H, 
Li F, Liu D, et al. Establishment of a novel functional group 
passivation system for the surface engineering of c-Si solar 
cells. Sol Energy Mater Sol Cells. 2019;195:99–105.

	37.	 Chen J, Ge K, Zhang C, Guo J, Yang L, Song D, Li F, Xu Z,  
Xu Y, Mai Y. Vacuum-free, room-temperature organic 
passivation of silicon: Toward very low recombination of 
micro-/nanotextured surface structures. ACS Appl Mater 
Interfaces. 2018;10(51):44890–44896.

	38.	 Colombara D, Berner U, Ciccioli A, Malaquias JC, Bertram T, 
Crossay A, Schöneich M, Meadows HJ, Regesch D, Delsante S,  
et al. Deliberate and accidental gas-phase alkali doping 
of chalcogenide semiconductors: Cu(In,Ga)Se2. Sci. Rep. 
2017;7(1):43266.

	39.	 Colombara D, Werner F, Schwarz T, Cañero Infante I, 
Fleming Y, Valle N, Spindler C, Vacchieri E, Rey G, 
Guennou M, et al. Sodium enhances indium-gallium 
interdiffusion in copper indium gallium diselenide 
photovoltaic absorbers. Nat Commun. 2018;9(1):826.

	40.	 Chirilă A, Reinhard P, Pianezzi F, Bloesch P, Uhl AR, Fella C, 
Kranz L, Keller D, Gretener C, Hagendorfer H, et al. Potassium-
induced surface modification of Cu(In,Ga)Se2 thin films for 
high-efficiency solar cells. Nat Mater. 2013;12(12):1107–1111.

	41.	 Keller J, Chalvet F, Joel J, Aijaz A, Kubart T, Riekehr L, Edoff M,  
Stolt L, Törndahl T. Effect of KF absorber treatment on the 
functionality of different transparent conductive oxide layers in 
CIGSe solar cells. Prog Photovolt Res Appl. 2018;26(1):13–23.

	42.	 Shin D, Kim J, Gershon T, Mankad R, Hopstaken M, Guha S, 
Ahn BT, Shin B. Effects of the incorporation of alkali elements 
on Cu(In,Ga)Se2 thin film solar cells. Sol Energy Mater Sol 
Cells. 2016;157:695–702.

	43.	 Gao Q, Cao C, Ao J, Bi J, Yao L, Guo J, Sun G, Liu W, Zhang Y,  
Liu F, et al. Efficiency improvement of electrodeposition-
processed Cu(In,Ga)Se2 solar cell with widen surface bandgap 
by spin-coating In2S3 thin film. Appl Surf Sci. 2022;578:152063.

	44.	 Blösch P, Nishiwaki S, Jaeger T, Kranz L, Pianezzi F, Chirilă A, 
Reinhard P, Buecheler S, Tiwari AN. Alternative back contact 
designs for Cu(In,Ga)Se2 solar cells on polyimide foils. Thin 
Solid Films. 2013;535:220–223.

	45.	 Zhang Y, Hu Z, Lin S, Cheng S, He Z, Wang C, Zhou Z, Sun Y,  
Liu W. Facile silver-incorporated method of tuning the 
back gradient of Cu(In,Ga)Se2 films. ACS Appl Energ Mater. 
2020;3(10):9963–9971.

	46.	 Gao Z-W, Wang Y, Jiang Z, Hu B, Xu B, Choy WCH. 
Multifunctional ion-lock Interface layer achieved by solid–
solid contact approach for stabilizing perovskite solar cells. 
Adv Funct Mater. 2022;32(26):2200473.

	47.	 Stranks SD, Eperon GE, Grancini G, Menelaou C,  
Alcocer MJP, Leijtens T, Herz LM, Petrozza A, Snaith HJ. 
Electron-hole diffusion lengths exceeding 1 micrometer 
in an Organometal Trihalide perovskite absorber. Science. 
2013;342(6156):341–344.

	48.	 Siebentritt S, Weiss TP, Sood M, Wolter MH, Lomuscio A, 
Ramirez O. How photoluminescence can predict the efficiency 
of solar cells. J Phys Mater. 2021;4(4):Article 042010.

	49.	 Siebentritt S, Rau U, Gharabeiki S, Weiss TP, Prot A, Wang T,  
Adeleye D, Drahem M, Singh A. Photoluminescence 
assessment of materials for solar cell absorbers. Faraday 
Discuss. 2022;239(0):112–129.

	50.	 Wang T, Ehre F, Weiss TP, Veith-Wolf B, Titova V, Valle N, 
Melchiorre M, Ramírez O, Schmidt J, Siebentritt S. Diode 
factor in solar cells with metastable defects and Back contact 
recombination. Adv Energy Mater. 2022;12(44):2202076.

	51.	 Lepetit T, Harel S, Arzel L, Ouvrard G, Barreau N. KF post 
deposition treatment in co-evaporated Cu(In,Ga)Se2 thin 
film solar cells: Beneficial or detrimental effect induced 
by the absorber characteristics. Prog Photovolt Res Appl. 
2017;25(12):1068–1076.

	52.	 Yan J, Ge K, Li H, Yang X, Chen J, Wan L, Guo J, Li F, Xu Y, 
Song D, et al. Solution processable in situ passivated silicon 
nanowires. Nanoscale. 2021;13(26):11439–11445.

	53.	 Ellmer K. Past achievements and future challenges in the 
development of optically transparent electrodes. Nat Photonics. 
2012;6(12):809–817.

	54.	 Lee K, Ok E-A, Park J-K, Kim WM, Baik Y-J, Kim D, Jeong J-h.  
The impact of oxygen incorporation during intrinsic ZnO 
sputtering on the performance of Cu(In,Ga)Se2 thin film solar 
cells. Appl Phys Lett. 2014;105(8):Article 083906.

	55.	 Weinhardt L, Heske C, Umbach E, Niesen TP, Visbeck S,  
Karg F. Band alignment at the i-ZnO/CdS interface in 
Cu(In,Ga)(S,Se)2 thin-film solar cells. Appl Phys Lett. 
2004;84(16):3175–3177.

	56.	 Wan L, Zhang C, Ge K, Yang X, Li F, Yan W, Xu Z, Yang L, 
Xu Y, Song D, et al. Conductive hole-selective passivating 
contacts for crystalline silicon solar cells. Adv Energy Mater. 
2020;10(16):1903851.

	57.	 Yan J, Zhang C, Li H, Yang X, Wan L, Li F, Qiu K, Guo J, 
Duan W, Lambertz A, et al. Stable organic passivated carbon 
nanotube–silicon solar cells with an efficiency of 22%. Adv Sci. 
2021;8(20):2102027.

https://doi.org/10.34133/research.0084

	Organic Passivation of Deep Defects in Cu(In,Ga)Se2 Film for Geometry-Simplified Compound Solar Cells
	Introduction
	Results
	Organic passivation of CIGS thin films
	TCP films
	Device design and characterization

	Discussion
	Materials and Methods
	Solution and thin-film preparation
	Device fabrication
	Characterization

	Acknowledgments
	Data Availability
	Supplementary Materials
	References


