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Abstract— Radar networks and multistatic synthetic aperture
radars (SARs) allow overcoming the limitations of single radar
sensors. However, a good synchronization of the radar sensors
is crucial to avoid performance loss due to phase noise and fre-
quency offsets. While this is usually done via cables or dedicated
synchronization signals, digital radars allow for new techniques.
This work proposes a new concept for the synchronization of
phase-modulated continuous wave (PMCW) radars. The synchro-
nization is performed solely by digital signal processing on the
receiver side, adapting techniques known from digital commu-
nications. It mitigates effects caused by incoherency, which are
phase noise, carrier frequency offsets and phase deviations of the
local oscillator (LO), and sampling frequency offsets. At first, the
impact of these effects is mathematically derived and analyzed in
detail. Then, the proposed synchronization concept is presented,
and its performance is thoroughly evaluated. Very good results
are obtained not only in simulations but also in measurements
with a 77-GHz radar demonstrator.

Index Terms— Bistatic, carrier frequency offset (CFO), carrier
recovery, digital radar, multistatic, phase noise, phase-modulated
continuous wave (PMCW) radar, pseudo noise (PN) radar,
pseudorandom binary sequence (PRBS) radar, pseudorandom
noise (PRN) radar, radar network, sample frequency offset
(SFO), sample rate offset, synchronization, timing recovery.

I. INTRODUCTION

ITH more and more applications in automotive [1],

industry [2], and remote sensing [3], and favored by
the progress in radio frequency (RF) chip design [4], [5]
and digital RF systems [6], [7], the use of radar sensors is
increasing rapidly [1]. To enhance performance beyond the
limits of a single radar, the next step is to combine multiple
radar sensors to form a so-called radar network [8], [9].
However, the full potential of a radar network can only be
exploited if the sensors are synchronized to enable bi- or
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multistatic signal evaluation [9], [10]. This allows one radar
to evaluate the signal from another radar within the network
without the performance being affected by effects like uncor-
related phase noise. By this way, a radar network can enable
multistatic synthetic aperture radar (SAR) [8], [10], [11], [12]
as well as network-based direction of arrival (DoA) estimation
[91, [13], [14].

Different synchronization strategies have been proposed for
radar networks. Low-frequency coupling using cables [14],
[15] and the use of a separate synchronization signal [16],
[17] are among the most typical variants. Alternatively, the
necessity of synchronization can be avoided by using costly
high-quality signal sources with a very low phase noise [18],
[19]. However, all these approaches lack the flexibility and
simplicity of plain uncoupled radar sensors.

The issue of synchronizing RF systems is, however, well-
known in digital communications. Communication systems
are inherently uncoupled, and typically, the synchronization
is performed at the receiver (Rx) only. There are various
synchronization techniques used in communication systems
[20], [21], [22], with a thorough literature overview being
given in [22]. These approaches include methods for the
timing recovery, i.e., the recovery of a sample frequency offset
(SFO) between the digital-to-analog converter (DAC) and the
analog-to-digital converter (ADC) [23], [24], [25], as well as
carrier synchronization methods. Often, pilot tones or pilot
sequences are used for the synchronization of multicarrier
signals [21], [26] as well as single-carrier signals [27], [28],
[29]. However, for single-carrier signals modulated with binary
phase-shift keying (BPSK) and MPSK, phase-locked loops
(PLLs) can be used by implementing Costas loops [30], [31]
or squaring loops [32]. These PLL-based methods provide
carrier synchronization that includes not only frequency offset
mitigation but also phase noise mitigation. While they were
developed for analog signal processing, they can also be
implemented digitally [33], [34].

Similar to communication systems, digital radars sam-
ple signals at their full RF bandwidth (BW), allowing for
highly flexible digital signal processing. Thus, they pro-
vide the opportunity to adapt carrier and timing recovery
methods from communication systems. This is especially
true for phase-modulated continuous wave (PMCW) radars.
These radars use BPSK modulation combined with a
correlation-based signal evaluation [35], [36], [37]. Hence,
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carrier recovery methods known from BPSK-modulated
communication signals have the potential to successfully syn-
chronize them. However, to the best of the authors’ knowledge,
there are very few publications on synchronized PMCW
radars. The proposed multistatic approaches use low-frequency
carriers synchronized by global positioning system (GPS) [38]
or show only basic simulations [39]. Therefore, the aim of this
work is to present algorithms for Rx-side synchronization of
uncoupled PMCW radars and to analyze their performance
using extensive simulations and measurements at 77 GHz.

This work at first presents a detailed analysis of the effects
caused due to incoherency when using uncoupled PMCW
radars in networks for multistatic evaluation. Then, it proposes
recovery methods to overcome these issues. Uncoupled means
that there is no reference distribution, neither for the signal
sources used to generate the carriers, in the following called
local oscillators (LOs), nor for the sampling clock references
of the DACs and ADCs. Hence, the effects examined include
the phase noise and carrier frequency offset (CFO) caused by
uncoupled LOs as well as errors caused by the SFO between
the DAC and the ADC. As the trigger distribution is mainly
seen as system-dependent, trigger errors are not investigated
in this work. Furthermore, methods are proposed to correct the
effects and thus provide a coherent signal evaluation by digital
signal processing on the Rx side only. To mitigate CFO and
phase noise, a carrier recovery is performed. This is possible
by using a superheterodyne Rx, where the signal is sampled
on the intermediate frequency (IF) carrier. Hence, the IF
carrier including the transmitter (Tx) and receiver (Rx) phase
noise can be recovered digitally using a squaring loop [32],
before the recovered carrier is used for an in-phase and
quadrature (IQ) down-conversion to baseband. Additionally,
a timing recovery detecting the SFO is presented, and errors
caused by unsynchronized DACs and ADCs are corrected. The
goal of this article is to examine and evaluate the recovery
methods in detail, thus providing a basis for further research
regarding uncoupled PMCW radar networks. Thus, validation
measurements are performed using a 77 GHz radar with a
single Tx and Rx channel. The LO sources as well as the DAC
and ADC can be used either with a low-frequency coupling
or completely uncoupled, enabling a detailed examination of
the errors caused by incoherency as well as the performance
of the recovery methods.

This article is divided into three thematic parts. Part one
includes a detailed investigation on how incoherency affects
the radar signal evaluation in the case of uncoupled PMCW
radars. For this purpose, at first, a signal model is introduced
in Section II. It provides a basis for the detailed mathematical
description of the effects of incoherency, which is presented
in Section III and accompanied by simulations and measure-
ments. In part two of this article, methods are proposed to
correct those effects. Although in real scenarios they occur
jointly, in this part, SFO due to uncoupled DAC/ADC and
effects caused by uncoupled LOs are considered separately.
This allows evaluating the proposed correction methods indi-
vidually. A method for the SFO detection and correction is
presented in Section IV, and in Section V, a carrier recovery is
proposed to mitigate the influence of the uncoupled LOs. Both
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are accompanied by a validation of the methods. Finally, in the
last part of this article, the recovery methods are combined.
Using an uncoupled radar setup, Section VI shows the ability
to recover the receive signal and to generate a corrected
range-Doppler (Rv) plot despite SFO, CFO, and phase noise.

II. SIGNAL MODEL
At first, the basic concept of a PMCW radar is briefly

explained. This includes a detailed signal model of the result-
ing Rx signal for the coupled and uncoupled cases.

A. Transmit Signal

PMCW radars transmit a phase-coded baseband signal m ()
mixed on a continuous wave (CW) RF carrier with the
frequency frx [36], leading to the transmit signal

x1x (1) = arxm(1)sx (1) )
where ary is the amplitude of the transmit signal and
st (t) = o @ frxt+drc (1) 2)

the Tx’s LO signal. The time-dependent phase ¢r«(¢) is the
phase offset of the LO including phase noise. The baseband
signal m(¢) can be described using a pulse filter 4 (z) and the
BPSK code sequence of length L. itself, represented as vector
¢ € {—1, 1}*< [40]. Repeating the same code sequence m for
N, times leads to

N—1 Ny—1L.—1
m(t)= Y mo (t—pLT)=D > clilh(t—(i+pL)T.)
p=0 p=0 i=0

3)

where c[i] corresponds to the ith element of c¢. The duration
of a single pulse is denoted as T, leading to a code rate of
R. = 1/T,. As pulse function, typically, a rectangular pulse
is used [36], [41], [42], [43].

B. Reference Link (RL)

For the carrier recovery proposed in Section V, it is crucial
to have one signal path between Tx and Rx that results in a
higher Rx power than the superposition of all other received
signals. In the following, this signal path is referred to as
reference link (RL) and denoted by index 0. Depending on
the radar and network setup, there are different types of signal
paths resulting in the RL. For Tx—Rx pairs close together, the
RL may be caused by mutual coupling of the antennas. Being
further apart, the RL refers to the line-of-sight (LoS) path.

C. Receive Signal

On Rx side, a superposition of signals is received via
different paths. This includes the RL denoted as k = 0 and
the reflections at all Nt targets denoted as k = 1... Nt. The
downconverted Rx signal is described as

Nt

e (1) =_araxm (t =) W sy (1 =T )spy (1) + 1 (1) (4)
k=0
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with 7; being the delay and fy; the Doppler shift of the
kth path. The thermal noise is represented by n(t). For the
down-conversion, an IQ mixer is used. The Rx carrier used
for down-conversion is

Sy (1) = eI frxt+¢ra (1) (5)

Hence, the result of the up- and down-conversion equals

S (E— TSy (1) = 2T UT ot =2 fnth GJ(@r(t—m)=as(0))
(6)

In the next step, the coupled coherent case and the uncoupled
case with an incoherent Rx signal are examined separately.

1) Coherent Rx Signal: In the case of a coupled Tx—Rx
pair, the same LO is used on Tx and on Rx side, leading to
frx = frx and ¢rx(?) = ¢1x(?), and thus to a coherent Rx
signal. It holds that

stx(t — T)spx (1) = e 12t Qi (@ri(t—t) =i (1) (7)

Considering the range correlation effect [44], the phase noise,
i.e. the term /@~ =9 j5 peglectable for small ranges
R. Therefore, only the target-induced range-dependent phase
offset ¢; = —2m frxT; remains.

2) Incoherent Rx Signal: In the case of an uncoupled Tx—Rx
pair, there are two independent LOs for Tx and Rx, and thus,
Srx () # s1x(t). This leads to an incoherent Rx signal. For
simplification, the CFO

fcfo = fo - fo (8)
and the resulting phase error
() = et — T) — Py (1) ©))

which includes phase noise that is introduced. The CFO is
defined to be constant during a measurement frame, whereas
¢n(t) may also include a frequency drift within a frame.
Combined with (6), this leads to

sTx(f — TSRy (1) = @2T/enol @127 frxi @ién(®) (10)

Both fi, and ¢,(#) significantly affect the radar signal
processing, which is explained in detail in Section III.

D. Signal Processing

As shown in Fig. 1, the processing of the Rv matrix is a
three-step process. In the first step, the downconverted receive
signal is reshaped to an L. x N, matrix. If the sampling rate
is higher than the code rate, the matrix size is increased to
nyL. X N, where n, = f;/R.. Every column includes the
superposition of the single sequences shifted by different path
delays i as Z,’:’;O mo(t—1;). Performing a column-wise cross-
correlation with the transmit sequence m(¢) in the next step,
one gets a peak corresponding to the delays t; and thus the
range of every target. It should be noted that for the correlation,
mo(t) must be sampled with the same f;.

In the last step, the Doppler frequency shift is evaluated.
Due to the Doppler shift, there is a velocity-dependent phase
rotation of

2T far 5P

(1)

XDoppler,k [p]l =
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Fig. 1.  Concept of the signal evaluation of a PMCW radar. The first
matrix depicts the reshaped Rx signal, with the samples of one received code
sequence in each column. The number of rows equals the number of samples
per sequence ny, - L¢, and the number of columns equals Ng. The range matrix
is generated by correlating each column with the Tx code sequence m(t).
Each row with power equals the range cell of one or multiple targets, which is
equivalent to a certain delay 7. With a row-wise FFT, the Doppler is evaluated,
generating the Rv matrix.

TABLE I

RADAR PARAMETERS
Carrier frequency fe 77 GHz
Code rate R 1GHz
Code length L. 4008
Code type APAS
Pulse function rect
Code repetitions N 256
Range resolution AR 0.15m
Velocity resolution Av 1.89m/s
Unambigous range Rua 300.4m
Unambigous velocity vy +242.9m/s

versus the columns of the matrix. This phase rotation can now
be evaluated by applying a row-wise fast Fourier transform
(FFT), leading to a single peak per target in the corresponding
bin of the resulting Rv matrix.

III. EFFECTS OF INCOHERENCY

In the next step, the influences of incoherency are exam-
ined in detail using simulations as well as measurements
performed in an anechoic chamber. This not only includes
errors due to uncoupled LOs, like CFO and phase noise, but
also timing errors due to uncoupled DAC and ADC clocks.

A. Simulation Framework and Measurement Setup

The PMCW signal used in simulations and in measurements
is coded with an almost perfect autocorrelation sequence
(APAS) [45] of length L. = 4008. It has a code rate of
R. = 1GHz and is transmitted on a 77-GHz carrier.
An overview over the PMCW parameters is given in Table I.

Simulations are performed using an equivalent complex
baseband simulation framework. In the Tx and Rx, the signal
is up- and downconverted on a simulated carrier. To save
computational resources, the carrier is not at 77 GHz, but either
a 1-GHz carrier, or, in the case of the simulations presented in
Section V, the 1.1-GHz IF carrier. However, the channel, e.g.,
the Doppler frequency, is simulated to match a 77-GHz carrier
frequency. The simulations are performed using a sample rate
of 5GHz to fulfill the Nyquist criterion.

For measurements, the same setup is used as described
in Section VI. However, in contrast to the measurements in
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Fig. 2.  PMCW radar and digital signal processing without recovery steps.

Section VI, in this section, the signal is directly downconverted
and sampled at baseband, equaling a standard PMCW radar
setup. A block diagram is shown in Fig. 2. Two signal
generators (HP 83622A) are used as LO for carrier generation.
A Keysight M8190A arbitrary waveform generator (AWG) is
used as DAC. The chosen Tx sample frequency is 1 GHz and
equals R.. As ADC, a Rohde & Schwarz RTO 1044 oscillo-
scope is used. Both the signal generators and the DAC/ADC
can be coupled flexibly using a 10-MHz reference clock. This
makes it possible to examine the influences of uncoupled
LOs and uncoupled DAC/ADC separately. A drawback of
this setup are the mixers, which are double-sideband (DSB)
mixers. When used in direct down-conversion mode like in this
section, it is not possible to distinguish positive and negative
Doppler frequencies or frequency offsets.

Although the sampling frequencies of the DAC and ADC
differ from each other, each is chosen to be usable for all
measurements. On Tx side, the DAC is used with a sampling
frequency of 1 GHz, corresponding to the code rate R.. On Rx
side, the signal is sampled either in baseband or, when
performing the carrier recovery presented in Section V, on a
1.1-GHz IF carrier. In the latter case, a sampling frequency
of at least SGHz is required for the ADC to satisfy the
Nyquist criterion with back-off. However, due to the lack
of an appropriate anti-aliasing low-pass filter (LP), a higher
sampling frequency of 10 GHz is chosen for Rx, which is used
in all measurements.

B. Carrier Frequency Offset

When comparing (4) and (10), it becomes apparent that
a CFO, which is a frequency offset between the LOs, is
evaluated in the same way as a Doppler shift. Hence, all targets
additionally are shifted by the CFO f,, leading to a velocity
error of

1 fcfo

Verr = 3 Co
2 fo

where ¢ is the speed of light. For a CFO larger than the
unambiguous Doppler shift, i.e., ver > vya, the targets are

12)
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cyclically shifted back into the Rv matrix. In the same manner
as the Doppler shift, ff, also affects the range correlation. For
the relationship between the Doppler shift and the reduction
of the range correlation performance, it is referred to [46].

C. Phase Noise

For coupled Tx—Rx pairs, the influence of range-correlated
phase noise has been researched [47]. For uncoupled Tx—Rx
pairs, however, the impact of the, in this case, uncorrelated
phase noise is much more severe.

There are two effects induced by phase noise. On the one
hand, phase noise reduces the correlation properties of the
binary code. This introduces evenly distributed sidelobes after
the cross-correlation (range matrix in Fig. 1) which then are
spread over the Doppler bins by the Doppler fast Fourier
transform (FFT). This behavior increases the noise floor in
the same manner as white Gaussian noise [47]. In this article,
this effect is evaluated based on the peak-to-noise ratio (PNR).
The PNR is calculated as the ratio between the peak power
and the power of the maximum of the histogram of all Rv
cells. This maximum corresponds to the mean power of the
noise floor, assuming a normal distribution.

On the other hand, the uncorrelated phase noise introduces
a skirt in the Doppler domain. With the Doppler FFT, the
spectrum of the receive signal is measured; hence, this skirt
follows the phase noise of the LOs. The Doppler resolution
A fy has to be considered, leading to a measured phase noise
power of

Ppn(foffset)|dBc = Afa £(foffset)|%' (13)

Thus, the level of the velocity skirt is not only proportional to
the LOs’ phase noise power spectral density (PSD) L(foftset)s
but also to the Doppler resolution. The skirt hinders the detec-
tion of weaker targets in the same range cell as a stronger one.

Fig. 3 shows the simulations of a single target at 1 m with
and without the phase noise shown in Fig. 4 (left). Comparing
Fig. 3(a) and (b), both effects of phase noise are clearly visible.
First, it increases the noise floor, resulting in a degradation of
the PNR from 100 to 65dB. The raised noise floor is also
responsible for the noise increase in the range profile shown
in Fig. 3(c) (right). Second, the expected Doppler domain skirt
is visible in Fig. 3(b). This skirt equals the noise visible in the
Doppler profile in Fig. 3(c) (left).

In Fig. 5, a measurement is shown. The scenario includes
a strong RL and a single corner reflector at 4.3 m. Two
measurements are compared, one with uncoupled LO sources,
and one with a low-frequency coupling at 10 MHz. In both
measurements, the DAC and ADC use the same reference
frequency. In the uncoupled case, the Doppler profile is clearly
affected by phase noise and a frequency offset. Due to the
DSB mixer at the Rx, the frequency offset leads to two peaks.
As expected, with a 10-MHz coupling, no frequency offset
occurs. The phase noise is only partially mitigated since only
the phase noise induced by the reference oscillator becomes
correlated [48]. The PNR of the corner reflector is reduced by
4.dB in the uncoupled measurement compared to the coupled
LOs. Yet this is not visible in the range profile due to the high
sidelobes caused by nonidealities in the measurement system.
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Fig. 3. Simulation of a single target at range R = 1 m. (a) Without phase
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Fig. 4. Phase noise PSD as applied in simulations (left) and of the LO
sources used in measurements (right).

D. Sample Frequency Offset

In the case of two uncoupled radar systems, not only the
LO sources are uncoupled, but so are the clock sources used
for the DAC and ADC. Assuming constant clock frequencies
during a single frame, the uncoupled clock sources lead to an
SFO. In the presence of an SFO, the sampled receive signal
can be described as

Xrx[n] = xpx (n(Ts + AT)) (14)

where n = 1,..., Tops/Ts is the sample index, Ty is the
sampling period, Ty, is the observation time of a single
frame, and AT = § - Ty is the timing offset caused by the
SFO [49], [50]. This leads to the SFO, defined as the difference
between the expected sampling frequency f; and the true
sample frequency f; as

~ 181kl

fSFO = fs - fs ~ 8fs

where the approximation takes into account the typically very
small SFO, resulting in a very small relative clock error § [50].

5)
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uncoupled. (c) Doppler profile at the RL and range profile at v = 0 m/s or,
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Inserting (4) and (7) into (14) leads to
Nt
Fralnl=) araum@ (T, + AT) — rye s (A g Rrfns,
k=0
(16)

The error can now be considered for the range evaluation term
mn(Ty + AT) — ;) and the Doppler term el?7/axn(Ii+AT)

In the range evaluation, the cross-correlation is affected
since the sampling of the received code sequence and the
expected code sequence used for the correlation do not match.
The range matrix Irange € CmlexP je., the matrix after the
correlation as shown in Fig. 1 (center), equals

IRange [n, p]
nyLe—1
= > xi ((TAHAT)+p ny L{TAHAT) mo ([ +m)T,)  (17)
1=0
where (-)* denotes the complex conjugate. The SFO leads
to two effects: the term [(7; + AT) describes the sampled
time within a sequence p. Here, AT causes a smeared
peak in every single range profile, with a peak width of
Rmear, single RP = oL AT <0/2|. However, doing the full range-
Doppler evaluation, this effect is neglectable. This is due to the
term p ny,L{Ts+ AT), which describes the time frame moving
from one transmitted sequence to the next, and its accumulated
error due to AT. For every sequence p, this leads to a range
offset AR, = pnyL AT /2. Before Doppler processing, this
creates a different range for every sequence. After Doppler
processing, the range offsets of all correlations lead to a peak
smeared to a width of

C|
Rsmear, total = NsnchATEO . (18)
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This effect can be seen in Fig. 6: a measurement is shown,
where the DAC and ADC are uncoupled, but the LOs are low-
frequency-coupled. By this way, the measurement is mainly
affected by the SFO, which is at about 78 kHz in this case,
resulting in Rymear, total = 1.2m. In Fig. 6(a), the range is
increasing over the sequences leading to a broad peak in range
direction in Fig. 6(b).

Due to the range ramp, each row in the range matrix before
Doppler processing only has N;AR/ (Rsmw, total + AR) bins
with signal power. Thus, each row’s Doppler FFT is only based
on these bins instead of a full row, leading to a broader Doppler
peak and a Doppler resolution reduced to

Rsmear, total + AR
AR

This effect is also noticeable in Fig. 6(b). Together, these
effects lead to a large rectangular maximum per target instead
of a single peak, making a proper target detection impossible.

Additionally, considering the Doppler shift of the kth target,
the SFO leads to a miss-sampled Doppler term

A = Av. (19)

@2 fain(T+AT) _ oi2n fax (14+8)nT;

Doppler, [n] = (20)

which equals a Doppler frequency offset of §fp. This offset,
however, is extremely small, especially compared to the effect
described in (19), and thus can be neglected.
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IV. TIMING RECOVERY

In Sections IV and V, correction methods are proposed.
To begin with, a timing recovery is introduced, allowing to
detect and correct the SFO. It is assumed that the SFO does
not change significantly within a measurement frame.

A. Concept

The correct Tx sampling frequency is detected based on
the square timing recovery presented in [23]. In the first step,
a matched filter is applied by a convolution [denoted as ()]
with a single pulse A[n]. Then, the absolute value of the
resulting signal Xming is squared, leading to

- - 2
Tiiming[n] = |¥rx[n] * Aln]| 1)

which contains the true code repetition rate
R. = 8R. (22)

as spectral component [23]. This true code repetition rate R,
includes the error due to the SFO. It is extracted by calculating
X timing[K] = FFT(i[iming[n]). Depending on the signal length,
zero padding (ZP) must be applied to achieve a sufficient
accuracy in the frequency estimation. Then, a defined fre-
quency region around the expected R, is extracted, and the
frequency with maximum power in this region equals R.. The
true sampling frequency can now be calculated by

_ R

fs = fs—— =mpRe. (23)
R

After detecting the true sampling frequency, a Farrow

filter-based resampling algorithm [51] is used to correct

the sampling of the Rx signal to the expected sampling

frequency f;.

B. Verification

To evaluate the performance of the timing recovery, the
same measurement presented in Fig. 6 is evaluated again,
but with timing recovery and resampling to f;. Fig. 7 shows
thmmg[k] R. = R. — 7.8kHz can be extracted. Usmg (15)
and (23), the SFO equals 78 kHz. Based on the f5 estimated
this way, a resampling is performed, changing the sampling
frequency from f; back to fi.

The results of a signal evaluation with timing recovery and
resampling can be seen in Fig. 6(d). The shift in range over
the sequences, visible in Fig. 6(a), is mitigated in Fig. 6(c).
Thus, in the Rv plot in Fig. 6(d), the targets are nolonger
represented by rectangles, but by sharp peaks, showing the
good performance of the timing recovery.

V. CARRIER RECOVERY

In the next step, a digital carrier recovery is proposed
to mitigate the phase noise and frequency offset caused by
uncoupled LOs. This is possible by using a superheterodyne
Rx with a digital intradyne down-conversion from IF. Hence,
the signal is not downconverted to baseband in analog domain
but to an IF-carrier, on which the signal is digitized. With
the digital carrier recovery, the IF carrier is then recovered,



4938
10

g

£ 0

R

Ra TR

=

& 20

S|
—30
—~300  —200  —100 0 100 200 300

(Rc—R.) in kHz

Fig. 7. Spectrum of j[iming [n]. The x-axis shows the frequency offset of the
recovered code rate R, compared to the expected code rate R..

including its phase noise and frequency offset. The recovered
carrier is used for the digital IQ down-conversion of the receive
signal, followed by a standard PMCW radar signal evaluation
as described in Section II-D.

A. Carrier Recovery Concept

The concept of the proposed carrier recovery is shown in
Fig. 8. It is based on two assumptions.

1) There is one path between the Tx—Rx pair, which leads
to a much higher Rx power than all other paths. This
path is referred to as RL (see Section II-B).

2) A BPSK-modulated radar signal is used, which is typical
for PMCW radars.

After an analog down-conversion, the signal’s IF carrier
frequency equals

fIF = fo - fo = fIF,expected + fcfo (24)

including a frequency offset f.r, of the expected IF carrier
frequency figexpected- Analogous to (10), the resulting carrier
after an incoherent down-conversion to IF is given by

sie(t) = &2/ it (), 25)

The target depended phase term z,; = e J2™/n% s not
considered as part of the carrier but as part of the target
response, and thus is excluded.

Based on (4), the IF receive signal can be described as

R (1) = Xrepe(®) + n(r)
Nr
= ZaRx,er,km(t — )P s (1) + n(t)  (26)
k=0

where k = 0 denotes the RL. The signal Xgxr(#) is the noise-
free IF signal used in the next steps for simplification.

The goal of the carrier recovery is to extract the carrier
sie(¢) out of xryy(f) to allow for a coherent down-conversion
with correlated phase noise. As shown in Fig. 8, this is
done by several steps, starting with squaring to remove the
BPSK modulation, followed by bandpass filters (BPs) and a
frequency divider. Afterward, the recovered carrier is used for
a coherent IQ downconversion. To do so, the complex carrier
is calculated from the real-valued reconstructed carrier using
a Hilbert transform. In the following, different steps of the
carrier recovery are explained in detail, followed by a look at
its different parameters and their influence on the performance.
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B. Code Removal by Squaring
Assuming that the RL is much stronger than all other paths,

i.e., |arx.0| > |arxk|Vk # 0O, for the carrier recovery, (26) can
be simplified to

Trett(1) A ary 0Zeom(t — 1) sy (1), (27)
Hence, squaring Xgy1¢(z) leads to
Franr0) % g 02 (m—=1))” 5@ (28)
S mie—t1)
@ AR, (@ 2 a0t 20O~ frvo) (29)
= ap, (&7 (oo =2fun0) 2 (1) (30)

which includes the squared IF carrier containing f.s, and the
phase noise. Additionally, it contains a Doppler term and a
phase offset due to the path between Tx and Rx. However, in a
typical radar network scenario, the relative velocity between
Tx and Rx is zero and, accordingly, the Doppler frequency of
the RL equals f30 = OHz.

Till now, the noise added by the channel was neglected for
simplification. Considering it, (28) changes to

xR () = £2 00 + 2R RO (1) + n2(1).

The carrier recovery is only possible if the signal-to-noise ratio
(SNR) of xgx1r(#) is high enough; hence, |arxo| > |n(?)].
Therefore, the relevant noise term is 2Xgry 1¢(#)n (), which leads
to additional noise with a power proportional to the amplitude
of the RL signal agy 0.

After squaring, a BP with a center frequency of 2 firexpected
is used to extract the squared carrier slzf(t). The filter’s pass-
band BW is crucial: if it is too low, parts of the phase noise will
be suppressed resulting in partially uncorrelated phase noise.
On the other hand, if it is too high, the recovered carrier is
impacted by additional thermal noise and code residues.

€1y

C. Frequency Divider

In (30), the IF carrier is squared, and thus has the frequency
2 fir and the doubled phase noise. In the next step, sye(?) is
recovered by a frequency divider. In this work, a frequency
divider using a square wave is implemented. At first, xl%x,lf(t)
is transformed into a square wave using a hysteresis. To sample
the square wave at 2 fip with a sufficient sampling frequency,
the signal is upsampled within the carrier reconstruction. The
upsampling factor must be chosen carefully as it has a signifi-
cant impact on the computational costs. Then, the frequency is
divided by extracting every second edge. Afterward, the higher
harmonics leading to the square wave are suppressed by a BP.
The result is a sine wave with frequency fir, which includes
the phase noise and phase offset ¢, (7).

D. Parameterization and Performance

Several parameters massively influence the performance of
the carrier recovery. In the following, these parameters are
analyzed using simulations. If not stated otherwise, the carrier
recovery parameters from Table II are used. The PMCW
parameters equal the parameters from Table I, and the phase
noise shown in Fig. 4 (left) is used.
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Fig. 8. Concept of the carrier recovery.
TABLE II 2 fir = 1.0GHz fir = 1.1GHz
CARRIER RECOVERY PARAMETERS — ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Simulations Measurements = 40
IF frequency 1.1'-R.=1.1GHz | 1.1-R.=1.1 GHz &
Sample rate (upsampled) 20 GHz 20 GHz t/ 60
BP1 center frequency 2.2GHz 2.2GHz o)
BPI1 passband BW 60 MHz 2MHz T2 _g0
BP2 center frequency 1.1 GHz 1.1 GHz &
BP2 passband BW 60 MHz 2 MHz ] 100
1.96 1.98 2 202 2.04 216 2.18 2.2 222 224
Frequency in GHz Frequency in GHz
PNR PSR
100 I I I I Fig. 10. Spectrum of x}%x 1#(t) for different fig.
m 90 s '
S g0l i . . . .
= In contrast, in Fig. 10 (right), using fir = 1.1GHz # R,
v 70 |- = .
Z o T ] these residues are reduced.
T 50 To lower the ADC sampling rate, it is possible to use
; ol Wi carrier recovery || an fu:. < R.. As visible in Fig. 9 (left), this may lead to a
£ 20l — wlo carrier recovery || reduction of the overall PNR. However, for R./2 < fir < R.,
oLl T T T T 7 N this reduction is small.
0.250.50.75 1 1.251.5 02505075 1 1.251.5 2) Filter BW: The purpose of the BP1 after squaring is to
fir in GHz fir in GHz mitigate higher harmonics, code residues, and thermal noise.

Fig. 9. PNR and PSR with and without carrier recovery for different IF
carrier frequencies. Every data point is the mean value of ten simulations.
PNR at the target referring to the ratio of peak power and noise floor (left).
PSR referring to the ratio of peak power and velocity skirt (right).

1) IF Carrier Frequency: A proper IF carrier frequency fir
is crucial for the carrier recovery performance. This can be
seen in Fig. 9. Here, the performance of the carrier recovery
is shown for different fir between 100 MHz and 1.7 GHz. The
simulated scenario includes one single target at a distance of
1 m representing the RL. To evaluate both effects induced by
phase noise, the PNR and peak-to-skirt ratio (PSR) are used
as performance measures. The PNR shown in Fig. 9 (left) is
calculated as the ratio of the peak power to the mean power of
the noise floor, as described in Section III-C. The PSR shown
in Fig. 9 (right) refers to the velocity skirt. It is measured as
the ratio of the peak power to the power of the maximum of
the histogram of all velocity cells in the same range as the
peak.

Considering the results of Fig. 9, the most important point
is that the IF carrier frequency fir should not be a multiple of
R./4. These frequencies appear as notches in Fig. 9 (right).
The performance reduction is likely caused by strong code
residues after the squaring of the signal. This is visible in
Fig. 10, showing the spectrum of xl%x’lf(t) for fir = 1GHz
and fir = 1.1GHz. In the case of fir = R. = 1GHz,
the IF carrier has the same phase at the beginning of each
code repetition, which leads to equal code residues in every
repetition. Hence, strong residues are visible in Fig. 10 (left).

It should be chosen with a center frequency of 2fir and a
bandwidth (BW) large enough to include the relevant phase
noise, as only the phase noise included in the recovered carrier
is mitigated from the Rx signal in the 1Q down-conversion. The
second BP2 with a center frequency of fir is used to suppress
the higher harmonics of the rectangular function, thus having
relaxed BW requirements. It has to be considered that the filter
design, especially its steepness, also significantly influences
the computational costs.

In the simulations shown in this work, a filter BW of
60 MHz is chosen, including phase noise up to 30-MHz offset
frequency and thus matching the relevant phase noise as visible
in Fig. 4 (left). The phase noise of the signal source used in the
measurement is depicted in Fig. 4 (right) and declines earlier;
thus, for the measurements, the filter BW is reduced to 2 MHz.

3) Reference Link: The first assumption of the carrier
recovery concept is that the power of the RL exceeds the
power of the sum of the other targets’ signals and noise. To
ensure a functioning carrier recovery, this condition must be
met with a back-off of at least 6dB [31, p. 226]. Considering
the amplitudes of the signals received via the RL, ary o, and
the targets, agry k, as well as the noise power P,, this condition
can be expressed as

Nt
iaRx,0| > 2(Z:|aRx,k| + \/Fn)
k=1

However, this condition assumes a worst-case scenario in
which the signals of all Nt targets add up purely construc-
tively. Depending on the scenario, the carrier recovery still

(32)
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Fig. 11.  Simulation of a multitarget scenario including an RL and five
targets as stated in Table III. The simulation includes phase noise, but no
LO frequency offset or SFO. (a) Without carrier recovery. (b) With carrier
recovery. (c) Reference (ref.) without phase noise or CFO. (d) Velocity profile
at R=5m.

TABLE III
MULTITARGET SCENARIO
Target RL 1 2 3 4 5
R in m 1 3 5 5 5 5
v in M/s 0 9.5 0 -5.3 -19 -26.7
Phorm in dB 0 -16.9 | -16.3 | -37 | -18.3 | -27.6

works when (32) is violated, so it is a matter of reliability.
The required ary, can be calculated based on the targets’ Rv
peak powers Ppeay r O |a}2{X, «|> but it has to be considered that
the peak’s power may be spread over multiple Rv cells.

Yet a too high RL power also is disadvantageous. First,
it leads to a loss in dynamic range due to sidelobes of
the cross-correlation and the coupled noise term from (28).
Second, the Rx hardware must be matched to the RL power to
not drive its amplifier into saturation. In conclusion, a tradeoff
must be made that takes into account the Rx hardware back-
off, the power fluctuations of the RL and the targets, and the
required reliability.

4) Multitarget Scenario: Using the derived parameters as
presented in Table II, Fig. 11 shows the result of a scenario
with multiple targets. The RL peak is 16.3 dB higher than the
highest target peak. An overview over the RL and the five
targets is given in Table III, including their peak power in
Fig. 11(c). In this scenario, the RL power is recommended to
exceed the power of the strongest target peak by approximately
16 dB according to (32).
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Fig. 11(c) shows the error-free simulation result, where all
targets are clearly detectable. With phase noise and frequency
offset, in Fig. 11(a), they are affected by a velocity skirt, and
the weakest target at R = 5m is not visible. This can also
be seen in the velocity profile in Fig. 11(d). With the carrier
recovery, in Fig. 11(b), these errors are mitigated. As visible
in Fig. 11(d), the velocity profile now follows the reference.
The PNR of the strong target at R = 5m and v = 0m/s
equals 85 dB in the error-free case in Fig. 11(c). In Fig. 11(a),
it is reduced to 49dB due to the phase noise. In Fig. 11(b),
it is increased back to 65 dB by means of the carrier recovery,
showing the higher dynamic range accomplished.

E. Phase Reconstruction Performance

Depending on the use case, a correct elimination of the static
phase offsets between the LOs is crucial. For example, this is
the case for a network-based DoA estimation. As this static
phase offset is part of ¢, (¢), it is mitigated by the carrier recov-
ery leading to target phases independent of the LO phases.
However, due to the carrier recovery, the phases measured at
the targets’ peaks still depend on the RL. Furthermore, due to
the frequency divider, the target phases can only be estimated
in a 180° unambiguous region. Thus, a calibration including
the RL and a recovery method to overcome issues caused by
the reduced unambiguous region may be necessary.

To validate the mitigation of the static LO phase offsets,
simulations are performed. The same scenario as in Fig. 11 is
used, and the phase of the static target at 5 m is evaluated. For
a statistical evaluation, 1000 simulations with random static
phase offsets, random frequency offset, and the phase noise
from Fig. 4 (left) are performed. The frequency offsets are
uniformly distributed between 0 and 20 kHz. After correcting
the resulting phases to the unambiguous region of 180°, it is
very constant with a mean value of 50.4° and a standard
deviation of 0.3°.

VI. SYSTEM CONCEPT AND MEASUREMENTS

In the next step, both the carrier and the timing recovery
are combined and validated using a 77-GHz measurement
setup, adapting the radar system from Fig. 2 to be used with
the recovery methods. Furthermore, a digital signal process-
ing is proposed, combining the recovery steps explained in
Sections IV and V.

A. Digital Signal Processing With Recovery Steps

The proposed digital signal processing with timing and
carrier recovery is shown in the green box in Fig. 12. After
digitizing the signal on the IF carrier, at first, the timing
recovery explained in Section IV is performed. Then, the
receive signal is resampled from the detected sample rate f;
to the correct sample rate f;.

The next step includes the carrier recovery from Section V.
The carrier is recovered and used to down-convert the resam-
pled receive signal with an IQ downconverter. Afterward, the
signal is filtered by an LP with a corner frequency of 2R,
before the signal is evaluated using the standard PMCW signal
processing from Section II-D.
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Fig. 12. PMCW radar and digital signal processing with timing recovery and carrier recovery.
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Fig. 13. Photograph of the RF part of the measurement system.

B. Measurements

A system consisting of a single Tx—Rx pair is used to
validate the recovery methods, which is shown in Fig. 12.
At Rx, an LO frequency 1.1 GHz lower (after the frequency
multiplier) than the Tx LO frequency is used to downconvert
the signal on the IF carrier. Fig. 13 shows a photograph of the
RF part of the measurement system. As antennas, ten-element
patch arrays from [52, Fig. 4] are used. They are placed closely
together to ensure an RL strong enough. The measurements
are performed in an anechoic chamber; as target, a corner
reflector at a range of 4.3 m is used.

1) Carrier Recovery: Goal of the measurement shown in
Fig. 14 is to validate the carrier recovery. Hence, the DAC
and ADC are coupled, and the LOs are uncoupled. The
evaluation without and with carrier recovery are shown in
Fig. 14(a) and (b), respectively. For the evaluation without
carrier recovery, instead of the recovered one, an ideal phase
noise-free carrier at the expected IF carrier frequency of
1.1 GHz is applied. Without recovery, a velocity offset and
skirt are visible. Both are corrected using the carrier recovery.

No recovery

Recovery
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g
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©
Fig. 14.  Measurement using a setup with DAC and ADC coupled, but

uncoupled LOs. The scenario includes the mutual coupling of the antennas
as RL, and a corner reflector (CR) at 4.3 m. (a) Without carrier recovery.
(b) With carrier recovery. (c) Velocity profile at the RL and range profile at
v = 0 m/s or, without recovery, at v = ver.

In Fig. 14(c), the velocity skirt is nearly completely mitigated
and shows a better performance than in the low-frequency
coupled setup. However, the PNR does only differ by 2dB
between the three evaluations. This low effect on the PNR is
similar to the measurement shown in Fig. 5 and could be due
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Fig. 15. Measurement using an uncoupled setup in an anechoic chamber.

The scenario includes the mutual coupling of the antennas as RL, a corner
reflector (CR) at 4.3 m, and a second CR is moved by hand at a similar R.
(a) Without carrier and timing recovery. (b) With carrier and timing recovery.
(c) Velocity profile at the targets (R = 4.3 m), and range profile at v = 0 m/s
or, without recovery, at v = V.

to the low-BW phase noise power spectral density (PSD) of
the signal source.

2) Full Recovery: Fig. 15 depicts the measurement result
of a completely uncoupled system, without recovery as well as
with full timing and carrier recovery. Completely uncoupled
means that there is no 10-MHz reference distribution between
any of the measurement devices. Additionally to the static
corner reflector, a second one moved by hand at approximately
the same range is included into the scenario. Without recovery,
in Fig. 15(a), no peak for a target or an RL is visible, as the
effects due to the SFO, the CFO, and the phase noise affect
the measurement. In Fig. 15(b), all those effects are corrected
excellently, leading to sharp peaks for the targets and thus
showing the high performance of the timing recovery and the
carrier recovery.

VII. CONCLUSION

Without recovery methods, using uncoupled PMCW radars
for multistatic measurements leads to a loss in performance
due to phase noise, CFO, and SFO. With the methods proposed
in this work, these effects are mitigated successfully. Using
the timing recovery, sampling errors caused by the SFO are
detected and then corrected by resampling the Rx signal.
With the proposed carrier recovery, phase noise and CFO are
corrected. Combining both, the presented measurements show
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a very good performance, even exceeding the performance of
a low-frequency coupled setup. Thus, the presented methods
achieve a synchronized coherent signal evaluation just by
digital signal processing at the Rx. By this way, they offer
the possibility of coherent multistatic radar measurements and
are promising for uncoupled radar network setups as well as
for multistatic SAR applications.
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