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Complex hypersurfaces in direct products of Riemann surfaces

CLAUDIO LLOSA ISENRICH

We study smooth complex hypersurfaces in direct products of closed hyperbolic Riemann surfaces and
give a classification in terms of their fundamental groups. This answers a question of Delzant and Gromov
on subvarieties of products of Riemann surfaces in the smooth codimension one case. We also answer
Delzant and Gromov’s question of which subgroups of a direct product of surface groups are Kéhler for
two classes: subgroups of direct products of three surface groups, and subgroups arising as the kernel
of a homomorphism from the product of surface groups to Z3. These results will be a consequence of
answering the more general question of which subgroups of a direct product of surface groups are the
image of a homomorphism from a Kéhler group, which is induced by a holomorphic map, for the same
two classes. This provides new constraints on Kihler groups.

32J127; 20F65, 20J05, 32Q15

1 Introduction
A Kdhler group is a group that can be realized as fundamental group of a compact Kihler manifold.

Convention Throughout this work, S will denote a closed orientable surface of genus g > 2 and
Iy = m1(Sy) its fundamental group. Furthermore, a surface group will always be a group isomorphic

to I’y for some g > 2.

Kihler groups have attracted much interest over the last decades and have been studied from many different
points of view. An important motivation for studying them is that they are closely linked to the study
of the topology of smooth complex projective varieties. Historically, a key technique for understanding
Kihler groups is through their homomorphisms onto surface groups. For some examples of how surface
groups are used in the study of Kihler groups, as well as for general background on Kihler groups, we
refer the reader to [Amords et al. 1996] (and also [Biswas and Mj 2017; Burger 2011] for more recent
developments).

A central objective of this work will be to develop new constraints on homomorphisms from Kihler
groups onto surface groups by studying complex hypersurfaces in direct products of Riemann surfaces.
More precisely, we will address the following questions, raised by Delzant and Gromov [2005] in their
fundamental work on cuts in Kéihler groups:

© 2024 The Author, under license to MSP (Mathematical Sciences Publishers). Distributed under the Creative Commons
Attribution License 4.0 (CC BY). Open Access made possible by subscribing institutions via Subscribe to Open.


http://msp.org
http://dx.doi.org/10.2140/agt.2024.24.1467
http://www.ams.org/mathscinet/search/mscdoc.html?code=32J27, 20F65, 20J05, 32Q15
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://msp.org/s2o/

1468 Claudio Llosa Isenrich

Question 1 [Delzant and Gromov 2005] Which subgroups of direct products of surface groups are
Kihler?

Question 2 [Delzant and Gromov 2005] Given a subgroup G < {(Sg,) X - -+ x w1(Sg, ), when does
there exist an algebraic variety V C Sg, x -+- X Sg, of a given dimension n such that the image of the
fundamental group of V is G?

Question 2 can be seen as a more general version of Question 1. This is particularly apparent from the
following group-theoretic reformulation:

Question 3 When is a subgroup G < 1 (Sg,) x -+ x 71 (Sg, ) the image of a homomorphism 1 (X) —
m1(Sg,) x -+ x w1 (Sg,) which is induced by a holomorphic map X — Sg, X ---x Sg, from a compact
Kihler manifold X?

Answers to these questions in concrete situations provide new constraints on Kéhler groups and can thus
have interesting applications. Indeed, one such application of Theorem 1.1 has been provided recently by
Llosa Isenrich and Py [2021]. They apply it to obtain constraints on Kodaira fibrations admitting more
than two fiberings, thereby making progress on the question [Salter 2015; Catanese 2017] of whether
such Kodaira fibrations can exist.

Delzant and Gromov [2005] give criteria for when a Kdhler group admits a homomorphism to a direct
product of surface groups. These results have been extended by [Py 2013; Delzant and Py 2019]. A
key consequence of their works is that many actions of Kéhler groups on CAT(0) cube complexes factor
through homomorphisms to direct products of surface groups. Combined with the important role that
CAT(0) cube complexes have played in recent advances in geometric group theory and low-dimensional
topology (eg [Agol 2013]), this motivates Delzant and Gromov’s questions.

The first nontrivial examples of Kéhler subgroups of direct products of surface groups were constructed by
Dimca, Papadima and Suciu [Dimca et al. 2009] with the purpose of showing that there is a Kéhler group
which does not have a classifying space which is a quasiprojective variety. They arise as fundamental
groups of generic fibres of holomorphic maps from a direct product of Riemann surfaces onto an elliptic
curve, which restrict to ramified coverings of degree two on the factors. These examples have been
generalized by Llosa Isenrich [2019] and Biswas, Mj and Pancholi [Biswas et al. 2014]. All of these
examples are fundamental groups of smooth complex hypersurfaces in direct products of closed Riemann
surfaces. More general classes of Kihler subgroups of direct products of surface groups have been
constructed from holomorphic maps onto higher-dimensional tori [Llosa Isenrich 2020]. They include
examples coming from subvarieties of all possible codimensions. On the other hand, Kéhler subgroups of
direct products of surface groups must satisfy strong constraints and the same remains true for subgroups
arising as images of homomorphisms which are induced by holomorphic maps [Llosa Isenrich 2020]. We
will provide more details on these results in Section 2.
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The combination of the diversity of examples and constraints reveals the subtle conditions that a complete
answer to Delzant and Gromov’s question needs to satisfy. However, as discussed above, solutions even
in specific cases provide new tools for studying Kéhler groups, enabling interesting applications. This
work is thus concerned with finding natural situations in which complete answers can be obtained. For
this we combine insights from previous works with Albanese maps and a careful analysis of complex
hypersurfaces in direct products of closed Riemann surfaces.

Our first result is an answer to Question 3 for direct products of three surface groups.

Definition For a direct product G x - - - x G, of groups, denote by p;: G| x---x G, — G; the projection
onto the i factor. A subgroup H < G x---x G, is called

e subdirect it p;(H) = G; for 1 <i <r, and
e fullit HNG;:=HN(1x---x1xG;x1x---x1)isnontrivial for 1 <i <r.

Theorem 1.1 Let G = m1(X) be the fundamental group of a compact Kihler manifold X, and let
¢: G — Iy, x Iy, x Iy, be a homomorphism with finitely presented full subdirect image G :=¢(G) of
infinite index. Assume that ker(p; o ¢) is finitely generated for 1 <i < 3.

Then there are finite-index subgroups Iy, < I'y;, a complex elliptic curve E and a holomorphic map

3
S = Jii Sy xSy, x Sy, > E.
i=1
induced by branched holomorphic coverings f;: Sy, — E, such that Go=ker(fu) =m(H)<Gisa
finite-index subgroup, where H is the smooth generic fibre of f and fi: I, x I, x I}, — m(E) is the

induced map on fundamental groups.

We emphasize that the condition that ker(p; o ¢) is finitely generated in Theorem 1.1 implies that the
homomorphism ¢ is induced by a holomorphic map, and, conversely, that every homomorphism to a
surface group induced by a holomorphic map will have finitely generated kernel, after possibly passing to
a finite ramified cover. Thus, our result does really provide an answer to Question 3 for direct products of

three surface groups.

Remark 1.2 Theorem 1.1 also provides constraints on homomorphisms to products of more than three
surface groups satisfying the remaining assumptions of the theorem. To see this, we use that, for subdirect
products of surface groups, finite presentability is equivalent to satisfying the virtual surjection to pairs
property (VSP) [Bridson et al. 2013, Theorem D]. Thus, finite presentability is preserved under projections
to factors, allowing us to apply Theorem 1.1 to every composition of such a homomorphism with a
projection to three of the surface group factors.

We also give a description of all possible images of homomorphisms with ¢ as in Theorem 1.1 when the
image is not a full subdirect product (see Theorem 4.3). However, in this case the homomorphism will
not always be induced by a holomorphic map.
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As a consequence of Theorem 4.3, we obtain the following answer to Question 1 in the three factor case:

Corollary 1.3 Let G = m1(X) < I}, x Iy, xI'g; for X a compact Kihler manifold. Then there is a
finite-index subgroup Gy < G such that either

(1) Gogszthlx---ths forhy,...hy=2and 0 <2k +s <3;o0r

(2) Gy is the kernel of an epimorphism ¢ : I, x I}, x I},; — Z?* which is induced by a surjective
holomorphic map f = ZLI Ji: Sy, xSy, xSy, — E with the same properties as the map f in
Theorem 1.1.

Conversely, every group which satisfies one of the conditions (1) and (2) is Kahler.

We remark that Theorem 1.1 and Corollary 1.3 will hold for any choice of compact Kédhler manifold X
with G = m1(X). However, the complex structures on £ and S,, obtained in the proof will depend
on the complex structure of X, since we will make use of the fact that there is a holomorphic map
X — Sg, X Sg, X Sg; which realizes the homomorphism G — I'g; X I'g, X I'g,. Both results will be
consequences of the more general criterion provided by Theorem 3.1. Theorem 3.1 also allows us to
classify connected smooth complex hypersurfaces in a direct product of r closed Riemann surfaces in terms
of the image of their fundamental groups, thus providing a complete answer to Question 2 for this case.

Theorem 1.4 Let X C Sy, X ---x Sg, be a connected smooth complex hypersurface in a product of
closed Riemann surfaces of genus g; > 2. Then there are finite unramified covers Xo — X and S), — Sg,,
and a holomorphic embedding 1: Xo < S, X ---x S, such that one of the following holds:

(1)« is surjective on fundamental groups.

(2) Xy is a direct product of r — 1 Riemann surtfaces.

(3) There is 3 < s < r, an elliptic curve E and surjective holomorphic maps h;: S,, — E for
1 <i < s such that Xo = H X Sg .| X -+ X Sg, for H the smooth generic fibre of h =
S hi: Sy x---x S, — E.

Moreover, if (3) holds, then h induces a short exact sequence

1 > m(H) = w1 (Sy,) x - xm1(Sy,) = 1 (E) > 1.

Finally, the techniques used to prove Theorem 3.1 can be adapted to give a complete classification of
Kihler subgroups of direct products of surface groups arising as kernels of homomorphisms to Z3, hence
also answering Question 1 for this case. We refer to Section 6 for the precise statement and results.

Structure

In Section 2 we will give some additional background and motivation for this work. In Section 3 we will
prove Theorem 3.1, which is the main technical result of this work. We apply this result in Section 4 to
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prove Theorem 1.1 and Corollary 1.3 and in Section 5 to prove Theorem 1.4. In Section 6 we explain
how the techniques used in the proof of Theorem 3.1 can be applied to kernels of homomorphisms from
direct products of surface groups to Z3.
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2 Background

When approaching Delzant and Gromov’s questions, it is helpful to use our understanding of the nature of
subgroups of direct products of surface groups from geometric group theory. The work of Bridson, Howie,
Miller and Short [Bridson et al. 2009; 2013] and other authors (eg [Kochloukova 2010; Kuckuck 2014])
shows that finiteness properties play a key role in this context. We say that a group has finiteness type ¥
if it has a classifying CW—complex with finitely many cells of dimension < k. Note that type % is
equivalent to being finitely generated, while type &, is equivalent to being finitely presented. A subgroup
of type %, of a direct product of r surface groups is virtually a direct product of finitely many free groups
and surface groups [Bridson et al. 2009; 2013]. Thus, all “nontrivial” subgroups of such a product must
have exotic finiteness properties. Moreover, for groups which are not of type %,, stronger finiteness
properties mean stronger constraints on the type of group. For more details we refer to [Bridson et al.
2009; 2013; Kochloukova 2010; Kuckuck 2014].

As explained in the introduction, finding a complete answer to Delzant and Gromov’s question is far
from trivial. However, there are interesting subclasses of direct products of surface groups in which
finding an answer seems more feasible. Indeed, a first class are the subgroups G of type F: since any
such G is virtually a direct product of surface groups and free groups, one deduces readily that G being
Kihler is equivalent to G being virtually a product Z2 x 7 (Sg,) x---xm(Sg,) fork >0, s >0and

glv'--vgszz'

In terms of finiteness properties, the first nontrivial class of subgroups of a direct product of r surface
groups is given by the ones which are of type %, _; but not ¥%,. The examples constructed in [Dimca
et al. 2009] show the existence of Kéhler groups of this type for every r > 3. They are obtained as
fundamental groups of complex hypersurfaces in direct products of Riemann surfaces. Their construction
was subsequently generalized in [Biswas et al. 2014; Llosa Isenrich 2019]. All known examples of this
type can be obtained from the following result:
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Theorem 2.1 [Dimca et al. 2009; Llosa Isenrich 2019] Let r > 3, let E be an elliptic curve and let
fi: Sg; = E be branched covers for 1 <i <r. Define themap f :=Y ;_: Sg, X+++x Sg, — E using
the additive structure in E. Assume that the induced map fi on fundamental groups is surjective and let
H be the smooth generic fibre of f. Then f induces a short exact sequence

l > (H)—> Ty x---xTg, - m(E)— 1.

The group my(H) is Kéhler of type ¥,_; but not of type %,. Moreover, ;1 (H) < Iy, x---x I}, isan
irreducible full subgroup.

When passing to subgroups with more general finiteness properties, the situation turns out to be more
subtle. Indeed, the class of Kéhler subgroups of direct products of surface groups that one can then
obtain is much larger: they can attain any possible finiteness properties and can arise from subvarieties
of all codimensions [Llosa Isenrich 2020]. Moreover, there is no apparent correlation between the
codimension of a smooth subvariety realizing a subgroup and its finiteness properties (see [Llosa Isenrich
2020, Theorems 1.2 and 4.1] for precise statements of these results).

On the other hand, it is not hard to see that Kdhler subgroups of a direct product of surface groups have
to satisfy many restrictions. It is well known that a Kihler subgroup of a direct product of surface groups
must be isomorphic to a subdirect product of a free abelian group of even rank and finitely many surface
groups. Even among subgroups of this form, strong constraints hold [Llosa Isenrich 2020, Sections 6-9].
For instance, every Kahler full subdirect product of r surface groups which is of type F; with k > %r
must virtually be isomorphic to the kernel of an epimorphism I'g; x -+ x I}y, — Z*™ for some m > 0
and g1,..., g, = 2; a similar result holds for finitely presented images of homomorphisms from Kihler

groups to direct products of surface groups which are induced by holomorphic maps.

Given the explicit nature of Theorem 2.1, one may now wonder if these constraints can be strengthened
to show that all Kihler subgroups of direct products of r surface groups are of the form of this theorem if
they are of type &, _; but not F,. Theorem 1.1, Corollary 1.3 and Theorem 6.4 show that this is indeed
the case after imposing additional assumptions and that the same remains true even when we consider
images of homomorphisms to direct products of surface groups. The common key to these results is
that our assumptions will allow us to reduce to situations in which all interesting Kihler subgroups are
fundamental groups of smooth complex hypersurfaces.

We now turn to explaining in more detail why the condition that ker(p; o ¢) is finitely generated in
Theorem 1.1 arises naturally. For this recall the following classical result about Kéhler groups:
Theorem 2.2 Let G = m1(X), for X a compact Kéhler manifold. Fix h > 2. The following properties
are equivalent:

(1) There exists a surjective homomorphism ¢ : G — 1},

(2) There exists g > h and a holomorphic map f: X — Sg with connected fibres.
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(3) There exists g > h and a holomorphic map f : X — Sg n with connected and nonmultiple fibres
such that the kernel of the induced homomorphism f; G — nfrb(S ¢.n) 18 finitely generated, where
S¢.n is a closed hyperbolic Riemann orbisurface with cone points of ordersn = (ny, ..., ny).

Moreover, if (1) is satisfied, then we can choose a map f satistying (2) such that ¢ factors through
Jx:m1(X) — T, Similarly, if (2) is satisfied, then we can choose a map f satisfying (3) such that f
factors through f.

The equivalence of (1) and (2) is due to Siu [1987] and Beauville [1988], while the orbifold version was
proved by Catanese [2003] (although it seems to have been known earlier; see [Kotschick 2012] for further
details). Conversely, every homomorphism from a Kihler group onto a closed hyperbolic orbisurface
group with finitely generated kernel is induced by a holomorphic map (see [Catanese 2008; Delzant
2016, Theorem 2]). For further background and definitions on maps from compact Kihler manifolds to
hyperbolic orbisurfaces, we refer the reader to [Delzant 2016, Section 2].

Note that every hyperbolic orbisurface group has a finite-index subgroup which is a surface group.
Considering that all of the main results in this paper require us to pass to finite-index subgroups, we will
thus restrict ourselves to considering surface groups for the remainder of this work.

We conclude this section by fixing some notation and definitions which we will require later. For a direct

product Gy X -+ x G, of groups and 1 <i; <--- < iy <r, we denote by p;, . :Gy x---xG, —

Gj, x---x Gj, the projection homomorphism. We say that a subgroup K < G; x --- x G, surjects onto
k—tuples if p;, .. i, (K)= G, x---xGj,, virtually surjects onto k—tuples if p;, . i (K) =< Gj, x---xGj,
is a finite-index subgroup, and virtually surjects onto pairs (VSP) if K virtually surjects onto 2—tuples for

al 1 <iy <o <ip =<r.

We call a subgroup K < G X --x G, coabelian if it is the kernel of an epimorphism ¥ : G| X - -x G, — ZK
for some k > 0, and coabelian of even rank if k is even.

Moreover, for a product of surfaces Sg, X -+ x Sg, and 1 <i; < --- < i <r, we will denote by
Qiy,..i: Sgy X+ X Sg, = Sg; X -+ X S, the projection. We say that a subset X' C Sg; x---x S,
geometrically surjects onto k—tuples if q;, ... i, (X) = Sgl.1 X e X Sgik forall 1 <i; <---<ip <r.We
say that X is geometrically subdirect if it geometrically surjects onto 1-tuples.

3 From homomorphisms to complex hypersurfaces

In this section we will prove the main result of this work. The results described in the introduction will
be consequences of this result and the techniques developed in its proof.

Theorem 3.1 Let r > 3, let X be a compact Kéhler manitold and let G = n1(X). Let ¢: G —
Iy, x---x Ty, be a homomorphism with full subdirect image which can be realized by a holomorphic
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map f: X — Sg, x--- X Sg,. Assume that
* ¢(G) is coabelian and a proper subgroup of I'y, X ---x T}, ; and
Then there is an elliptic curve B and branched covers h;: Sg; — B such that ¢(G) = m{(H), where H is

the connected smooth generic fibre of the holomorphic maph =Y _; hi: Sg, X --- X Sg, — B.

Moreover, f(X) is a (possibly singular) fibre of h.
The proof of Theorem 3.1 uses the following simple and well-known result:

Lemma3.2 Let X and Y be complex tori and let f: X — Y be a surjective holomorphic homomorphism.
Then fy (1 (X)) < m1(Y) is a finite-index subgroup.

Proof of Theorem 3.1 Let A(X) be the Albanese torus of X, let A; = A(Sy;) be the Albanese torus
of Sg; for 1 <i <r, and denote by ay: X — A(X) and a;: Sg; — A; the respective Albanese maps.
By the universal property of the Albanese map, we obtain a commutative diagram

X L s, % xS,

(3-1) axl ()l \

AX) —— Ay x---x A4, —— B

where B is the complex torus (4 X ---x 4,)/ f (A(X)) (this quotient is well defined, since the induced
map on complex tori is a holomorphic homomorphism with image a complex subtorus). Denote by
b: Ay x---x Ay — B the quotient map. It is the sum b = Z;=1 b; of the restrictions b; : A; — B.

Surjectivity of the map gy, ,—10 f: X — Sg, X+ x Sg,_, implies that, for every (s1,...,5,—1) €
Sg, X+ xSg,_,, there are x € X and sy, € Sg, with f(x) = (s1,...,8,—1,5x,r). By commutativity
of (3-1), we obtain that

(1o tr—1atx,r) = (a1(s1), .o ap—1(Sp—1). ar (Sx,r)) = f_(aX(x))

Denote by X; := b;(a;(Sg;)) the image of S, in B. Since f(A(X)) = ker(b), we obtain that
b(ty,....tr—1,tx,,) =0 € B and hence er;ll bi(tj) = —by(tx,r) € —%,. Irreducibility of S, implies
that ¥; is an irreducible subvariety of dimension at most one in B. Thus, the holomorphic map

r—1 r—1
Y biay(Sg) x - xar_1(Sg,_)) > =%r. (1. trm1) > Y bi(t),

i=1 i=1
is either trivial or surjective. It follows that the image b; (a;(Sg;)) is either a point or a translate of —,

for 1 <i <r — 1. If, moreover, at least one of the images b;(a;(Sg;)) is nontrivial, then =X, C B is
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nontrivial and therefore an irreducible subvariety of dimension one. A repeated application of the same
argument to all j € {1,...,r} shows that, if at least one of the images X; of Sg, in B is one-dimensional,
then all of the ¥; are one-dimensional and translates of each other.

It follows that either

(1) X;isapointforalli € {1,...,r},or

(2) X; is a one-dimensional irreducible projective variety and X; is a translate of X; for all 7, j €

{1,...,r}.

Consider the case when the image of all of the Sg; is one-dimensional in B. Then the restriction of the

holomorphic map

r—1

Zb,‘oaithl XX Sg, | —> =X,

i=1
0 {(s1,...,85-1)}XSg; X{(Sj+1,...,5,—1)} is a surjective holomorphic map for every j € {1,...,r—1},
($1,...,8j—1) € Sg; x+++ X Sg;_, and (Sj+1,--..87) € Sg; 1 X+ X Sg,_,. By symmetry, the same
holds for Z;Zl’#j bjoajfor1 <j <r.

By assumption, r > 3. It follows that, for any choice of points 51,9 € Sg, and 5,9 € Sg,, we have

-2, + by (ar(sr0)) = h(Sgl XX Sg,_y X {Sr,O})
= h({s1,0} X Sg, X ++* X Sg,_| X {Sr,0})
=h({s1,0} X Sg, X -++x S¢,) = by(a(s1,0)) — Z1.

Hence, —X, + by(a,(sr0)) = bi(ai(s1,0)) — X1 is independent of 51 ¢ and s, and therefore the
image h(Sg, X -+ x Sg,) = by(ar(s,0)) — X, is one-dimensional and a translate of —X,. Furthermore,

the restriction 2|, ..., $7—1)3xSg; X{(5) +1,.-.5)} MAPS ONtO br(ar(sr0)) — Xy for every j € {1,...,r},

.....

(515-++,8j—1) € Sgy X+ X Sg;_, and (Sj41,...,57) € Sg; | X+ X Sg,.

Choose 51,9 € Sg, such that there is an open neighbourhood U C Sg, of 51,9 in which the restriction
bioay:U — bi(a;(U)) C X, is biholomorphic. In particular, b1 (a1 (U)) is a smooth one-dimensional

complex manifold.

Surjectivity of the restriction ,3|{(s1,0)}xsg2><{(s3 s,)) for every (s3,...,5,) € Sgy X ---x §g, implies

.....

that, for every z € a, (b, (sr0)) — Z,, there is a point s, ; € Sg, such that i(sy, 52, 7,53,...,5.0) = 2.
Then the map

r
U — ar(br(s:0) = Zr,  ur>by(ar@))+ba(az(s2,2) + Y bi(ai(si))
i=3
is a biholomorphic map from U onto a neighbourhood of z € £,. Hence, z is a smooth point of 3, and

it follows that X, is a smooth connected projective variety of dimension one.
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The Sg, are finite-sheeted branched coverings of the closed Riemann surface a, (b, (sy,0)) — 2, and thus
the image of 71 (Sy;) in m; (ar (br(sr0))— Er) is a finite-index subgroup for 1 <i <r. Since r > 2, there
is a Z? subgroup in (a, (br(sr0)— % r) and the only closed Riemann surface with a Z? subgroup in
its fundamental group is an elliptic curve. Thus, a, (b, (s,0)) — X, is an elliptic curve.

Surjectivity of the maps a;«: 1 (Sg;) — m1(A;) on fundamental groups and the fact that the fibres of the
quotient map Ay x---x A, — B are connected imply that the map / is surjective on fundamental groups.
Hence, a, (b, (s,,0)) — X, = B, h is surjective holomorphic, and the restrictions h|5gj forl <j <rare
branched covers. Theorem 2.1 implies that / induces a short exact sequence

1 = m(H) = m1(Sg,) X+ xm(Sg,) LLN T (B)=7%—1
on fundamental groups, where H is the connected smooth generic fibre of /.

Since ¢p(G) < Iy, x---x T}, is coabelian, we obtain a commutative diagram

1 #(G) Ty, X+ x I, z! 1

T

(¢(G))ab — (Fgl XX Fgr)ab E— Zl —1

where the lower sequence is exact by right-exactness of abelianization.

We now use the same line of argument as in the proof of [Llosa Isenrich 2020, Lemma 6.1] to show that
| =1kz (71 (B)). Since it is short, we include it here for the readers convenience:

By definition of the Albanese map, the commutative diagram (3-1) induces a commutative diagram

71 (X) A Ty, x---xTg, 7! 1

(3-3) J J
f*=f*,ab

m1(A(X)) = (71 (X))ap ———— w1 (A1) X -xm1(Ay) = (Tg; X+ xTg, )ap

m1(B)

The map ¢: 1 (X) — Iy, X---xT, factors through ¢ (G); thus, the map (71 (X))ap — (Ig, X+ - xTg, )ab
factors through (¢ (G))ap. It follows that

im((7TI (X))ab = (Igy x--- % 1—1gr)ab) = im(((p(G))ab — (Tg, x---x Fgr)ab),
and exactness of the bottom horizontal sequence in (3-2) implies that
(Fgl Xoeee X 1_‘gr)ab/irn((ﬂl (X))ab - (Fg1 Xoeee X 1—:gr)ab) = Zl-

The commutative diagram (3-3) can be extended to a commutative diagram

S 71 1

71 (X) Lgy > x T, /
J/ f_*=f*ab J’ XA) l
T (A(X)) = (@1(X))ap ———— w1 (A1) x - xm1(4y) = (Tg, x -+ x Ty, )ap 1(B)
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Hence, the fundamental group 71 (B) is a quotient of z!. By Lemma 3.2, we have rkz, f* (7r1 (AX ))) =
rkz 7y (f(A (X))). Thus, we obtain

tkz (771 (B)) = 2-dimc B = 2-dimc (A X --- x A,) —2-dimc f(A(X))
= rkz (Tg, X+ X T, )ab — tkz fu (71 (A(X))) = L.

It follows that the epimorphism 7! — my (B) is an isomorphism and therefore we obtain an isomorphism
of short exact sequences

1 ¢ (G) T, X+ x I, 7! 1

L

h+
| —— i (H) —— Ty, x---xTyg, ——= 11 (B) —— 1

If ¥; is a point, then the same argument shows that B is a point and the isomorphism of short exact
sequences implies that ¢(G) = w1 (H) = I'g, x--- x I, is not a proper subgroup.

Finally, observe that, since 2o f: X — B factors through the Albanese torus A(X) of X, the image of X
in B is trivial. Hence, f(X) is contained in a fibre of /. Since f(X) is the image of a smooth complex
manifold under a proper holomorphic map, it is an irreducible subvariety of a fibre of 4. The map / has
isolated singularities, since the restriction of /1 to every surface factor is a branched covering of B, and its
fibres (singular or nonsingular) are connected.

If f(X) is contained in a smooth generic fibre of /, then it is equal to this fibre, since smooth projective
varieties are irreducible. So assume that f(X) is contained in one of the finitely many singular fibres H
of i and let z € Hj be a singular point. By Milnor’s theory [1968] of isolated hypersurface singularities,
a neighbourhood of z in Hj is homeomorphic to a cone over a smooth manifold K (called the link of the
singularity). Furthermore, K is (n—2)—connected for 7 the complex dimension of Hj. In particular, K is
connected if # > 2. Since the complex dimension of Hy is ¥ —1 > 2, it follows that K is connected. Thus,
the complement of the cone point in the cone over K is connected. Connectedness of H then implies
that the complement of the finite set of singular values in Hy is a connected smooth complex manifold. It
follows that Hj is an irreducible variety and thus Hy = f(X). |

4 The three factor case

By combining Theorem 3.1 with the following results, we can complete the classification of Kahler
subgroups of direct products of three surface groups up to passing to finite-index subgroups.

Proposition 4.1 [Llosa Isenrich 2020, Proposition 9.5] Let r > 2, let X be a compact Kihler manifold
andlet G = m(X). Let ¢: G — Iy, x---x Ty, be a homomorphism with finitely presented full subdirect
image such that the projections p; o¢: G — I'g;, 1 <i <r, have finitely generated kernel.

Then ¢ is induced by a holomorphic map f: X — Sg, X ---x Sg, and the composition g; jo f: X —
Sg; X Sg; is surjective for1 <i < j <r.
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Theorem 4.2 [Llosa Isenrich 2020, Theorem 6.13] Let X be a compact Kéhler manifold and let
G =m(X). Let ¥ : G — T}y, x T, x Iy, be a homomorphism such that the projection p; o has finitely
generated kernel for 1 <i <r and the image G := (G is finitely presented. Then one of the following
holds:

(1) G = m(R) for R a closed Riemann surface of genus > 0.
(2) G =127k fork €{1,2,3}.
(3) G is virtually a direct product Z* x [y, X Ty, for hy,hy > 2 and k € {0, 1}.
(4) G is virtually Z¥ x T, for h > 2 and k € {1,2}.
G

(5) is virtually subdirect and coabelian of even rank.

As a consequence one can obtain a constraint on Kihler subgroups of direct products of surface groups
by imposing the evenness condition on the first Betti number for (1)—(5) in Theorem 4.2. Note that, while
groups of the form 71 (R), I}, xI},, and 7% x T}, are Kihler, the same turns out to not be true in general for
coabelian subgroups of I}, x I}, x I}, of even rank. In fact, many such subgroups are not even the image
of a homomorphism from a Kéhler group which is induced by a holomorphic map. As an application
of Theorem 3.1, we can make this statement precise and thus prove Theorem 1.1 and Corollary 1.3.

Theorem 4.3 Let G = 71 (X) be Kihler and let : G — I'g, x I'g, X I';; be a homomorphism such that
the projections p; o Y : G — I, have finitely generated kernel for 1 <i < 3 and the image is finitely
presented. Then there is a finite-index subgroup Gy < G = ¥ (G) such that either

(1) Go=ZFxTy, x---xTy, with0 <k +s=<3;or
(2) there are finite-index subgroups Iy, < I, an elliptic curve E and branched holomorphic coverings

Ji:Sy; = E for1 <i <3 such that Go = 71 (H) = ker( fx), where H is the smooth generic fibre
of the surjective holomorphic map f = Z?:l fi.

Conversely, any group satistying one of the conditions (1) and (2) is the image of a homomorphism
satisfying the above hypotheses.

Proof By Theorem 4.2, it suffices to consider the case when G is virtually coabelian of even rank. Then
there are finite-index subgroups I3, < I'g; for / > 0 and an epimorphism ¢: I}, x I}, x I},; — 72! such
that Gy := ker¢ < G is a finite-index subgroup and Gy < I, x I, x I}, is a finitely presented full
subdirect product. We may further assume that Gy < I, x I, x I}, is a proper subgroup (if not, then (1)
holds with £k = 0 and s = 3).

Let Xo — X be the finite-sheeted holomorphic cover corresponding to the subgroup ¥ ~!(Go) < G. Then
X is a compact Kihler manifold with ¥ (71 (Xy)) = Go = ker ¢ and the projections

Pi o Vln, (x0): T1(Xo) = Iy,

have finitely generated kernel. Proposition 4.1 implies that /|, (x,) is induced by a holomorphic map
f:Xo— Sy, xSy, xSy, with the property that ¢; j o f: Xo — Sy, X Sy, is a surjective holomorphic map
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for 1 <i < j < 3. Hence, all assumptions of Theorem 3.1 are satisfied. It follows that Gy satisfies (2). The
converse direction follows easily by taking quotients of Kihler groups of the form Z2 x Ly <o x Ty,
and from Theorem 2.1. O

Proof of Theorem 1.1 If in Theorem 4.3 the group G is a full subdirect product, then (1) can only hold
if Gy < Iy, x I'g, X Iy, has finite index. Hence, we must be in case (2). O

To reduce Corollary 1.3 to Theorem 4.3, we will apply the following result of Bridson and Miller:

Theorem 4.4 [Bridson and Miller 2009, Theorem 4.6] Let I';>, be a surface group, let A be any group
and let G < T’y x A. Assume that G is finitely presented and that the intersection G N I'y is nontrivial.
Then G N A is finitely generated.

Proof of Corollary 1.3 Let G =y (X) < T}, xIy, xIg; be a nontrivial Kihler group; in particular, G is
finitely presented. Let : ;1 (X)) < I'g; x I'g, x I'g; be the canonical inclusion. To apply Theorem 4.3,
we need to show that ker(p; o ¥) is finitely generated for 1 <i < 3.

Assume first that G N I, is nontrivial for 1 <i < 3. Then Theorem 4.4 implies that ker(p; o ) =
G N (I'g, xIg;) is finitely generated and that, similarly, ker(p, o) and ker(p3 o) are finitely generated.
If some of the intersections G N Iy, are trivial, then, by reordering factors and projecting away from
factors with trivial intersection, we may assume that G is a full subgroup of I'g, x---x T with1 <s <2.
In particular, we may assume that the embedding of G in I'g, x I'g, x I'g; has trivial projection to the last
3 — s factors. For s = 1, it is now trivially true that ker(p; o 1) is finitely generated for 1 <i < 3, and for
s = 2 the same follows from another application of Theorem 4.4.

Thus, we can apply Theorem 4.3 in all cases. The first part of the result is then a direct consequence of
the fact that Kéhler groups have even first Betti number.

Conversely, groups satisfying condition (1) and having even first Betti number are clearly Kéhler and
w1 (H) in (2) is Kahler as the fundamental group of H. O

Remark 4.5 Corollary 1.3 provides a classification of Kihler subgroups of direct products of three
surface groups up to passing to finite-index subgroups. This statement can be made more precise in the
cases corresponding to (1): when k& = 0, finite extensions of these groups are Kihler if they are subdirect
products of surface groups; and when k = 2, the group G is either a finite-index subgroup of a direct
product Z2 x T}y with h > h’ > 2 or == 7.2,

The following example shows that it may be necessary to pass to finite-index subgroups:

Example 4.6 Let I'y, x Iy, be a direct product of surface groups. For m > 2, consider the canonical
epimorphisms v; : H; (I'g;, Z) — 7/ mZ obtained by mapping a basis of H;(I'¢;,Z) to 1 € Z/mZ. Denote
by V; : Iy, = Z/mZZ the composition of v; with the abelianization map and define V:=v; +v,: Iy, xIg, =
Z/mZ. The finite-index subgroup ker U < I'g, x Iy, is Kéhler and virtually a direct product ker vy xker v,
of surface groups, but is not itself a direct product of surface groups.
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5 Complex hypersurfaces

In this section we prove Theorem 1.4. We consider an embedded connected smooth complex hypersurface
t: X <= Sg, X--- xS, in a direct product of closed Riemann surfaces of genus g; > 2. Observe that
we may assume that all projections g; ot: X' — Sg,; are nonconstant. Indeed, if one of the projections
giot: X — Sg; in Lemma 5.2 is constant, say ¢, ot, then X = Sg, x---x S, _, is a direct product of
r — 1 surfaces. Hence, we do not lose much by excluding this case.

Lemma 5.1 Letr >2andlet ixy: X < Sg, X---x Sg, be a geometrically subdirect embedding of a
connected smooth complex hypersurface in a direct product of closed Riemann surfaces. Then there is
2<s<rsuchthat X =Y X Sg | X+ XSg, withty:Y < Sg X---x Sg an embedded smooth
complex hypersurface which geometrically surjects onto (s—1)—tuples.

Proof The result follows by induction on the number of factors » > 2. For r = 2, the result holds due
to the assumption that the embedding is geometrically subdirect. If X does not geometrically surject
onto (r—1)—tuples, then there is an (r—1)—tuple 1 <iy <--- <i,_1 <r such that the irreducible variety
X = Giy,....ir_ (X) is (r—2)—dimensional; we may assume i; = j. Hence, the smooth generic fibre of
q1...r—1: X — Sg, X-+--x Sg,_, is one-dimensional and therefore equal to S, . Let X* C X be the locus
of nonsingular values. Then X* x Sy, C X is an open dense submanifold. It follows that X = X x S,
with X < Sg, x-+-x Sg,_, a connected smooth embedded hypersurface. Clearly X is geometrically
subdirect. The result follows by induction. O

Lemma 5.2 Letr >1andleti: X < Sg, x---x Sy, be a connected smooth complex hypersurface
such that the projections q; ot: X — Sg, are nontrivial. Then there are finite regular covers Sj, — Sg,
for 1 <i <r such that  lifts to an embedding j : X < Sy, x---x Sy, withix(m1(X)) = jx(m1(X)) <
)

| X +++x T}, asubdirect product.

Proof The projections g; ot: X — Sy, are proper holomorphic maps between compact Kihler manifolds.
Thus, I}, := (gi o)« (71 (X)) < 71(Sg;) is a finite-index subgroup for 1 <i <r. Let f;: Sp, — Sg,; be
the associated unramified coverings. Then ¢ factors through a continuous map j: X' — S, X+ xSy,
making the diagram

S hy X0 X S hy

P
X =5 Sg, X+ x Sg,

commutative. Since ¢ and the f; are holomorphic, the map j defines a holomorphic embedding and, by
choice of the f;, the group jx(m;(X)) < T}, x---x I}, is subdirect. |

We may in fact assume that the image 4 (1 (X)) < I}, x---x I}, is full subdirect.
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Lemma 5.3 Letr >2andlet 1: X < Sg, X ---x Sg, be an embedded connected smooth complex
hypersurface such that A := t14(71(X)) < I'g; x -+ x Iy, is a subdirect product. If A is not full in
Iy, x--- x Iyg,, then (after possibly reordering factors) X is biholomorphic to Ry X Sg; X -+ X Sg,
with j: R, — Sg, x Sg, an embedded Riemann surface such that j«(m1(Ry)) = I,, the projection
R, — Sg, fori =1, 2 is a branched covering, and Ty, N ji (71 (Ry)) = {1}.

Proof After applying Lemma 5.1 and splitting off direct surface factors from X, we may assume that
X geometrically surjects onto (r—1)—tuples for r > 2. If A is not full, then there is a factor I';; with
I';; N A = {1}, say i = 1. Hence, the projection g5, ,: Sg, X+ X Sg, = Sg, X -+ X Sg, induces an
isomorphism A = g, «(A) =: A< Ig, x---xTI§,. Since X geometrically surjects onto (r—1)—tuples,

themap gy . ,: X — Sg, X---x Sg, is a surjective holomorphic map between closed complex manifolds.

It follows that A < Ig, x++-x T, is a finite-index subgroup and thus a full subdirect product.

The epimorphism p;: A — Iy, induces an epimorphism p : A — I'y,. By the universal property of
full subdirect products of limit groups (see [Bridson et al. 2013, Theorem C(3)]), p; is induced by a
homomorphism I, x ---x Iy, — I’, and thus factors through the projection I'g, x -+ x Iy, — I'g; for
some 2 <i <r (else the image Iy, would contain an element with noncyclic centralizer), say i = 2.
It follows that the projection A — I'y, x Iy, factors through the projection to Iy, and thus has image
isomorphic to I'y,. However, this contradicts geometric surjection to (r—1)—tuples unless r = 2 (since,
as above, q1,.. ,—1,5(A) <Tg, x---xTg, _, is a finite-index subgroup).

This leaves us with the situation when X = R,, is a closed Riemann surface of genus y > 2 with the
property that A = 1,(m (X)) = I},. Since t+(1 (X)) is subdirect, the projections onto factors induce
finite-sheeted branched coverings R, — Sg; fori =1,2. |

Proof of Theorem 1.4 If X is not geometrically subdirect, then (2) holds. Hence, we can assume that
X is geometrically subdirect. By Lemma 5.1, reduce to the case that X =Y X Sg | X--- X Sg, with
Jj:Y = 8¢, x---x Sg an embedded smooth complex hypersurface that geometrically surjects onto
(s—1)—tuples. If s =1, then Y is a point and we are in case (2). If s = 2 then Y is a smooth Riemann
surface and we are again in case (2). Hence, we may assume that s > 3. By Lemmas 5.2 and 5.3, we may
further assume that A := j4(71(Y)) < 71 (Sg,) x -+ x 71 (Sg,) is a full subdirect product.

Since Y geometrically surjects onto (s—1)—tuples, the projections
G1pi=1i+1,.,s 0 J 1 ¥ = Sgy X+ X Sg; | X Sg; )Xo+ X S

are surjective holomorphic maps between closed complex manifolds of the same dimension. Hence,
(G1,im1,it1,sx 0 JIT1(Y)) S Ty X oo x Iy, x Ig; | X -+ x gy is a finite-index subgroup for
1 <i <s. Hence, Corollary 3.6 of [Kuckuck 2014] implies that there are finite-index subgroups I, < T,
and an epimorphism ¢: T}, x --- x T},, — ZK such that Ag := ker¢p = AN (T}, x---x },)) < A is
a finite-index subgroup and the restriction of ¢ to every factor is surjective. Note that, in particular,
Ao =T, x---x I, is a full subdirect product.
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Denote by Yy — Y the finite-sheeted covering associated to the finite-index subgroup j ! (Ag) < 1 (Y).
Then there is a holomorphic embedding ¢: Yy < S), x -+ x S}, making the diagram

L
Yo —— Sy, x---x Sy,

L,

Y —L s 8, x e x Sy,

commutative. By construction, we have t4(7;(Yy)) = Ao and that Yy geometrically surjects onto
(s—1)—tuples

If Ag =T}, x---xTI), is a finite-index subgroup, then we are in case (1). Hence, we may assume that
A has infinite index. In particular, £ > 1 and all conditions of Theorem 3.1 are satisfied. Hence, there is
an elliptic curve E and branched covers /;: S,, — E such that Y; is equal to a fibre of the holomorphic
maph =3 ;_;hi:Sy, x---xS,, — E.

The map / has isolated singularities and all fibres are irreducible varieties by the proof of Theorem 3.1.
In particular, the map / is a submersion in all but finitely many points. It follows that / has reduced fibres
and thus the fibres of / over singular values are singular varieties and, in particular, cannot be smooth
manifolds (see eg [Milnor 1968, page 13]). Since Yy is a smooth subvariety of S;,, x---x S, it follows
that Yy is a smooth generic fibre of /. a

Remark 5.4 We want to mention that case (2) in Theorem 1.4 splits into three cases (after reordering
factors):

(i) X has trivial image in one factor, say S, , and thus Xo = S), x---xS),_,.
(i) tx(m1(Xp)) < Ty, x---x T, is not full. In this case, the proof of Lemma 5.3 shows that X, =
Ry xSy, x---x Sy, with Ry — S, xS, an embedded curve and t4(7;(Xp)) = I}, x---xT},.
(iii) s =2, Xo = Ry xSy, x---x 8§, with R = §,, x §,, an embedded curve and ¢4 (71 (Xy)) =
I, x---x I}, This happens for instance when Ry, is a generic hyperplane section of Sg, x Sg,.

Note that in this case ¢« is not injective and furthermore this is precisely the case when (1) and (2)
both hold in Theorem 1.4.

Remark 5.5 1In case (1) of Theorem 1.4, the epimorphism ¢: 7y (Xo) — I}, x---x T}, is not necessarily
injective. For instance, X can be as in Remark 5.4(iii). However, it can be an isomorphism: Take X to
be a smooth generic hyperplane section of Sg, X ---x Sg,. If r > 3 the Lefschetz hyperplane theorem
implies that X' < Sg, X ---x Sg, induces an isomorphism on fundamental groups.

Remark 5.6 In the light of Theorem 1.4, it is natural to ask if one can also classify smooth subvarieties X
of codimension k > 2 in a direct product of Riemann surfaces Sg, x- - - x Sg, in terms of their fundamental
groups. The examples constructed in [Llosa Isenrich 2020] show that the class of fundamental groups of
such subvarieties will be much larger. Furthermore, the Lefschetz hyperplane theorem will allow us to
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realize any fundamental group of a smooth subvariety of codimension / < k as the fundamental group of
a smooth subvariety of codimension & whenever k < r — 2. These two observations show that any such
classification will have to allow a much wider variety of fundamental groups. One observation that seems
worth mentioning is that, for k < %r, the image of 71 (X) in Iy, x--- x T}, has to be isomorphic to a
virtually coabelian subgroup of even rank in a direct product of < r surface groups (we might need to get
rid of some factors and replace others by finite-index subgroups).

To see this, we first split off direct factors, using the same methods as above, to obtain a codimension
k subvariety Xy in a product of s < r surfaces which geometrically surjects onto (s—k)—tuples. Then
we combine results of Kuckuck [2014] with the fact that the inclusion Xy < Sg, X --- x Sg_ is holo-
morphic and thus the images ¢;,,...i,_, .+ (m1 (X)) =< Ig; x---xTg  are finite-index subgroups for
1<i; <---<ig_p <s(see[LlosalIsenrich 2020, Sections 5 and 6] for details, in particular Proposition 6.3).

6 Maps to Z°

Another situation in which we can give a complete answer to Delzant and Gromov’s question is the case
of coabelian subgroups of rank two. Our proof will make use of [Bridson et al. 2013].

Theorem 6.1 [Bridson et al. 2013, Theorem D] Let G < A{ x---x A, be a finitely generated full
subdirect product of nonabelian limit groups A; for1 <i <r.

Then G is finitely presented if and only if G virtually surjects onto pairs.

Theorem 6.2 Let X be compact Kihler, let G = m1(X) and let ¢: G — I'g; x --- x Iy, be a ho-
momorphism with finitely presented full subdirect image which is induced by a holomorphic map
S X — Sg, x---x Sg,. Assume that there is an epimorphism : Iy, x --- x Iy, — 7% such that
kery = ¢ (G).

Then (after possibly reordering factors) there is s > 3, an elliptic curve E and branched covering maps
Ji:Sg; — E for1 <i <s such that $(G) = w{(H)xTg, , x---xTg,, where H is the connected smooth
generic fibre of the holomorphic map f =Y i_; fi: Sg, XX Sg, > E, fx = 1ﬁ|1~g1 x-xTg, » and W|I~gi

trivial fori > s + 1.

Proof With the same notation as in the proof of Theorem 3.1, consider the commutative diagram

Arguing as in the proof of Theorem 3.1 (see diagram (3-3) and subsequent discussion) we obtain that
tkz 1 (B) = 2 and that the map ¥ is induced by the holomorphic map /: Sg, x---x Sg, — B. Since
the restriction h|Ss'i : Sg; = B is a holomorphic map, either it is surjective or /(Sy;) is a point.
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A surjective holomorphic map between closed Riemann surfaces is a branched covering. Hence, there is
1 < s <r such that (after reordering factors):

e h:Sg — B is abranched holomorphic covering for 1 <i <.
e h(Sg;)isapointfors+1=<i=<r.

It follows that
¢(G) =kerhy = ker((h|sg1 xxSgy)#) X Tgo | X oo x Ty,
=kery = ker(ng1 scexTgy ) X Dggyy Xoo o X T,
Since I | x---x I}, is finitely generated and ¢(G) is finitely presented, the full subdirect product
kel‘(l/flr‘glx...xpgs) =¢(G)/(Tg,, X+ xTy,) < Ty x---x Iy is finitely presented.

If s = 1, then being a full subdirect product implies that ker(WFg1 X"'Xrgs) = IY,, and, if s = 2, then
Theorem 6.1 implies that the group ker(y |Fg1 Xng) <TIy, xTI%g, is a finite-index subgroup. However, ¥ is
an epimorphism onto the infinite group Z2. It follows that s > 3.

Hence, the restriction /| Sy XX Sgg satisfies all conditions of Theorem 2.1, so ker(yr |1~g1 xxTy, ) = 71 (H)
for H the smooth generic fibre of the restriction h|Sg1 x-—xSgy- Thus, p(G) =m (H)xTg x---xIy,. O

As a consequence of Theorem 6.2, we can now classify all Kihler subgroups arising as kernels of
homomorphisms from a direct product of surface groups to Z?>. For this we will require the following
result:

Theorem 6.3 [Llosa Isenrich 2020, Corollary 1.6] Letk>0and gy,...,g, >2. If ¢: T, X+ -xIg, —

72K+ s g surjective homomorphism, then ker ¢ is not Kahler.

Theorem 6.4 Let r > 1, let ¢p: Ty, X+ x Iy, — Z* be a homomorphism, let G =ker ¢ < Tg, x---x I,
and let p;(G) =T, < Ty, be the projection of G to thei th factor. Then the following are equivalent:

(1) G is Kahler.

(2) Either G =T, x---x I, , orthereis r = s > 3, an elliptic curve E and surjective holomorphic
maps fi: Sy, — E for1 <i <s such that G = m{(H) x I'y, | x--- x Iy, (after possibly
reordering factors), where H is the connected smooth generic fibre of the holomorphic map
S =201 Jii Sy XX Sy, = E, fax = @I, xxy, i Ty XX Dy = w1 (E) Z (T, X+ -x Ty,
and ¢|ng is trivial fori > s + 1.

Theorem 6.4 shows in particular that the image of ¢ is either trivial or isomorphic to Z?2.

Proof By Theorem 2.1, (2) implies (1). Assume that G is Kihler. If ¢ is trivial, then G =TIy, x---x T,
is Kihler, and, if im(¢) < Z* has odd rank, then, by Theorem 6.3, G is not Kihler. Thus, we may assume
that G is a finitely presented full subdirect product of I, x---x I}, which is the kernel of an epimorphism
¢: I, x---xIj, — 7* = im(¢), where, by slight abuse of notation, ¢ now denotes the restriction of ¢
to I}, x---xT,.

Algebraic € Geometric Topology, Volume 24 (2024)



Complex hypersurfaces in direct products of Riemann surfaces 1485

Since G is finitely presented, we apply Theorem 4.4 as in the proof of Corollary 1.3 to show that
the kernels of the projections of ker(¢) to factors are finitely generated. Let X be a compact Kéhler
manifold with G = m1(X). Then Proposition 4.1 implies that ¢ is induced by a holomorphic map
S X — 8y x---x 8y, xSg | x---xSg,.. Hence, all conditions of Theorem 6.2 are satisfied and we
obtain (2). O
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