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Abstract

In this article, we consider the stability threshold of the 2D magnetohydrodynamics
(MHD) equations near a combination of Couette flow and large constant magnetic
field. We study the partial dissipation regime with full viscous and only horizontal
magnetic dissipation. In particular, we show that this regime behaves qualitatively
differently than both the fully dissipative and the non-resistive setting.
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1 Introduction
The equations of magnetohydrodynamics (MHD)

OV +V-VV + VI = (1,02 +1,02)V + B - VB,
UB+V VB = (k0 +Kky0)B+B-VV,
Vv=V.b=0,

(t,x,y) e Rt x T x R,

e))

model the evolution of the velocity V of conducting, non-magnetic fluids interacting
with a magnetic field B. The MHD equations are commonly used in applications
ranging from astrophysics and the description of plasmas to control problems for
liquid metals in industrial applications (Davidson 2016). Similarly to the Navier—
Stokes and Euler equations, questions of hydrodynamic stability and the behavior for
high Reynolds numbers (that is, for v, ¥ tending to zero) are a very active area of
research both inner-mathematically and in view of applications.

Motivated by stability results for the isotropic full dissipation case (vy = vy, =
kx = ky > 0) and instability results for the non-resistive case (kx = ky = 0), we
are interested in the behavior of the two-dimensional magnetohydrodynamic (MHD)
equations with partial dissipation, where some of the dissipation coefficients

KvaX9 U)C9vy Z 07

are allowed to vanish. More specifically, we study the behavior near the stationary
solution given by the combination of Couette flow and a (large) constant magnetic
field

Vs = ye1, Bs; =aey, (2)

for the case of vanishing vertical resistivity, x, = 0. By the symmetry B — —B,
we consider the case « > 0. For the related case of the Navier—Stokes equations
(that is, without any magnetic field), the (in)stability of Couette flow at high Reynolds
number is known as the Sommerfeld paradox (Majda and Andrea 2001) and is related
to nonlinear instability of the Euler equations (Bedrossian and Masmoudi 2015; Deng
and Masmoudi 2018; Deng and Zillinger 2021).

However, for the case of sufficiently small data it was proven in Bedrossian et al.
(2018) that (mixing enhanced) dissipation can counteract this instability in the Navier—
Stokes equations and that (longtime asymptotic) stability holds in Sobolev spaces for
initial data with

lollgy <€ <V
with y > % Later in Masmoudi and Zhao (2022) this has been improved to y = %

This is an example of a stability threshold result, which establishes stability for small
data and determines suitable (optimal) exponents y for given norms.
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Since the addition of the magnetic field is known to possibly destabilize the dynam-
ics (see the following discussion), our main questions concern the MHD equations (1)
in terms of perturbations moving with the underlying shear flow:

v(x,y,1)=V(x —yt,y, 1) — Vg,
b(x,y,t) = B(x — yt,y,t) — Bs.

The corresponding perturbed equations in these new variables read

0;V + voe) — ZBXAI_IV,UQ =v-Av+adb+bVb —vViv— V,m,
b — brey =k - Atb + adyv + bViv — vVib, 3)
V['U=V['b=0.

Here, we introduce the time-dependent derivatives 3)’, =0y — 10y, Vi = (Ox, 8;) and
A = 8)% + (8;)2. Furthermore, we use the following short notation for the dissipation
operator:

VA= 0,07 + vy ()7,
KAy =107 4 Ky (0.

In this article, we aim to establish a Sobolev stability threshold for (3) for the
specific anisotropic, partial dissipation case

ky =0, Ky = vy =vy > 0.

In particular, we show that this setting exhibits qualitatively different behavior than
the fully dissipative and the non-resistive case.
Following a similar notation as Liss (2020), we make the following definition.

Definition 1.1 (Stability threshold) Consider the MHD equations (1) with anisotropic
dissipation 0 < vy = vy = kx =: 4 < 1 and k, = 0 and let X be a Banach space
with norm || (v, b) || x. We then say that the exponent y = y (X) is a stability threshold
for the space X if for initial data with

| (vin, bin)llx <€ K u”,

the corresponding solution of (3) remains uniformly bounded for all future times with
a quantitative control

sup [[(v, b) [ x <.
t>0

We remark that this definition does not require optimality (that is, instability for smaller
choices of y). Optimal stability thresholds quantify the appearance of instability in the
large Reynolds number limit and are an active area of research for many fluid systems.
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In view of the large literature, the interested reader is referred to the following articles
for the Navier—Stokes equations (Bedrossian et al. 2018, 2017) and the Boussinesq
equations (Zhai and Zhao 2023; Lai et al. 2021; Tao et al. 2020) for a discussion and
further references.

For the (isotropic) MHD equations (v := vy = vy and k := ky = ky), there exists
several results for non-vanishing magnetic dissipation.

e When considering full isotropic dissipation v = x > 0, Liss Liss (2020) estab-
lished a Sobolev threshold in the 3D case. Under a Diophantine condition on the
magnetic field, he establishes stability for || (v, )|z~ with y = 1. For the 2D
case, an improvement to y = % is expected due to the lack of lift-up instability.
Indeed, in a very recent paper, Dolce (2023), Dolce establishes such a threshold
for the regime 0 < Ckd <v <«

e In the 2D inviscid case with isotropic magnetic dissipation, v = 0 and ¥ > 0, in
Knobel and Zillinger (2023), the authors established linear instability of nearby (in
analytic regularity) so-called traveling wave type solutions in Gevrey 2 regularity.
As an (almost) matching nonlinear result, Zhao and Zi (2023) established a stability
threshold y > 1 for Gevrey 2 — § regularity forany 0 < § < 1.

e The setting with only an underlying magnetic field but without shear flow exhibits
qualitatively different behavior and was studied for the case of the whole space in
Bardos et al. (1988); Ren et al. (2014) in the full dissipation case and in Cao et al.
(2013); Ji et al. (2019) for the partially dissipative case.

To the authors’ knowledge, there are no such results in the literature for the non-
resistive case k = 0 with Couette flow, both for the viscous or inviscid regime v = 0
or v > 0, and neither for partial dissipation regimes. In view of linear instability
results (Hussain et al. 2018) (see also Proposition 1), for these equations any stability
threshold results would need to consider unknowns different from (v, b).

As a step toward understanding this non-resistive regime, in this article we consider
the 2D MHD equations with isotropic viscosity but only horizontal resistivity (while
(Liss 2020; Dolce 2023) consider full dissipation). In particular, we ask to which
extent, as quantified by Sobolev stability thresholds, this partial dissipation regime
behaves or does not behave like these extremal cases.

In the (ideal) MHD equations (v = k = 0), the interaction of shear flows and the
magnetic field has been shown to possibly cause instabilities, with arguments both on
physical (Chen et al. 1991; Hirota et al. 2005) and mathematical grounds (Hughes and
Tobias 2001; Zhai et al. 2021).

As our first result, we show that this instability also persists in the viscous but
non-resistive MHD. These equations exhibit norm inflation in H" for all choices of
v > 0.

Proposition 1 (Instability for the non-resistive MHD equations) Consider the isotropic
equationwith1 >v > 0,k =0, @ > % and N > 3, then the stationary solution (2) is
linearly unstable in HY . More precisely, there exists initial data (v, b)y, € H such
that the solution to the linearized problem satisfies

[, D)l gy = (i) [ (v, b)inll gy
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ast — oo. This is optimal in the sense that for all initial data (v, b)y, € HY the
solution to the linearized problem satisfies

I, D)y < (Wil (v, B)inll v -

The implicit constants here may depend on «. As a consequence, the nonlinear equa-
tions also exhibit arbitrarily large norm inflation in H™ . That is, forany C = C(v) > 0
there exists an g > 0 such that for all € < gq there exists initial data (v, b)i, and a
time T such that

[, Dinllgy =&,
[, D)li=1 gy = Cll(v, D)inll gv-

In particular, there cannot exist a Sobolev threshold for ||(v, b)|| yn.

We remark that following the same argument also instability in suitable Gevrey spaces
can be established.

As mentioned above, the isotropic fully dissipative case is known to be stable in
Sobolev regularity (Liss 2020; Dolce 2023). For the associated partial dissipation
regimes, in view of the underlying shear dynamics the associated vertical dissipation
case is expected to behave similarly as the full dissipation case. The effects of partial
dissipation are a very actively studied field of research in other fluid systems, such as
the Boussinesq equations (Deng et al. 2021; Cao and Jiahong 2013; Adhikari et al.
2022)), but, to the authors’ knowledge, is largely open in the MHD equations near
Couette flow.

In the present case of horizontal resistivity, x, = 0 and v, = vy, = ky, the lack of
vertical dissipation leads to stronger instabilities, requiring finer control and use of the
coupling by a strong magnetic field. Our main results are summarized in the following
theorem.

Theorem 2 Consider the MHD equations with horizontal resistivity, i := vy, = vy, =
kx > 0and ky = 0, near the stationary solution (2) with o > % and let N > 6 be
given.

Then there exist constants co = c(«) > 0, such that for all initial data (v, b)ip,
which satisfy

3
(v, D)inllgy = € < cop?

the corresponding solution (v, b) of (4) satisfies the estimates

1
vl poogn + 12 IVivll 2y S €,

1
61l ooy + 2 (|0xbll 2y S .
Let us comment on these results:
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e Proposition 1 shows instability in terms of (v, b) for the non-resistive case. Hence,

the (horizontal) magnetic dissipation is shown to be necessary for longtime stability
results for (v, b).
However, similarly as in the Boussinesq equations (Bedrossian et al. 2023;
Zillinger 2021a), in principle stability results in terms of other unknowns such
as the magnetic potential ¢ = (—A;) ™! V}b could hold for longer or even infinite
times, which remains an exciting question for future research.

e Theorem 2 establishes a stability threshold y = % In particular, we stress that

the lack of vertical magnetic dissipation not only poses a key challenge of our
analysis but results in a different threshold value than the fully dissipative setting
(Liss 2020; Dolce 2023).
Indeed, the main constraint on our stability threshold is given by the control of
the nonlinearity v - V;b and the reduced decay rates already at the linearized level
(see Sect.2). As we show in Sect. 3.3, our estimates of the so-called reaction terms
(28) and (32) require a lower bound on the threshold by % and are expected to be
optimal for this partial dissipation case.

e Theorem 2 considers the case i := vy = vy = k. As we discuss in Sects. 2 and
1

3, we expect that instead of equality it suffices to require that %vy <k <C v; ,
similarly as in the full dissipation case studied in Dolce (2023). These constraints
naturally arise in the linearized problem studied in Proposition 2.1. Furthermore,
we expect that results can be extended to the case of purely vertical viscous dissi-
pation with additional technical effort.

e Due to missing vertical dissipation, we obtain no decay of the x-averaged magnetic
field b= which is forced by the nonlinearity.

To prove our results, it is convenient to work with the unknowns
—lgl —1gl .
PL=A"V; v, pp=A"V;-b; A=A

Similarly to the vorticity and current, the curl operator V,L eliminates the pressure and
yields a scalar quantity, while the operator A, IV,J-- is of order 0. Moreover, since v
and b are divergence-free, similarly to viscosity formulations of the 2D Navier—Stokes
equations, it can be shown by integration by parts that

[AvliL2 = |Ap1ll L2,
[AbllL2 = | Ap2ll 2,

for all Fourier multiplier A which commute with V; and A;. This, in particular, includes

(V)N which corresponds to the Sobolev norm || - || HN-
In terms of these unknowns our equations read

dp1 — 0 0LA 1 — adepa = nA L+ A IVEBVD — vV,),

ta—l. a2 1ol _ 4)
0rp2 + 0x0, A, pr —adypr = udyp2 + A V- (bViv — vV;b),

The remainder of the article is structured as follows:
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e In Sect.?2, as a first step we establish linear stability of the equations (4). In view of
the lack of vertical resistivity, we here crucially rely on the interaction of p; and
p2 due to the underlying constant magnetic field. Moreover, we discuss the effects
of partial dissipation and the resulting limited (optimal) decay rates in time.

e In Sect. 3, we introduce a bootstrap method for the proof of Theorem 2. Decom-
posing into low- and high-frequency contributions here yields several error terms,
which are handled in different subsections. In particular, we need to distinguish
between the evolution of the x-average (which does not experience enhanced dis-
sipation due to the shear) and its L?-orthogonal complement, as well as different
frequency decompositions of the nonlinear terms (called reaction and transport
terms in the literature).

e More precisely, in Sect. 3.2 we collect all nonlinear terms which can be estimated
in a straightforward way. In view of partial magnetic dissipation, a main challenge
is given by the effect of vV;b on p, at high frequencies. Here, we distinguish
between terms without x-average in Sect. 3.3 and with average in Sect. 3.4 and
perform a decomposition into a transport and a reaction term. The low-frequency
regime is discussed in Sect. 3.5 and does not require a very precise analysis.

e As a complementary result, in Sect. 4 we establish instability of the non-resistive,
viscous MHD equations and prove Proposition 1. Here we first prove linear alge-
braic instability and then deduce a nonlinear norm inflation result as a corollary.

1.1 Notations and Conventions

For two real numbers a, b € R, we denote the minimum and maximum as

min(a, b) =a A b,
max(a,b) =a Vv b.

We use the notation f < g if there exists a constant C independent of all relevant

parameters such that | f| < C|g|. Furthermore, we write f ~ gif f S gand g < f.
Moreover, for any vector or scalar v we define

(W) = (1 + o).

For a function f(x, y) € L>(T x R), we denote the x-average and its L>-orthogonal
complement as

f=(y) = Af(x, y)dx,
f+=r—fo.
Throughout this text, unless noted otherwise, the spatial variables (x, y) € T x R

are periodic in the horizontal direction and the respective Fourier variables are denoted
as
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(k,§) € (Z,R)

or (I,n). The norms || - ||Lr and || - || g~ refer to the standard Lebesgue and Sobolev
norms for functions on T x R. For time-dependent functions we denote L? H = L’ H®
as the space with the norm

I lras = |[1Lf s rxmy ”L,,(O,T).
We define the weight AV and A" by the Fourier multipliers

AN = MWV,

N _ N’ cutl
A# =M(V)" e k#0

for3 < N <N —-2and0 < ¢ < %(1 — \/g). With slight abuse of notation, we
identify the multiplier operators with their Fourier symbols. The operator M is a time-
dependent Fourier multiplier, introduced in Bedrossian et al. (2018), and is defined to
satisfy the following equation:

Mok
M = ki
M@, k, &) = 1.

That is, M is given as

‘
— _ S 1
M(t, k&) = exp( /0 de k2+(s—kr)2> :

In particular, the operator M is comparable to the identity in the sense that
1> M(t,k,§) = ¢

for some constant ¢ and all k # 0 (and M (¢, 0, &) := 1 for k = 0).
The operators A thus define energies comparable to Sobolev (semi)norms:

N ~
AT N2 = - g,

!
TAY - 2 =~ (e M0 | .

In particular, since N is sufficiently large, the norm defined by AY satisfies an algebra
property.

@ Springer
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2 Linear Stability
In this section, we study the stability of the linearized version of the equations (4):

dp1 — 00 A p1 —adepr =v - Arpi,
dp2+ 00 A;  py — adepr = k- Arpa, Q)
v=(u, 1), £ =(u,0).

The ode tools to establish stability of such systems are well known in related systems
such as the Boussinesq equations (Lai et al. 2021; Bedrossian et al. 2023; Bianchini
et al. 2020; Masmoudi et al. 2023; Zillinger 2021b).

Our main results are summarized in the following proposition.

Proposition 2.1 (Linear stability) Let u > 0, o > % and N > 6 be as in Theorem 2.
Then the equations (5) are stable in HY in the sense that for any choice of initial data
pin € HY the corresponding solution satisfies

1/2

1/2 —
PN oo ggn + 12UV pill 2 gn + 12 18e pall 2gn S €M N pinll -

As we discuss after the proof, in the case zlv <k <vl/3

1/3

the optimal decay rate for
large times is given by 1 = min(v'/”, k). In particular, the coupling induced by the
underlying magnetic field cannot yield enhanced dissipation rates for both components
once the viscous dissipation becomes too large.

Proof of Proposition 2.1 We note that in this linear evolution equation (5) all coeffi-
cient functions are independent of both x and y. Therefore the equations decouple
after a Fourier transform and we may equivalently consider the ode system

& p1 — kzﬁg—k,i,)zm —aikpy = —v( + (& — kD)),

kt)

. . A (6)
9 p2 + M—_k,)zpz — aikpy = —kk*pa,

for an arbitrary but fixed frequency (k, n) € Z x R. Since the equations are trivial for
k = 0, in the following we further without loss of generality may assume that k # 0.
Furthermore, after shifting ¢ by %, we may assume that £ = 0 and thus obtain a system

of the form
3, p1> —m — Vk2(1 + l‘2) iok (pl) (7)
P2 iok m —Kk2 P2 ’

where we dropped the hats for simplicity of notation.
In a first Naive estimate, we can test this equations with (p1, p>) and obtain that

3 2 2y <
(12 + 1p2f?) < (1+ -

kz) (Up11*+1p2?),
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which already yields the desired decay for times |7| > ( wk®)~1. However, a Gronwall-
type estimate on the remaining interval would only yield a very rough upper bound
on the possible growth by

|7] -
- dr | £+ k) ™hH%
p(/r|5<uk2)11+t2 ) (1 + (uk*)™)

In order to improve this estimate, a common trick is to make use of the fact that |«|
is relatively large and to consider

2 2 t S 1 N
E=|pil”+Ip2l” — 1+t2ﬁ —EPP)-

Since |a| > %, this energy is positive definite and comparable to |p1|> + | p2|?, with
a constant which degenerates as |«| | %
Computing the time derivative of the last term, we note that

t 1
N —p1p2
1+t2 t ( kplpz)

(Up1l* = 1p21H

_1+t2

7] 1 2
k(1 4+t
T KA Olpilie]

lrl 1
—kk
T+ 20 |p1llp2l

+0a D pilpal.

+ —

+

The first term exactly cancels out the possibly large contribution in d; (| p1|*+| p2|?).
For the second and third term, we use the fact that é < 2 and that these terms can
hence be absorbed into the dissipation terms at the cost of a slight loss of constants,
provided that

—vp <k.
2«

We estimate

A

1
gk pillpzl < 30K+ )2 + vk el

IA

(14 12| pa|* + k2| pa
and

7l 1
T+ 2 el

|2|P1| + sk | pal?

8
kklpillp2| = T+

@ Springer



Journal of Nonlinear Science (2025) 35:54 Page110f36 54

Noting that 9, % = O(t7?) is integrable in time, we thus arrive at

WE SO HE — v+ D)p1|? — k| pal?.

Further defining

t
E= E exp (/ O(r_z)dr> ,

it follows that E ~ E decays exponentially in time and that the damping terms are
integrable in time, which yields the desired result. O

We further remark that for r (corresponding to times ¢ + %) such that [7] <
|a|(uk2)_l/ 2 the system (7) exhibits fast damping in both components (due to the
coupling by «). However, for times much larger than this (that is, far away from %)
the decay is limited. Indeed, after relabeling p; +— ip; and introducing the energy E
to control contributions by ﬁ, this follows from the fact that the eigenvalues of the
matrix

—uk?(1 +12) —a
o —uk?

are given by

k22 + 12 1
Al = —% £\ uk22)? — a2,

In the first case, the square root is purely imaginary and hence M(A1) = NR(Ap) is
comparable to the stronger dissipation term

— k(1 +12).

For large times, instead the same eigenvalue computation yields
AR —pk ()2, Ao A —uk?

and hence the decay estimates of Proposition 2.1 are not improved to !/, This linear
result thus highlights the effects of the coupling induced by the underlying constant
magnetic field and shows which optimal decay estimates can be expected. In particular,
it clearly illustrates that the loss of vertical magnetic dissipation incurs a change of
decay rate compared to the fully dissipative case.

3 Bootstrap Hypotheses and Outline of Proof

We next turn to the full nonlinear problem (4), where we intend to treat the nonlinear
contributions as errors and make use of the smallness of our initial data.
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Our approach here follows a bootstrap argument, which is by now standard in the
field (see, for instance, Bedrossian et al. (2018)). In the notation of Sect. 1.1, we assume
that at the initial time

IAN plI7 + 1A pli7 < coe? (8)

for 3 < N’ < N — 2. The constant cp = co(e) > 0 will later be chosen small
enough and tends to 0 as ¢« — % Given this estimate at the initial time, our aim in the
remainder of this section is to establish the following estimates for the corresponding

solution:

e High-frequency estimates

- 2
IAN pulF o p2 + I ANV pil172,0 + H — M AN py <&
L2L?
; ©)
IAN p2l17 2 + 1l AN i pall3s, 2 + H — 5 AY p <&k
L2L?
e Low-frequency estimates
’ ’ y / 2
IAY pLlZ o + IAY Vipil2,0 + [ — % AN py <&,
u L>®L u L2L n
L212
; (10)
IAY pall7 op2 + IAY B p2ll7a, - + ”\/—%A,’Y p| < g2,
L-L

By local well-posedness and our assumptions on the initial data, these estimates are
satisfied at least on some (small) time interval (0, 7'). In our bootstrap approach, we
assume for the sake of contradiction that the maximal time 7 with this property is
finite. We then show that on that same time interval all estimates hold with improved
bounds instead, which however would imply that the estimates could be extended for
a small additional time, contradicting the maximality of 7.

With this understanding, we suppress 7 in our notation (see Sect. 1.1) and all L?
norms in time are understood to be norms on L”(0, T').

The splitting into high and low frequencies is essential to close the estimates in
Sects. 3.3 and 3.4. In particular, we need the e~ decay to bound the so-called reaction
error. Moreover, we require strong control of commutators involving A in order to
control the so-called transport error. Both error terms impose strong restrictions on
the energies and do not allow to close estimates in an easy way. We overcome this
difficulty by linking separate energy estimates in the high frequency part and the low-
frequency part. On the one hand, we can use the additional e~“#! in the low-frequency
part to our benefit in the analysis of the high-frequency part. On the other hand, the
difference in regularity allows us to control derivatives in the low-frequency estimate
by the using high-frequency estimate.
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Given a solution (p1, p2) of (4) and letting A = AV, Aﬁ’ ', computing time deriva-
tives we need to control

- 2
FAp1IZ, +2(1 — OullAV:pilI3, +2 H — M Ap) i
L

< 2(A%p1, 9L A, pr+ AV BVb — vVyv)) =: Lipi] + NL[pi].
2

APl +2(1 — Ol Adpall2s +2 |y =2 Ap,

L2

< 2(A%py, —8,0' A pa + ATIVEBV, 0 — 0V,b)) =: Lipa]l + NL[p2].

Here we have split contributions into linear (that is, quadratic integrals) and nonlinear
terms (that is, trilinear integrals). Note that the choice of 0 < ¢ < %(1 — \/g) is made

such that 1 — ¢ is not too small to absorb linear effects for « close to % For later
reference, we note that the bootstrap assumptions (9) and (10) yield the following
estimates:

107 A A pllgn S Hipzlgy (11)

and for A = AN, Aﬁ//

1
Apq 272 S 2,
AP £ll22 S 1 (12)

1
IAp2,£ll2r2 S 0™ 2e.
Furthermore, for the nonlinear terms we will often use the equality

[Av]i2 = [[Ap1liL2,
[AbllL2 = | Ap2ll 2.

Throughout the following sections, we aim to establish smallness of the contribu-
tions by the linear terms L[-] and nonlinear terms N L[-]. More precisely, we establish
the following proposition.

Proposition 3.1 (Control of errors) Under the assumptions of Theorem 2 suppose that
the initial data satisfies the smallness condition (8) and let T > 0 be such the high-

and low-frequency estimates (9), (10) are satisfied. Then on the same time interval it
holds that

T
/0 L{pi]+ L[p2]dr < 5 (co + D + O(u™'e?),

T
/ NLIpil 4+ NL[p2ldr < u~3¢>.
0
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As aconsequence, supposing that o > % and e <« (3/2, this implies that both the high-
frequency and low-frequency estimates (9), (10) improve and thus 7 can only have
been maximal if 7 = oo, which proves Theorem 2. Thus proving Proposition 3.1 is our
main concern in this section and our proof is split over the following subsections. The
most important estimates, highlighting the effects of partial dissipation, are established
in Sects. 3.1, 3.3 and 3.4.

We note that the nonlinear terms

(Ap1, AT'VEAMDV D — vV,0)) = —(Av, A(BV,b — vV, v)),
(Apa, ATIVEABV U — vV,b)) = —(Ab, A(bV,v — vV,b)),

for A= AN, AY "are all trilinear products involving
12 3
a a“a” € {vvv, vbb, bbv, bvb}

and we will use this notation to refer to the specific terms. Since the x-averages do not
experience fast (mixing enhanced) decay under the dissipation, we split these products
as
(Ad', A@®Via)) = (AaL, A(aZVial)4)
+ (Aay, A@2V,al))
+ (Aal. A(aVial))
+(Aal, A(aLVial)=,

where the full splitting is only used for the bvb term.

3.1 Estimate of the Linear Error

In this subsection, we establish the estimate of the linear terms in Proposition 3.1.
Here, we use some of the same techniques as in the proof of linear stability in Sect. 2,
but instead focus on establishing quantitative bounds on the time integral.

Taking a Fourier transform of (4) yields

0 P1 — iy b1 — @ikpy = —p( + (€ = kn*) pi + FINL[pi]l,

0 p2 + Gt Py — ik p = —pk® b2 + FINL[pa]l.

13)

Recalling the various contributions, we aim to estimate
(A2pa, —0x0L A7 pa) + (A% p1, 0:0L A7 1)
k(E—k A N
= Z/dsAzkzﬁs s (1h1l” = 12,
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In the following, with slight abuse of notation, we omit the hat denoting the Fourier

transform and only consider k # 0, since for k = 0 this term vanishes.

Similarly as in the linear stability results of Sect.2, we note that the Fourier mul-
tiplier a priori is not integrable in time and cannot easily be estimated by the partial
dissipation. Hence, we rely on the coupling induced by the underlying magnetic field
to eliminate some of this contribution and to provide better decay. More precisely,
multiplying the equations (13) with p,, p; and omitting the hats for simplicity of

notation, we obtain the following identity:

IAGIEVAGIE
— L (priakpi + iakp2 )
=L p1(3, Py + 25+ uk*p, — FINL
- iakpl( tP2 + K2+ (E—k1)? P2 +u P2 [ [PZ]]))

— ar P20 p1 — P P+ (K + (€ — kD) — FINL[py]]

= 1 B (p1P2) + n(k> + (€ — kH)*) p1 Py + pk* p173)

— L (p1, p2) - FIAT'VE(BVib — vV0, bV — vV, b)].

Thus we split L into two linear terms and one nonlinear term:

— 2 k(E—kt)
2Z/dEA k2+(§ kt)2 lakat(p1p2)

+ 2Z/d§A2k2’1f§ A0 7t Uk 4 1 — kD) pi 7y

(14)

— 2(AD, AT (p1. p2) £ AN V(DY — vV, BV, v — vV, b) 2)

—Li+L,+ONL.

We estimate L, by

2 (2k%4+(E—k1)%) (E—kt)
LU« = _MZ/dsA ¢ kZi(s k:)g p1p2
k0

2 2
_ _sz@ywp (k2 + (& — k)?) 7P,

P K2+ —kn?)?

< Zusup (((f“ )” ) 143 p2ll 2 AV pil 2
N S

< V2L p(1AD pa 2 + 1AV pr122),

where we used that

_ | @G0 G0
1+(G-n2)3

QK2 +(E—kt)? >(s kt)
K24 E—kn?)?

@ Springer



54  Page 16 of 36 Journal of Nonlinear Science (2025) 35:54

2y
< sup ( (2+s ); )
s (1+s2)2
2
<2

To estimate L1, we integrate by parts in time to deduce that

k k
/ «wy [ den et iy

t
2 2 (E—kt)
|: /.dgA k2+(§' kt)2 p1p2]

0

+/dt—Z/dfplpzat(Azsz@ktk)t)z)

t
2_ (k)
[ Z/dgA pey kt)2P1P2:|
0
— 2 —k
—i—/dz’— /déplngA k2f(§fk)t)2

k
+C“1A=A{y’/dT_Z/déplmAszf@ tk)t)2

2 k(k>— (k1 —§)*)
+/dT_Z/dép pZA (k2+($ k)2)2 "
So we infer by Holder’s inequality that

/ @ Z/ déAzkzi(ié kzgy @k 9 (p1P2)
< L(IAP1 O 2 1AP2 (0 12 + IAP1 (Dl 2 | Ap2(D)]] 12)

+ 1l Adx pill2s2 || Ay — 2 po

L2L2

+

Ay = p

1
¢ L212

and thus

/Ldr—/ONLdr
<

= (IAP1O)17 2 + [ Ap2(0)]172)
+ 2= (IAP1] oo 2 + AP 17 o0 2)
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2
L? .

/Ldt < ﬁ(co—i—l)ez—i—/ONLdr, (15)

é(u(l — )19 Apl72 + (1 = )13, Apll7, H‘/_%Ap

Using the dissipation estimates (12), we therefore obtain

where the O N L part will be estimated at the beginning of the next subsection.

3.2 Immediate Nonlinear Estimates for AV

In this subsection, we collect some estimates which can be obtained in a straight
forward approach using standard techniques (e.g., see (Bedrossian et al. 2018)). In
particular, for these terms we are not constrained by the lack of vertical resistivity. For
most estimates, we do not aim to establish optimal (mixing enhanced) bounds, since
these bounds are in any case better than the ones involving horizontal resistivity and
hence do not affect the over all stability threshold. In the following, we write A = AN .

ONL estimate Using integration by parts in space and Holder’s inequality, the
nonlinear contribution in (14) can be estimated by

ONL = §<Aa A g, A(bVib — vV,v)2)
+ 2(A A bs, AV Y — vV b) 2)

= 2(ANA (V@ v), Ab®b — v ®v)4)
+
2
o

2<Aa AN VE@by), Ab®v—v®b)s)

o

S 2IA@, D)£I7 AW, )| 2.

Recalling the bounds (12) and integrating in time, we thus obtain that
/ONLdr <uled (16)

Estimates with an x-average in the second component Leta 14243 € {vvv, vbb, bbv,
bvb}, then we need to estimate the trilinear products

(Aak, A(@ZVial)) = (Aak, A(a2 19,a2))
S llAakliz2 1 AaZ (Il 2| Adyall 2.

Integrating in time and again using the bound (12) yields a control by

/dr(Aa‘, A@iv,a®)) < ulel. (17)
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The influence of the underlying x-averaged velocity and magnetic field on the average-
less parts can thus be easily controlled by the dissipation, provided ¢ « . In the
following, we focus on terms involving ai.

vy estimate We first discuss the velocity nonlinearity and use the algebra property
of H" and the bounds on A to estimate

(Av, AvzViv) < [[Av] 2| Avel 2| AViv] 2.
Here, the contribution by ||AV;v|| ;2 is square integrable in time due to the dissipation

(12), while ||Av|| 2 is square integrable in time by the inviscid damping estimates
(11). Integrating in time thus yields a bound by

/dt(Av,A(v;,thv)) <uled. (18)

vbb estimate For the contributions by the vbb nonlinearity, we intend to argue
similarly, but have to account for the lack of vertical magnetic dissipation (which we
compensate for by using the full fluid dissipation). We may split the integral as

(Av, AV, b)) = f A A1, 0y + by, 20D,
+/Av2A(b1,¢ax + b, £0)bs.

For the second term we integrate by parts to obtain

/Ale(bzﬁ#a;bl) = — f Aa;le(bzﬂgbl) — / Ale(a;bz,;gbl).
Furthermore, since b is divergence-free, it holds that 8;192 = —0d,b1 and hence

(Av, A(b£Vib)) < | AVl 2| Ab£ ] 2| ABD 2 + (1830l 21| Ab2l 21| Ab2ll 2

We may therefore estimate this term using the full fluid and horizontal magnetic
dissipation (12) and integrating in time yields a bound by

/dr(Av,A(b#V,b)) <uled (19)

bbv estimate Finally, for the bbv contribution, we may again use the full fluid dissi-
pation and the algebra property of A (and H") to obtain a bound

(Ab, A(b£V1v)) < I ADII 21| Ab£ ]l 2| AV vl 2.

Integrating in time and using (12), we thus obtain a bound by
/dr(Ab, A(b2Vv)) S uled. (20)
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3.3 High-Frequency bvb Term Without x-Average
Having established several straightforward estimates using the full fluid dissipation,
in this and the following subsections we establish bounds for the high frequency (that
is, AN terms as in (9)) terms involving bvb. For simplicity, we write A = A" and aim
to establish the estimate

(Ab, A(v2V;b)) < i 26°,

We split the bvb term according to (non)vanishing x-averages:

(Ab, A(v Vb)) = (Abos, A2V s)2)
+ (Aby, A(vLVb=)+)
+ (Ab=, A(v£V;bx)-).

Let us first consider the term without any x-averages, which can be written as

(Abs. A2 Vibo) = / Aby 2 A((01 205 + 2,231 2)

+ f Aby 2 A((v1 20, + 12,2 )b2).

We estimate the second contribution using the algebra property of H" and that 9 )’, by =
—d, b1, since b is divergence-free:

/dr/.AbgﬁéA(v],#Bx +v2,¢8;)b2,#
< /dT”AbZ,;ﬁ”Lz(”Avl,;ﬁ“Lz”Aabe,;é”LQ + [ Ava 211211 ABSba, £l 2)

< /dTIIAbz,;éIILz(IIAvl,;é||L2||3xb2,;e||L2 + |Avz, £l 2| Adx by £ 2).

Employing Holder’s inequality this contribution can thus be estimated as

/dr/Ab2,¢A((v1,#8x+v2,¢8;)b2,;s)

< / dl|Aba 2121l Avgll 2| Adcball o

= ||Ab2,7é||L2L2||AU7é||L°OL2||A3xb7é||L2L2
Sulel
It remains to control the contribution by b1 -, which in view to the lack of vertical
resistivity is the hardest term to control. Since the velocity field v is divergence-free,
we observe that
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/Abl,;ﬁ(v;&V;AbL?g) =0.

Therefore, we obtain the following cancelations and introduce a splitting in Fourier
space:

/ Ab1 2 A(aViby 2) = / Ab1 2 (A(WYb1 ) — (WY Aby2)

— Z // d(é, Y])A(k, S)b] (k, %-) (A(k.&)—A(,n)(El=nk)

k—D)2+(E—n—(k—D)1)2
kol k—1£0 N =12 +E—n—(k—D)1)

x pitk =1,& =mbi(l,n)
=T+ R+R.

Here, the Fourier regions

Qr ={lk—1,& —nl < gll.nl},
Qr={ll.nl < glk—1.&€ —nl},
Qr = {310l < |k —1,& -y < 8|1, nl},

correspond to the transport (T) or low-high term, reaction (R) or high-low term and
the remainder (R) or high-high term. In the following, we omit the 7 subscripts.

Transport term Since |k —1, & —n| < %|l, n| we obtain that |/, n| =~ |k, &|. Without
loss of generality, we assume that £ < 7, since we can use either of the following
splittings

§l —kn= (& —ml —(k—=Dn
=@E-—mk—=§k—-1).

Thus using the second equality, we estimate

T < 19yA; pillee [ Aby 12119, Aby || 2
+ k%s:o // dé&, Mg, Mopkvn=¢ + Logykvn<e) 22)

(AkH—AULMEI—K) _ _
X Ak, )bk, &) LEEALIRED. p, (k — 1, & = n)bi 0.,

where we distinguished between 2(t) (k vV [) > & and 2(¢t) (k v I) < &.

@ Springer



Journal of Nonlinear Science (2025) 35:54 Page210f36 54

The first case is estimated by using the dissipation and (11):

z:/]d@nﬂmlguwmiﬂkSWﬂkﬁ

k.0

(Ak.§)—A,m)EI—k) k—1. £ —mbid
\/(k—l)2+(§—ﬂ—(k—l)t)2 pl( ’ E n) 1( ’ n) (23)

S OIAb 2 1A 0 pill Lo |05 Abi |2
S IAD L2 | AOx pillLoe 105 Aby |l 12
S IAb 2| Ap1ll 2110 Ayl 2.

For the second case, 2(t)(k v I) < &, we need to estimate
(Alk, &) — A, ) = (M(k, &)k, &|Y — MU, L, ™)
=Mk, &)k, &N — |1, n™)
+ M) Gt — DI IY.

By the mean value theorem, we obtain

ke, 1N — 11N < Nlk—61,& —on|N "k —1,& — |
Stk—LE—nLn" k=1 —n"h @9
Slk—1,6 —nlit, nV 1.

For the differences in M, we use that for a, b > 0 it holds that |e“_b -1 < edth

and hence
S
= lexp </0 PrG-1s)? k2+(§ ks)? ds) 11

t
2]
= |exp (/0 i k2+(g k)2 ds) 1.

Thus for n > & > 2t(k v ) by integrating we obtain that

! t

M(k 1

|M(l -1 < exp<ll|/0 —1+(” Y)zds + 1l / 1+(§S)2d3> —1
<

|M(k,f)
M(l.n)

25
_exp(ﬁ—i—g)—l (25)
<1l 1
~on + §
With the commutator estimates (24) and (25), we infer
(Ak.§)—AUn)E(I—k) (1K) 1 1 —1
*+*+k—l, —nlll, A,
V&= E—n—k=DD)? N'\/(k DG on e | ! § =l n=HAd )

<

7| — L& —=nlAl ).
G2
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Therefore, we deduce that

Z // d(&, mlg le=2inyavn Ak, £)bi(k, &) (AG2)_ALm)eC k)

—12 e (— 2
K Lk—1£0 N C=D2H(E—n—(k—=D)1)

x pi(k —1,& — by, n)
IADy | 2 [ AA] By il os || Ay | 2

()M AbL | 2| A8y pi || oo || Ay | 2
()" IAbL 21 A1l 2| Ay |l 2,

(26)

S
S
S

where we used the estimate (11). Combining (22), (23) and (26), we have derived the
following estimate of the transport term:

/Tdf S IAb | Lo 2 [1Ap1ll e p2 1 Abt Il 212
27)

Surel

Reaction term Since |I, | < %lk—l, & —n|, weobtain |k — 1, & —n| ~ |k, &|. With
the identity

El—kn=1¢& —n—(k=D1) —(k=D(n—1r)

and A(k, &) — A(l,n) < A(k — 1, & — n) we infer

R= Y // A(E, M) La, A(k, &)y (k, &) AED=ALIIE1—G—D—G—D0-l1)

k1540 V k=12 +(E—n—(k—=D1)?
x pi(k —1.& —mbi(L.n)
< 1Abi 2 1Ay A7 pill 2 19 o
+1Ab1 2 A pill2010507b1 |
+ 18:Aby | 2| AN il 21188y [ .

We split 8; = dy — t0y and use the definition of the low-frequency multiplier Aﬁ’ "to
estimate

1(0x)205 b1 | oo < 10:)*0yb1ll L + (D) 10xb1 | oo
<AV byl 2
S e M AN byl 2

—1 N’
< AN byl .
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Therefore, integrating in time yields the estimate

/ Rdv S | Aby 22 (IAGL AT pill g2 4By )
+ N ABD22 IAA]  prll 22 AN Byl o2 (28)
Sl
R term We consider the Fourier region where §|l, n < lk—1,&—nl <8i,nl.

Thus, we have the bounds |k, &| < |I,n| and Ak, &) < A, n) ~ Atk — 1, & — ).
Furthermore, we note that

gl —nk < |1, |,

and thus estimate the remainder terms as

R= Y [[aemiacawonce

k.lLk—10

(Ak.&)—AlL0) (E1—nk) e
\/(k_[)zﬂg_n_(k_l)t)zpl(k l,& —mbi(,n)

SNAb 2 IAA] prll 2| A2Dy || oo
S IAby 2 IIAA;  pill 21| Aby ] 2.

Hence after integrating in time, we deduce that

y 1
/R S NAbil 221l —%API 22 Aby |l poore S w7267 (29)
Combining the estimates (21), (27), (28) and (29), we finally conclude that
3
(Abs, A(xViby)z) S 26, (30)

3.4 High-Frequency Estimates for bvb Terms with x-Averages

In this subsection, we aim to estimate the remaining terms in the bvb integrals, which
involve x-averages. We consider the two terms

(Abs, A(v2 Vb)) + (Ab—, A(v2V;bs)_)
= (Ab1, £, A(v£Viby =) ) + (Ab1 =, A(v£Viby £)=),

where we used that by — = 0, since b is divergence-free. Using integration by parts
and the fact that v is divergence-free, we obtain that

(Aby,+, vV Aby =) + (Aby —, v+ V; Aby )
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= (vx, Vi(Ab1,=Aby £)) =0,
and thus

(Aby,%, A(v£Vib1 =) + (Ab1,—, A(v£V:b1 £))
= (Abl,;,g, A(v¢V,b1,:) - v;,,gV[Abl’:) + (Abl,:, A(U#V;bl’_f_) - U#V;Abl,yg)

= (Ak,§)—A(0,n) (—kn) .
_kg // A6 A, )b (k. §) AEQACIELN & — )by (0, )

+ 3 [[ 6 A0, 00610, 6 SEALILE 1 & — b~k .
K20

Again we split this integrals into the transport 7', reaction R and remainder terms R
with the same definition of sets in Fourier space:

Qr = {I€ —nl < §Inl},

Qr = {Inl < §1& —nl},

Qr = {§Inl < 1§ —nl < 8Inl}.
Transport term Since |§ — n| < %|n| we obtain that || =~ |&|.

In our estimates, we distinguish the cases § V n < 2k(t) and § v n > 2k(t). In the
first case, £ vV n < 2k(t) we obtain a bound by

> [[ a6 e 16, Ak b1k ) UEIACHL 1 ¢ — oy 0.)
+(—n—ki)
k40
#2410 1oy A0, 0610, ) LREALIE 1 ¢y (k. )
k20
< 1l Ab=ll2117AT P12l |1 ADy 21l 2
1Al 21Ap1 2l 214Dy 21 2.

In the case & v n > 2k(t), we instead estimate

Ak, &) — A0, n) < M(k, £)(E> + 12T —nV
= Mk, &) = DE>+ 1T + (E2+KHT — V),

Since & > 2k(t), in the first summand we may bound

t
Mk, &) — 1 =exp (—fo sz'é"—_ks)zds> —1

<l<l
~Y f\/n

Fre|—
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By the mean value theorem, we further infer
2 2\% N 2, 2N 5 g NoL
E k)2 =" =(E -0 +k) 2 |k, E—n STk E—nE +E) 2.
Thus, using that k < & < 5, we deduce that

Ak, &) — A0, n) S 1k, & —nin™ 1,
Alk,n) — A0, &) S 1k, & —nln™ 1,

where the proof for A(k, n) — A(0, &) is analogous. Finally, we obtain
(Aby, 1 15k A(W£ Vib=)) + (Ab=, 1o 1>k A(v£ Vb))

s> f/ d(E. MAK, )by (k, &) —EEZI L (k& — )by (0, )

k#0 k24§ —n—k)?
|k, —nly"~! B
+k§) f / (e A, 0610, )Lk, & — )by (k. 1)

S NAb= x| AN p1 £l 21l Ay 212
S NAb= Nl | AN pr 2l 2| AbL £ 12,

and integrating in time yields the desired bound:

/(Ab;t, IQTA(U#_th:)) + (Ab—, IQTA(U¢V,b¢)>d‘C 31)

Reaction term Since |n| < %|§ — 7|, we obtain |€ — n| ~ |&| and thus
= (Abs, 10, A((v£Vib=) — vV Ab=)) + (Ab=, 10, (A(v£Viby) — v2V,AbL)_)

=3 [[ atc o Atk 061k ) YDA by — gy 0, 1)

k#0

3 [[ a6 10,40, 6010, 8) WGRAKDIE by — iy

k#0
S NAb1 21211 Ad AT prgll 2 1031 = Lo
+1Ab1=l121148y 35 AT pr sl 210361 £l Lox
Expressing 9, = 8; + 19, in terms of the time-dependent derivatives, at this point we

require the splitting into high- and low-frequency estimates. More precisely, using the
additional time decay of the low-frequency part, we estimate

1A8,0 A przlie < 14850 A prsllpe + AN prgl e
SNAp1 £l + AN Pzl
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and using the definition of A ', we can absorb the growth of the factor ¢ at the cost of
a power of u:

1921, £llzoe < AN by 21,2
S e MY AN by 412

S THAY by sl 2
Thus we obtain

R S AN pr gl 2 1AV by =Nl 21 AN by 2]l
+ AN [ 2 AN prcll 2 ALY byl 2.

Integrating in time then yields the estimate
_3 3
Rdt S ™ 2¢”. (32)

R term The remainder term R can be estimated by the same argument as in the
case without x-averages in Sect. 3.3.

Combining the estimates (31), (32) and (30), we conclude that the bvb term can be
controlled as

[SI[N)

(Ab, A(uV;b)) S 2e’. (33)

3.5 Low-Frequency Estimates

In this subsection, we establish the estimates on the low-frequency errors. For simplic-
ity of presentation, we present the proof of these estimates for the bvb nonlinearity.
The estimates with an x-average in the second component are analogous to the ones
in Sect. 3.2. The arguments for the vvv, vbb, bbv or ONL trilinear terms are also
analogous.

We aim to establish the bound

(AN'b, AN (v2V,b)) < w23,

and, as in the previous section, separately discuss the transport, reaction and remainder
term.
For the transport term, we note that

vV = V%A;]plvt
=ViAa; ! piv.
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Hence, we may rewrite
(AN'b, AN (Vb)) = (AN b, AN (VEA; py VD).
In a first step, we estimate the b term by using the algebra property of AV

(AN'D, AN (VAT p1 2 Vb))
< 1AY bl 2 (| AN VEAT prall 21 Vb2 L
+IVEAT prgllolAY Vb4l 2)
< AN bl 2 (1AN AT prell 2 AN b2l 2 + IAN AT pr el 2 1AV b1 12).

Integrating in time then yields the estimate
/dz(Af[’b, AN (e Viby)) S el (34)

Furthermore, we estimate the b— term by partial integration and the algebra property
of AN
(AN'b, AN (VEAT p1 2 VD))
= (A bz, A (0] przdybr )
= (0 AY by 2, AN (A pr2dyb1 )
< 1185 AN b1 2]l 2 (IAN AT przll 2 18yb1 — Il 2o
A prozlleo ) oy~ 2)
SN0 AN b1 2 2 (IAY AT prgll 21 AN by~ 2
AN A P12l 2 AN Byl 2).

Integrating in time then yields that
/dt(AfY/b# AN (Vb)) S el (35)

This concludes our proof of Proposition 3.1 and hence of Theorem 2. More pre-
cisely, the claimed estimates for both AV and Al’l’ " are obtained by combining the
respective linear estimate (15), the high- frequency nonlinear estimates (16), (17),
(18), (19), (20), (33), and the low-frequency estimates given in (34) and (35).

We emphasize that the stability threshold of % is determined by the estimates for the
action of the v- V,b nonlinearity in the estimate (33) and, in particular, by the estimates
of the reaction terms (28) and (32). These estimates are expected to be optimal and
together with the linear estimates of Sect. 2 highlight the effects of the lack of vertical
resistivity.
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The partial dissipation case considered in this article
ky =0, vy =vy =K, >0,
shows the large impact of (partial) magnetic resistivity on the behavior of the MHD
equations and the (de)stabilizing role of the magnetic field. As mentioned following
Theorem 2, more generally our methods of proof extend to the case where «y is

bounded below in terms of v:

1/3 1

Vy' T > Ky = —Vy.
y 2a y

The complementary regime, where «, tends to zero quicker than vy, remains an inter-
esting topic for future work. The limiting case, x, = 0, and the associated instability
is discussed in the following section.

4 Instability of the Non-resistive MHD System

As a complementary result, in this section we consider the non-resistive MHD equa-
tions and establish the instability estimates of Proposition 1.

4.1 Linear Instability

We begin by studying the linearized MHD equations with isotropic viscosity and
vanishing resistivity:

dp1 — 00 A p1L — adepa = VA p1,

tA—1 (36)
0:p2 + 0,0, A " pr —adpr =0.

Lemma 3 (Quantitative linear instability of the non-resistive MHD equations) Under
the assumptions of Proposition 1, for the linearized equations (36) there exists initial
data pin such that

1Py = 155 I pinll -
2
PO an1 = 13 pinll -

Furthermore, for all solutions such that at time t it holds p(t) € HY, then we obtain
IpOllgy < (v =Pl gw (38)

forallt > 7.
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Proof of Lemma 3 After a Fourier transform (36) yields

_&

& pr(k) = ——H’(t_'g)z L&) + akpa (k) — vk + (& = k) p1(k),
k

(39)

_¢
0 p2(k) = o ;)2 pa(k) — akpi (k).

Here, in order to simplify notation we have relabeled p, +— ip> so that we obtain only
real-valued coefficient functions. ,

For the lower bound we fix k = —1 and £ > 3”‘7 and choose p1(0,k,&) = 0,
p2(0, k, &) = 1. In this case, the Duhamel integral formula yields that

t
pr=—a [ an B p(o = 1 3 +6 = @+ O e,

and that

1+t 4£)*
e

t
_ _ [ 1+@+8)°
= ak/o dn TF(aE) p1(12)

t T] 5 5
=_a2/ dm/ dry V)2 1411 +6) ()
0 0

1+ (12 +£)?

x exp(—v(12 — 11 + $((12 + £)* — (11 + §)*)))

Denoting | p2|oo(f) = supg<; <, | p2(7)|, the double integral term can be bounded by

t t
Ip2loo / ar, / dry exp(—v(r2 — 71 + 102 + 6 — (1 + £,
0 %)
Furthermore, we may estimate

t t
/ dr, / dnyexp(—v(r2 — 71 + 2 (12 + £)° — (1 + )

/ dr, f A O by 1y 4 L (1 6 — (1 + 6D)

14+(12+€)?

5/ dTl/ do }ié?igz exp(—v(r2 — 71 + 3((12 + &)° — (11 + £)%))

<3 /0 o g lexp(—v(m — 1+ 3 + 6 — (m + OB,
<

L
= VE*
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Hence, we obtain that

14(1+8)? 2
P2 —/ l(j_—szs)PZ,iM < $21p2loo =t clp2lcos

2,
For later reference, we note that ¢ = 3_5 satisfies 0 < ¢ < % and hence 0 < ﬁ < %
Then it follows that
14+(14£)%
|p2| S C|p2|OO + 1(+%~§) |p2,in|v

2
and, since & > 0, the function _ | % is monotonly increasing in time. This implies
that

1 1 2
IP2loo < 7/ 55 12l

Hence, we infer

IA

1 2 C 1 2
|P2—,/%§)P2,inl 1% Jrl(i—?lpz,inl

1 1 2
SV e Pl

IA

2
Since 0 < ﬁ < %, p2 is comparable to . | ”fg? D2.in-
We next keep k = —1 fixed but combine this construction for different £&. More

precisely, let (&) be such that supp; (a(£)) C [3%, 4%] and [ (2 + 52)%02(5) =1.
Then for the initial data

pin(k, &) = Ir=—1a(§)
it holds that

| Pinll v = 1,
POy > 15,

POl w1 = 155,
which proves (37).

We prove the upper bound in three steps

(D) Letr>7>v 14 %, then we estimate |p|(¢) < (v(r — 1)) pl(T).
(2) Letv~! + % >r>t>—v 4 %,then we estimate | p|(¢) < |p|(7).
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(3) Let —v1 4+ % >t > 1, then we estimate |p|(z) < |p|(7).
From (1-3), estimate (38) follows directly. In the following, we prove (1-3).

() Letz >t >v 1+ % Then we obtain

&
t
alpl* < 21+Uj§)2 p2I?

(22— 221+t = H))pi

1+(t E)2
<)k
_21+([ 5)2|P2|

Thus, we obtain by Gronwall’s lemma

14§

2 2
|P|U)§I:rj§ﬂp|(ﬂ
I+ (= 924+- 52~ -5? | 2
= [ 5)2 ~|pl=(x)

t-52--5% 2
=+ =5 Iel@
<2(v(t — )’ |pl* (o).

(2) Let vl 4+ % >r>t>—v 4 % We define the energy
2 s
= p* + P12
As o > %, E is positive definite with

(1= )IplP < E <1+ 50)pf
Then, we derive in time and infer
)
UE + i1+ )Pt = Z Gz p1p2
+ %vksplpz

2 1

+ %vp% + vk (1 + s%)pi.

This further implies that

UWE S (1r +V)E.

@ Springer



54  Page32o0f36 Journal of Nonlinear Science (2025) 35:54

By Gronwall’s lemma we infer

t
E(1) < exp(C / 1+1112 + vdt))E(7)
T

<exp(C(r + 2w HE(7)
< E(1).

Therefore, we obtain that
Ipl®) < Ipl(T).

(3) Let —v- 4 % >t > 1. Then we obtain that

olpl* < 2%%2
+ (—2% — 20K (L+ (t = D)Ipi P
<0.
Thus we arrive at the desired estimate
Ipl(1) S Ipl().
4.2 Nonlinear Norm Inflation

We next consider the nonlinear non-resistive MHD equations in their perturbative form
around the stationary solution (2):

dp1— 00 A p1 — adypr = vA p1 + VAT (BVD — vV, 0),

tA—1 .| (40)
0;p2 + 050, A, pr —adepr = Vi A7 (bViv —vV;b).

The following lemma establishes the norm inflation result of Proposition 1.

Lemma 4 (Nonlinear norm inflation for the non-resistive MHD equations) Under the
same assumptions of Proposition 1, we consider the non-resistive nonlinear MHD
equations (40). Then for all C = C(v) > 1, there exists g > 0 such that for all
0 < & < g there exists initial data pin such that

I pinllgy =€

and

Iplloopn = €C.
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Proof For the sake of contradiction, we assume that there exists &y > O such that for
all 0 < & < g¢ and for any choice of initial data with || pin || yv = € it holds that

[Pl eopn < €C.
Our plan is to choose initial data such that for a choice of € and ¢ we obtain a contra-

diction to this bound. In particular, we choose pi, as the data of the linear instability
result, Lemma 3, such that the associated linear solution pji, satisfies

I Pinll v = €,

2
I Prin (Dl pv—1 = 1557

Let S(z, r) be the solution operator for the linearized system. Then in view of (38)
we have the estimate

1S, Ol gy gy S (W(E = 1)) < (v1). 41)
Thus, since

0(p — piin) < L(p — piin) + NL[p],

we deduce that
) t
P — pinllyn-1 = f IS, Ol gy gy llp — prinll gy Pl gy Ve pll g1
0
t
5 lp — Plinll poc gn-1 I Pl poc gn—1 ||p||LOOHN2/ T(vT)
0
S22 wn)e’C?llp — prinll poc g1
This yields the estimate
Ip = prinll oo gv—1 < Ct*(vt)e*C?,
for some C. Finally, we obtain

Pl gn-1 = llpiinll gy-1 — 1P — Prinll oo -1
2 2/ 02
> || prinll gy-1 — t“(vt)e“CC
2
> te(50 — 17 (v1)eC?).

This completes our proof by contradiction provided this term is large enough for a
given small ¢ and suitable time. Indeed for the choice ¢ < 1 e

= EW at the time
4 .
t = 2C 3¢ it holds that

1 2
Ipllgn-1 = 5t5556 = Ce.
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This concludes our proof of the nonlinear norm inflation and hence completes our
proof of Proposition 1. O

The behavior of the MHD equations and, in particular, the interaction of shear flows,
the magnetic field and dissipation are an area of current active research (Liss 2020;
Dolce 2023; Zhao and Zi 2023; Knobel and Zillinger 2023). However, prior works
have focused on cases where the resistivity is at least as strong as the fluid viscosity and
where thus the behavior is closely related to that of the Navier—Stokes equations. In
contrast, the non-resistive MHD equations exhibit additional instability, as for instance
shown in Proposition 1.

Motivated by this dichotomy, in this article we have studied the anisotropic, partial
dissipation regime

ky =0, kxy = vy =vy

and the associated stability threshold in the inviscid limit. As shown in Theorem
2 and highlighted in the estimates of Sects.2, 3.4 and 3.3, this partial dissipation
regime behaves qualitatively differently than both the fully dissipative case and the
non-resistive case. Moreover, our analysis crucially used the coupling of the velocity
field and magnetic field induced by the underlying magnetic field, which allowed us
to obtain improved estimates for the magnetic field despite the lack of the symmetry
of the dissipation.

Partial, anisotropic dissipation in the MHD equations is thus shown to give rise to
distinct regimes with different (in)stability properties and demonstrates an intricate
interplay of shear dynamics, magnetic interaction and anisotropic dissipation. A more
complete understanding of all these regimes, the case of resistivity vanishing faster
than viscosity and a characterization of the (in)stability properties of the ideal MHD
equations remain exciting questions for future research.
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