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Cathode materials Li1−xNi1−zCoz/2Mnz/2O2 with z = 1/5 (NCM811), z = 2/5 (NCM622), or z = 2/3
(NCM111) in (i) the pristine state, (ii) charged to x = 0.5 or x = 0.65, and (iii) discharged after having been
charged previously were characterized by x-ray diffraction (XRD), x-ray absorption spectroscopy (XAS), direct
current (DC) and alternating current (AC) magnetometry, heat capacity, and nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR)
spectroscopy. The magnetic properties of these layered oxides are decisively determined by Ni2+ ions that
have migrated from the transition metal (TM) layer to the Li layer and that are magnetically coupled to
the Ni, Co, or Mn cations occupying neighboring sites within the adjacent TM layers. For the pristine and
discharged states, this cluster formation causes a bifurcation between the zero-field-cooled (ZFC) and the
field-cooled (FC) susceptibility vs temperature curve (which sets in continuously below about 100 K) and is
responsible for the appearance of a broad maximum of the imaginary χ ′′ susceptibility vs temperature curve
that is centered around 14, 23, and 25 K for pristine NCM111, NCM622, and NCM811, respectively. The
charged states with reduced Ni2+ amount do no longer show these features pointing to a strongly reduced
cluster formation ability. Further, three-dimensional (frustrated) magnetic long-range ordering that leads to a
broad local maximum in the heat capacity curve and to another abrupt bifurcation of the ZFC/FC susceptibility
vs temperature curve (both observable slightly below 10 K) are additional features that all compositions (and
states of charge) have in common. With increasing Ni to Co/Mn ratio, this low-temperature magnetic transition
exhibits a more pronounced “partial” spin-glass-like characteristic as inferred from the frequency shift of the
local AC susceptibility maximum. The results from AC/DC magnetometry and heat capacity measurements
return complementary information to what can be inferred from XRD, XAS, and NMR investigations about the
Ni to Co/Mn ratio, the Li/Ni disorder, and the TMs’ oxidation states. The systematic investigation of samples
with different Ni to Co/Mn ratios (going from NCM811 via NCM622 to NCM111) and with different oxidation
states of the TMs (at different states of charge) allows for a better understanding of how the magnetic phenomena
are correlated with the (real) structure and electronic properties in these layered oxide cathode materials.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevMaterials.9.045401

I. INTRODUCTION

Strong research activities have been undertaken during the
last decades to develop lithium-ion batteries with high-energy
density, good rate capability, and high stability [1–3]. The
layered TM oxides Li(Ni, Co, Mn)O2 (NCM) with trigonal
α-NaFeO2 structure type are still of high interest owing to
their unique combination of properties [4–6]. In order to
gain insight into structural details of these NCM cathode
materials, especially in dependence on the Li content, also
their magnetic properties have been investigated that con-
tain valuable information about the TMs’ oxidation states
and their spatial distributions on crystallographic sites, for
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instance [7–18]. The magnetic properties of the end member
LiNiO2 have been investigated extensively, experimentally
as well as theoretically, since it exhibits characteristics of a
special model system [11,18–26]. Firstly, Anderson suggested
that a resonating valence bond ground state may exist in
a spin S = 1/2 Heisenberg triangular-lattice antiferromagnet
[27,28], and Hirakawa et al. [29,30] proposed LiNiO2 to be
a potential physical realization of such a system. The second
important feature is the peculiar electronic state of the Ni3+

ions that are brought into the low-spin state (t2g)6(eg)1 by a
strong crystal field, with the two eg levels being degenerate
[24]. The interplay between frustration on a triangular lattice
[31] together with the orbital degeneracy, is supposed to de-
cisively determine the magnetic properties of LiNiO2 that are
still not fully understood and remain the object of ongoing
fundamental research.

A simplified phenomenological magnetic model has been
reported by Chappel et al. [19], where hypothetical stoi-
chiometric LiNiO2, without any disorder between Li and Ni,
could be characterized by a rather strong ferromagnetic (FM)
intralayer coupling between the Ni in the TM layer and a
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FIG. 1. Magnetic model. (a) Section of the alternating TM,
Li, and TM layer sequence as present in quasistoichiometric
Li1−yNi1+yO2 with small y value. The double arrow illustrates the
exchange of a Li+ ion from the Li layer with a Ni2+ ion from the TM
layer. (b) Section of TM layer next to a Ni2+ that has migrated into
the Li layer together with 90◦ (green) and 180◦ (orange) TM-O-TM
magnetic super exchange paths. (c) More detailed illustration of what
is shown in (b). (d)–(f) Magnetic energies (numbers) of ground state
and first excited state calculated according to explanations given in
Sec. S1 within the SM [38] (magnetic energy with the same unit as
the isotropic exchange constants set equal one) for: (d) six Ni2+ in
the TM layer, (e) three Ni2+ and three Mn4+ in the TM layer with
a specific cationic arrangement, and (f) also three Ni2+ and three
Mn4+, but with another cationic arrangement.

comparably weak antiferromagnetic (AFM) interlayer cou-
pling between Ni ions from adjacent TM layers, mediated
via the Li layer. For quasi-stoichiometric Li1−yNi1+yO2 with
small y value, generally a small amount (in the low single-
digit percent regime) of Li from the Li layer has been
exchanged by Ni2+ from the TM layer [see Fig. 1(a)]. The
migrated Ni2+ in the Li layer is supposed to couple strongly
AFM with Ni moments located in both adjacent TM layers,
resulting in an effective FM coupling between the Ni moments
in the direct vicinity to the interslab Ni2+. Thereby, a small
ferrimagnetic cluster is formed where the Ni moments in the
TM layer are supposed to be in magnetic frustration with
their direct Ni neighbors. For y = 0.004, the ZFC and FC sus-
ceptibility curves have been reported to exhibit a bifurcation
below about 8 K, with the FC curve remaining approximately
horizontal as typical for a spin-glass-like behavior [19]. For
the just described Li1−yNi1+yO2 systems, a substitution of
Li by Ni in the Li layer has been realized, whereas for the
pristine LiNi1−zCoz/2Mnz/2O2 compounds that are subject of
this paper, a 1.0 Li stoichiometry is preserved only allowing
for a Li/Ni site exchange. Chernova et al. [11] investigated
the magnetic properties of LixNiyMnyCo1−2yO2 cathodes that
are closely related to the materials examined in this paper
here. For simplicity, they only considered Ni2+, Ni3+, and
Mn4+ to play a role for the magnetic coupling pathways in the

pristine state of the material. Co was not considered explicitly
in the first place, since it is assumed to be present exclu-
sively as diamagnetic Co3+ (in octahedral crystal field) that
does not actively mediate a magnetic coupling, but interrupts
magnetic coupling paths. When a Ni2+ ion migrates to the
Li layer by exchange with a Li ion in LixNiyMnyCo1−2yO2,
various magnetic super exchange coupling paths have to be
considered, as illustrated in Fig. 1(b). According to Chernova
et al. [11], there exist three Ni2+-O-TM(1) paths with an angle
close to 90◦ (green lines), and three Ni2+-O-TM(2) paths
with an angle close to 180◦ (orange lines) that are coupled
with the central Ni2+ ion that is located in the Li layer (pur-
ple). Further, all TMs within the TM layer are coupled with
the nearest neighbor via 90◦ TM(1/2)-O-TM(1/2) coupling
paths. Altogether this leads to the super exchange coupling
scheme that is illustrated in Fig. 1(c) with the Ni2+ ion in
the center (purple disk) and six cations in direct vicinity in
the adjacent TM layer. According to Chernova et al. [11], the
180◦ Ni2+-O-TM(1) couplings are reported to be very strong
AFM for Ni2+-O-Ni2+, strong FM for Ni2+-O-Mn4+, and
moderate AFM for Ni2+-O-Ni3+. For the 90◦ Ni2+-O-TM(2)
and the 90◦ TM(1/2)-O-TM(1/2), on the other side, the cou-
plings are listed as strong AFM for Ni2+-O-Mn4+, moderate
FM for Mn4+-O-Mn4+, and weak FM for Ni3+-O-Ni3+. The
dependence of magnetic super exchange coupling on the ge-
ometry of local bonding and on the participating cations is
described semiquantitatively by the Goodenough-Kanamori-
Anderson rules [32–37].

This complex scheme of interconnected coupling paths
together with the circumstance that the sign (FM or AFM)
and strength of a certain superexchange path depend on the
specific pair of TMs as well as on their oxidation states has
specific consequences on how the composition and finally
the specific cation arrangements affect the magnetic (ground)
state energies and the degree of magnetic frustration around
a Ni2+ that has migrated to the Li layer. In Sec. II, more
revealing insights into how the magnetic properties of the
layered oxide NCM materials depend on the local cationic
arrangements will be presented by discussing three simple
examples of cation arrangements.

In this paper, Li1−xNi1−zCoz/2Mnz/2O2 cathode materials
with z = 1/5, 2/5, or 2/3 were investigated by powder XRD,
synchrotron XAS, DC and AC magnetometry, heat capacity,
and NMR spectroscopy for various states of charge x. The
aim was to gain more insight into how structure, redox states
of TMs, and physical/magnetic properties are correlated with
each other in these layered oxide cathode materials.

II. MAGNETIC MODEL

A simple pseudospin S̃ = 1/2 Ising-type magnetic model
has been applied to the magnetic coupling scheme as shown
in Fig. 1(c), to calculate the magnetic energy of the ground
and the first excited state for three illustrative examples
as described in detail in Sec. S1 within the Supplemental
Material (SM) [38]. The magnetic model is strongly simpli-
fied by only considering a single adjacent TM layer next to the
Ni2+ that has migrated to the Li layer. The magnetic coupling
paths, qualitatively summarized from Ref. [11] already above,
were quantified for the calculations according to the isotropic
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exchange parameters Jiso listed in Table S1 within the SM
[38].

Figure 1(d) presents the case in which the central Ni2+

(purple) that has migrated to the Li layer couples with six Ni2+

that are located in direct vicinity in the TM layer. In the ground
state (GS), all Ni2+ are coupled FM with each other. A dom-
inant FM coupling has also been found experimentally in this
paper for the Ni-rich compounds in form of a positive Weiss
constant. Even though there are only Ni2+ ions involved, the
ground state is magnetically frustrated owing to the triangular
lattice geometry and the peculiar values of the 90◦ and 180◦
Ni-O-Ni couplings. It can easily be imagined that the interslab
Ni2+ finds another six Ni2+ located within the other adjacent
TM layer to form a small ferrimagnetic cluster, as already
mentioned above. Flipping three spin states of the GS creates
the first excited state, whose energy is only slightly above
that of the ground state owing to the weak 90◦ Ni-O-Ni FM
couplings involved. Different spin orderings that are close
in energy to each other more likely show spin-glass-like be-
havior, and indeed the magnetic transitions found for Ni-rich
compounds in this paper exhibit spin-glass-like contributions.

Figures 1(e) and 1(f), present the case that the central Ni2+
couples with three Ni2+ and three Mn4+ that are located in
direct vicinity of the TM layer, but with a different specific
cation arrangement. The fact that the GS of the cation arrange-
ment shown in Fig. 1(e) has a lower magnetic energy than that
shown in Fig. 1(f), points to a correlation between cationic
order and magnetic energy that has remarkable consequences.
Zheng et al. [39], for example, have reported the role of super
exchange on the Ni/Li disordering in layered LiNixCoyMnzO2

and the magnetic frustration effect on the rate performance
of LiNi0.6Co0.4−xMnxO2 cathodes was revealed by Ye et al.
[40]. For the ground states, the three Ni2+ are coupled FM
with each other, and the three Mn4+ are coupled FM with each
other, but the Ni2+ are coupled AFM to the Mn4+. Since Mn4+

has a higher magnetic moment than Ni2+, the total effective
magnetic moment increases when Ni is substituted by Mn,
but the net total magnetization of the ordered moments at low
temperature becomes reduced owing to the AFM ordering be-
tween the Ni and Mn species. Also, the ferrimagnetic clusters
possess a reduced magnetic net moment owing to the AFM
ordering of Ni- and Mn-subunits within the TM layer. All
these phenomena have also been observed experimentally in
this paper and will be presented below. Moreover, a negative
Weiss constant found for Mn-enriched compounds further
correctly indicates the stronger contributions from the AFM
90◦ Ni-O-Mn couplings [41]. The first excited states for both
of these cation arrangements are considerably higher than for
the pure Ni-containing system, since the involved isotropic
exchange parameters Jiso of the 90◦ Ni-O-Mn coupling paths
are considerably stronger than the 90◦ Ni-O-Ni couplings.
This is in agreement with what has been found in this paper
experimentally as the magnetic order transitions of the Mn-
richer compounds do not show spin-glass-like characteristics.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Elemental composition

Active cathode materials of nominal composition
Li1−xNi1−zCoz/2Mnz/2O2, with z being either 1/5, 2/5, or 2/3,

were received from commercial manufacturers (see Table S2
within the SM [38] for details) in a fully lithiated pristine state
with x = 0. The corresponding explicit nominal compositions
LiNi0.8Co0.1Mn0.1O2 (z = 1/5), LiNi0.6Co0.2Mn0.2O2

(z = 2/5), and LiNi0.33Co0.33Mn0.33O2 (z = 2/3) will be
named according to the common abbreviations NCM811,
NCM622, and NCM111, respectively, in this paper. The
elemental compositions of the samples have been determined
experimentally by inductively coupled plasma optical
emission spectroscopy (ICP-OES). Table S3 within the
SM [38] lists the atomic concentrations cn of Li, Ni, Co, Mn,
and O with the sum of the TMs Ni, Co, and Mn normalized to
one. Taking the errors of cn into account (given in brackets),
the samples’ elemental compositions are well represented by
the nominal stoichiometry according to NCM111, NCM622,
and NCM811, respectively.

B. Electrochemistry and sample nomenclature

By electrochemical charging/discharging, Li can be ex-
tracted (�x > 0)/inserted (�x < 0) from/into the host struc-
ture with x defining the amount of delithiation. Electrodes
consisting of 70 wt% active material (NCM111, NCM622, or
NCM811), 20 wt% carbon black, and 10 wt% PTFE binder
were electrochemically modified by galvanostatic charg-
ing/discharging at a current rate of Cth/40 (≈6.9 mA g−1,
with Cth being the theoretical capacity corresponding to full
delithiation) in half cells against a Li metal anode (see Sec. S2
within the SM [38] for more details). A suffix following the
samples’ name indicates the type of electrochemical modifi-
cation that the sample has undergone. The suffix “p” stands
for pristine material (x = 0), “c50” for charged to x = 0.5
(≈139 mAh g−1), “c65” for charged to x = 0.65 (≈180 mAh
g−1), “c50d” for charged to x = 0.5 and subsequently dis-
charged to Ew = 2.5 V, and “c65d” for charged to x = 0.65
and subsequently discharged to Ew = 2.5 V. Following this
nomenclature, NCM622-c50d, as an example, stands for a
sample with composition Li1−xNi0.6Co0.2Mn0.2O2 that has
first been charged to x = 0.5 (half delithiated) before it has
been discharged (relithiated) until Ew = 2.5 V. Figures S1–S3
within the SM [38] present the electrochemical (EC) curves
Ew vs x for all compositions and charging/discharging proto-
cols. Table S4 within the SM [38] lists detailed information
about the electrochemical modification, as for instance the
irreversible first-cycle capacity loss for the c50d and c65d
samples.

C. X-ray diffraction

Figures 2(a) and 2(b) exemplarily show the results of the
Rietveld refinements [42] to the XRD patterns of NCM111-p
and NCM111-c50, respectively (see Figs. S4–S6 within the
SM [38] for a compilation of Rietveld refinements to the
XRD patterns from all samples). For all samples, a single
phase of the typical layered NCM oxide possessing a trigonal
α-NaFeO2 structure type (space group symmetry R3̄m, no.
166 in International Tables for Crystallography [43]) has been
used for the simulation of the patterns (see Sec. S2 within
the SM [38] for details of the structural model). Figure 3
plots the refined lattice parameters c and a, the O-TM-O and
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FIG. 2. Exemplarily, the results of the Rietveld refinement to the
XRD pattern of (a) NCM111-p and (b) NCM111-c50 are presented
(see SM [38] for results from all samples). Measured intensities
(black circles), simulated intensities (red line), their difference curve
(blue line), and the positions of the Bragg reflections (green ticks)
for the layered NCM structure with R3̄m space group symmetry are
shown.

O-Li-O slab thicknesses, the Li/Ni disorder parameter η

(relative occupation of TM layer by Li that has been ex-
changed with Ni), and the apparent lattice strain ε (for charged
samples c50 and c65 the error bars represent anisotropic
strain). Whereas the lattice parameter c approximately ex-
hibits the same value for all compositions, lattice parameter
a slightly increases in the order NCM111-p, NCM622-p, and
NCM811-p for the pristine materials. This trend and also the
absolute values, are in good agreement with those published in
Ref. [44], for instance (values are inserted as crosses in Fig. 3).

In general, delithiation increases the average oxidation
state of the TMs and causes a reduction of the average
TM-O distances as long as no additional processes, such as
low-spin to high-spin transitions, for instance, are involved
simultaneously. For the NCMs, such a distance reduction is

FIG. 3. Parameters as obtained by Rietveld refinement to the
XRD patterns of all samples. Lattice parameter c and a = b, O-Li-O
and O-TM-O slab thicknesses (estimated standard deviations smaller
than symbols for lattice parameters and slab thicknesses), Li/Ni
exchange η of Li from the Li layer with Ni from the TM layer, and
strain ε (for charged samples, c50 and c65, values represent isotropic
strain and error bars represent hexagonal anisotropic strain). Crosses
are values published in Azhari et al. [44].

indeed realized by the evolution of lattice parameter a. Lat-
tice parameter c initially increases with charging, because the
extraction of Li+ ions from the Li layer leads to a stronger
repulsion of the negatively charged O anions from each other.
At charge capacities of around 130 mAh g−1, the c lattice
parameter evolution becomes plateau-like, before c begins to
decrease steeply again during further charging in a similar
manner for NCM111, NCM622, and NCM811 as found by
operando XRD analysis [45–47]. At high-charge capacities
as those realized for x = 0.65 in this paper (corresponds to
about 180 mAh g−1), partial oxidation of oxygen contributes
to charge compensation causing a strong decrease of the c
lattice parameter. This oxygen contribution might firstly occur
throughout the bulk (proposedly by local peroxide formation),
but condensation of these partially oxidized oxygen species
at the surface over time with subsequent irreversible oxy-
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gen release and structural reconstructions at the surface are
suggested [4,48–51]. The dependence of the measured lattice
parameters a and c as well as that of the slab thicknesses on the
SOC reflects mostly what is expected. The lattice parameter a
monotonically decreases with charging and the c lattice pa-
rameter firstly increases with charging. From operando XRD
analysis [45,46], a considerably smaller c lattice parameter
would have been expected again for the c65 compared to the
c50 state of charge, what cannot be observed experimentally
here. Most probably, the above mentioned kinetic processes of
oxygen oxidation play a stronger role for the here-applied ex
situ XRD analysis and the bulk material has already partially
relaxed for the highly charged c65 state, while the surface-
near regions have been reconstructed instead. It is important
to note that this “saturating” behavior, i.e., a nonlinear de-
pendence on the delithiation x, cannot only be observed for
the lattice parameters, but also for most of the investigated
magnetic parameters for the highly charged c65 states as
outlined below, reflecting the relaxation processes that have
taken place in the hours after the electrochemical charging.
On the other side, the refined anisotropic hexagonal strain,
is found considerably larger for the c65 states than for the
c50 states for NCM622 and NCM811 (see error bar evolution
of the ε parameter) thereby indicating that the high charging
(c65) leads to a high degree of lattice parameter variation that
does not disappear over time. Another point of importance
is the general trend that the values of the lattice parameters
as well as those of the slab thicknesses for the discharged
states c50d and c65d do not fully return back to their pristine
values, indicating that subtle irreversible structural changes
have occurred during charging. Those structural changes do
not mean bulk phase transitions, but subtle modifications re-
garding cation ordering or reconstructions at the surface for
instance. Thin surface layers of a spinel and/or a (Li con-
taining) rock-salt phase are capable of affecting the Li ion
transmissivity through the particle surface and contribute to
reducing the total amount of Li that can be re-intercalated
by discharging [4,48–51]. The Li/Ni disorder parameter η ex-
hibits very similar values for NCM111-p and NCM622-p that
are both slightly larger than that refined for NCM811-p. The
site exchange of Li+ from the Li layer with Ni2+ from the TM
layer (both cations have very similar cation radii) is enhanced
for NCM111-p (and NCM622-p) compared to NCM811-p,
because the amount of Ni2+ increases with higher Mn to Ni
ratio, as discussed in more detail below. For NCM111-p and
NCM622-p, the average values of η exhibit a trend to be-
come (irreversibly) smaller during charging/delithiation, but
this trend cannot unambiguously be claimed to be present
due to the comparably large standard deviations. The refined
apparent strain parameter ε strongly increases as the degree of
delithiation x increases from x = 0 (p), to x = 0.5 (c50) and
further to x = 0.65 (c65). Simultaneously with the increase of
the apparent strain, the hexagonal anisotropic strain, parame-
terized here as an additionally refinable variation σc of the c
lattice parameter, also increases. The hexagonal anisotropy is
represented by the error bars of the strain parameter in Fig. 3.
Illustratively, the increasing strain owing to delithiation can
be thought to be caused by a inhomogeneous distribution of
the Li ions, either within single crystallites or potentially also
from crystallite to crystallite (these two scenarios cannot be

distinguished based on the available data). As a consequence
of the varying Li content, the lattice parameters also exhibit a
corresponding variation that is described as strain parameter
ε. There are no clear indications that the strain parameter also
exhibits any kind of irreversibility.

D. Magnetic and electronic properties

1. ZFC/FC susceptibility

Figure S7 within the SM [38] shows the ZFC/FC sus-
ceptibility vs temperature curves from 2–300 K for all
compositions and for all states of charge. Figure 4 presents
enlarged sections up to 50 K of the same data. From 300 K
down to roughly about 100 K, the ZFC/FC curves mainly
exhibit a Langevin-type paramagnetism of localized magnetic
moments that obey the Curie-Weiss law,

χ = Cc

(T − θCW)
, or χ−1 = C−1

c (T − θCW), (1)

with the Curie constant Cc, the Weiss constant θCW, and
temperature T . The results of Curie-Weiss fits to the linear
inverse susceptibility vs temperature curves from 100 to 300 K
will be presented below. When the temperature is decreased
below approximately 100 K, the formation of short-range
ferrimagnetic clusters leads to a smooth and continuous in-
crease of the susceptibility beyond what can be attributed to
the Curie-Weiss behavior of the initially presented (uncou-
pled) magnetic moments. This deviation can most clearly be
detected by the deviation from the pure linear progression
of the inverse susceptibility χ−1 vs temperature curve that
is realized at higher temperatures (see Fig. S8 within the
SM [38]).

The formation of these ferrimagnetic clusters is connected
with magnetic irreversibility (magnetic history dependence)
that causes the ZFC and the FC susceptibility branches to
bifurcate. Only the pristine and the discharged states c50d and
c65d exhibit ZFC/FC bifurcations that smoothly set in below
approximately 100 K (for temperatures <50 K these bifur-
cations can then clearly be observed), whereas the charged
states c50 and c65 do not show such clear bifurcations for
temperatures >10 K [see Figs. 4(a)–4(c)]. To quantify this
observation, the difference areas �AFC/ZFC between the ZFC
and the FC susceptibility curves have been determined for
temperatures >10 K and are plotted in Fig. 5(a). �AFC/ZFC is
much larger for the discharged than for the charged states, i.e.,
after charging the irreversibility owing to the cluster formation
that sets in already below about 100 K is no longer present, in
agreement with what has been found by the AC susceptibility
investigations (see Sec. III D 6 below). Further, for NCM811,
the absolute �AFC/ZFC values are an order of magnitude larger
than those for NCM111 or NCM622. Beside this continuous
process of cluster formation that sets in already below approx-
imately 100 K, another more abrupt phase transition slightly
below 10 K can be observed that is characterized by a clear
bifurcation of the ZFC and the FC curve and by a decreasing
FC curve after a maximum susceptibility has been reached at
temperature T max

FC (that is also called blocking temperature Tb

in the case of a spin freezing). Figure 5(b) plots the tempera-
tures of local maxima of the FC curves T max

FC . These values are
a measure for the strength of the magnetic pinning [domain
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FIG. 4. Low-temperature section (below 50 K) of the ZFC/FC
susceptibility curves for (a) NCM111, (b) NCM622, and (c)
NCM811 at various states of charge. The areas �AFC/ZFC enclosed
between the ZFC and FC susceptibility curves for temperatures
>10 K and the temperatures of local maxima of the FC susceptibility
curves T max

FC are plotted in Fig. 5.

wall movement in the case of ferro-/ferrimagnetic order or
spin freezing in the case of a spin-glass (SG) or a cluster-glass
(CG)] that can be overcome when this temperature is passed
during the heating process of the measurement. It should be
noted that these T max

FC values are specific for the applied DC
magnetic field of 500 Oe. For NCM811 and NCM622, T max

FC

FIG. 5. Area �AFC/ZFC enclosed between the ZFC and FC sus-
ceptibility curves for temperatures >10 K and the temperatures of
local maxima of the FC susceptibility curves T max

FC as determined
from the plots shown in Fig. 4.

values are a little bit higher for the discharged than for the
charged states and for NCM811 the absolute values of the
discharged states p, c50d, and c65d are larger than those of
NCM622 and NCM111. Another detail should also be noted:
The FC curves of discharged NCM811 (p, c50d, c65d) below
T max

FC have a more horizontal progression [highlighted by the
dashed line in Fig. 4(a)] than the FC curves of discharged
NCM622 and NCM111, in agreement with the results from
AC susceptibility presented below that reveal stronger spin-
glass-like characteristics for the magnetic transition below
about 10 K for NCM811 material compared to NCM622 and
NCM111.

2. Fieldscans

Figure 6 shows the magnetization vs magnetic field scans
at 2 K for all compositions and states of charge (those mea-
sured at 300 K are shown in Fig. S9 within the SM [38]). At
300 K, magnetic exchange coupling and/or local anisotropies
play a negligible role and the corresponding field scans ex-
hibit a linear progression. Therefore, the magnetization values
M300K

70kOe measured at 70 kOe are proportional to the samples’
susceptibility at 300 K to good approximation and strongly
depend on the samples’ effective moments μeff that are dis-
cussed in detail below in Sec. III D 3. M300K

70kOe for the pristine
state (p) is decreasing in the order NCM111-p, NCM622-p,
NCM811-p, as plotted in Fig. 7(a). Delithiation strongly de-
creases M300K

70kOe, but this decrease is not strictly proportional to
the degree of delithiation x but saturates quickly for x > 0.5,
proposedly owing to the relaxation processes occurring in
the hours after highly charging to x = 0.65, as outlined in
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FIG. 6. Magnetic moment vs magnetic field plots measured at
2 K for (a) NCM111, (b) NCM622, and (c) NCM811 in various
states of charge. The insets display enlarged sections to more clearly
illustrate the magnetic coercivity. The field scans measured at 300 K
are presented in Fig. S9 within the SM [38]. All extracted parameters
from the field scans are plotted in Fig. 7.

Sec. III C above. The fact that the values of the discharged
states (c50d and c65d) are still below that of the pristine
state indicate the presence of irreversible processes occurring
during initial charging.

From the field scans at 2 K that were measured after
cooling the sample down in a field of 70 kOe (Fig. 6), the
maximal measured magnetization M2K

70kOe at field of 70 kOe
and the coercivity field Hc have been determined and are
plotted in Figs. 7(b) and 7(c), respectively. The fact that

FIG. 7. Parameters extracted from the magnetic moment vs mag-
netic field scans. (a) Magnetic moment per f.u. measured at 300 K at
a field of 70 kOe M300K

70kOe. (b) Magnetic coercivity field Hc at 2 K, and
(c) magnetic moment per f.u. measured at 2 K at a field of 70 kOe
M2K

70kOe.

the magnetization curves at 2 K have not yet saturated at
70 kOe demonstrates that the magnetic spins cannot freely
align along the external field and that local anisotropy and/or
antiferromagnetic or Dzaloshinskii–Moriya [52] (canted anti-
ferromagnetic) exchange coupling and/or some type of spin
freezing hinders saturation even up to 70 kOe. The M2K

70kOe
values show a similar trend as found for M300K

70kOe (and also
μeff ) at first sight. This is because only those compositions and
states of charge that lead to large magnetic moments of the in-
dividual TM ions can finally also contribute with large ordered
magnetic moments. However, for the low-temperature M2K

70kOe
values the type of magnetic ordering plays a crucial role, of
course. It is remarkable that for discharged NCM811 (p, c50d,
and c65d), the M2K

70kOe values are significantly higher than
those of the discharged states (p, c50d, and c65d) of NCM111
and NCM622, even though for the M300K

70kOe values (and also
for μeff values) the opposite holds. The reason is that a FM
mean-field coupling, parameterized by the Weiss constant
θCW, has been found for NCM811-p, c50d and c65d, whereas
for all other samples and charging states an AFM mean-field
coupling has been determined (θCW < 0), as outlined below
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in more detail. The coercivity fields at 2 K are largest for
the NMC811-p, c50d, and c65d discharged states (around
750 Oe) and decrease considerably for the NMC811-c50,
-c65 charged states (around 200 Oe). Less pronounced, this
trend can also be observed for NCM622, where the coercivity
decreases from around 350 Oe for the NCM622-p, c50d, c65d
discharged states to around 180 Oe for the NMC622-c50,
-c65 charged states. For NCM111, the coercivity field remains
approximately at around 300 Oe for all states. A coercivity
field of 11(1) Oe has been reported for NCM111 and a value
of 1316(2) Oe for LiNi0.5Mn0.5O2 in literature, for instance
[11]. NCM811 (p, c50d, c65d) exhibits a significantly higher
coercivity field at 2 K than NCM622 and NCM111 (p, c50d,
c65d). It remains unclear whether the increased coercivity
field is physically related to the stronger spin-glass-like char-
acteristics of the low-temperature magnetic transition that is
clearly indicated to be realized for NCM811 (p, c50d, c65d)
by a more horizontal FC susceptibility curve and a more pro-
nounced relative frequency shift of the χ ′ AC susceptibility
signal.

3. Effective magnetic moment and TM oxidation states

The inverse susceptibility χ−1 vs temperature plots from
100 to 300 K that have been measured at an increased field of
5 kOe (in order to saturate pre-ordered magnetic clusters and
to minimize their temperature-dependent contributions) are
presented in Figs. S10–S12 within the SM [38] together with
Curie-Weiss fits according to Eq. (1) from 100 to 300 K for
all compositions and states of charge. The effective magnetic
moments μeff were calculated from the Curie constant Cc

and are plotted in Fig. 8(a). Similarly to the M300K
70kOe values,

μeff decreases considerably from NCM111-p to NCM622-p
and to NCM811-p. For a specific composition, μeff strongly
decreases with increasing amount of delithiation x. A satura-
tion behavior for x > 0.5 is more pronounced for NCM111
than for NMC811 material, proposedly owing to the relax-
ation processes occurring in the hours after highly charging to
x = 0.65 as outlined in Sec. III C above. An irreversibility, in
the sense that the μeff values do not return back to their initial
value of the corresponding pristine material cannot be inferred
from these curves. The Weiss constants θCW for NCM111
and NCM622 are all negative, pointing to an overall AFM
mean-field coupling [see Fig. 8(b) that also presents values
from other publications for comparison]. It is hard to claim
a trend in dependence on the state of charge here. Interest-
ingly, all discharged states of NCM811 (p, c50d, and c65d)
exhibit positive θCW values indicating a dominant FM mean
field coupling, but the charged states of NCM811 (c50, c65)
exhibit again AFM mean field coupling with negative θCW

values. As outlined above, the determined θCW explain well
the evolution of the M2K

70kOe values for the different samples.
In contrast to the findings of this paper, Wikberg et al. [53,54]
have found a similar effective magnetic moment of 2.07 µB,
but a negative θCW = −25 K value for NCM811 by a DC
magnetometry measurement at 100 Oe (to the best knowledge
of the authors, more published θCW values for NCM811 are
not available in literature up to date). It should be noted that
for the pure Ni containing compositions Li0.996Ni1.004O2 [19],
Li∼0.99Ni∼1.01O2 [26], and Li0.98Ni1.02O2 [25] also positive

FIG. 8. (a) Effective magnetic moments μeff and (b) Weiss con-
stants θCW, extracted from the Curie-Weiss fit to the susceptibility vs
temperature curve from 100 to 300 K (see Figs. S10–S12 within the
SM [38]). Diamonds, Chernova et al. [11]; stars, Mauger et al. [14];
circles, Xiao et al. [82]; pentagons, Ye et al. [40]; hexagons, Wikberg
et al. [53,54].

Weiss constants of +26, +29.5, and +18 K, respectively,
have been determined. Therefore, a transition from positive
to negative θCW values is definitely expected to occur between
the compositions LiNiO2 and LiNi0.6Co0.2Mn0.2O2. A reason
for the discrepancy concerning the determined Weiss constant
for NCM811-p might be the fact that in Refs. [53,54] a cation
mixing of 3.9% had been determined that is significantly
above that value that has been determined in this work for
NCM811-p [see Fig. 8(a)]. The magnetic properties of this
class of materials are strongly affected by the structural de-
tails, for instance by the Ni/Co/Mn cation disordering and
even more decisively by the Li/Ni site disordering, both de-
pending on the specific route of synthesis. Therefore, samples
with the same nominal composition might still be different
concerning these structural details that decisively determine
the magnetic properties. As illustrated in Fig. S8d within the
SM [38], the detailed progression of the inverse susceptibility
χ−1 vs temperature in the range 100–300 K for NCM811-p
depends on whether the applied field was 0.5 kOe (as used
for the ZFC/FC susceptibility measurements with high sen-
sitivity for irreversibilities in this paper) or 5 kOe (as used
for the determination of the effective magnetic moments by
Curie-Weiss fits from 100 to 300 K in this paper) owing
to the magnetic cluster formation that also occurs in this
temperature range [10]. However, a Curie-Weiss fit to χ−1

obtained at only 0.5 kOe from 250 to 300 K returns very
similar values for θCW = +32(1) K and μeff = 2.07(5) µB as
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obtained for the measured at 5 kOe [θCW = +27(1) K and
μeff = 2.07(5) µB], thereby excluding a strong field effect that
could explain the discrepancy with the values published in
Refs. [53,54].

In this paper, the spin-only magnetic moment that results
from the total spin S according to μeff = gS

√
S(S + 1)μB,

with the electron g factor gS ≈ 2, will be considered as an
approximation and all contributions from angular orbital mo-
mentum will be ignored. For ideal octahedral crystal field, the
orbital momentum would indeed be quenched for Ni2+, Ni3+,
Ni4+, Co3+, and Mn4+ that are most relevant for the investi-
gated NCM systems. For Ni, Co, and Mn, Table S5 within the
SM [38] lists, for all considered redox states +2, +3, and +4,
the number n of d electrons for the electronic configurations
[Ar]3dn, the corresponding occupation of the threefold degen-
erated tg states (at lower energy) and the twofold degenerated
eg states (at higher energy) for a hypothetically ideal octahe-
dral crystal field in the low-spin (LS) state, the corresponding
total spin angular momentum quantum number S, and the
effective magnetic spin-only moment μSO

LS . Most importantly,
for this paper, Ni2+, Ni3+, and Ni4+ are assumed to be present
as S = 1 (2.83 µB), S = 1/2 (1.73 µB), and S = 0 (diamag-
netic), respectively, Mn4+ and Mn3+ as S = 3/2 (3.87 µB)
and S = 1 (2.83 µB), and Co3+ as S = 0 (diamagnetic). It
should be mentioned that a diamagnetic Ni4+ ion species
has formally been introduced for this paper, but that recent
publications suggest that charging of Li1−xNiO2 and other
related materials containing Ni3+ rather leads to the formation
of a covalent Ni3+ species together with a partial oxidation
of oxygen instead [45,55]. However, results from magnetic
susceptibility measurements [21] and NMR spectroscopy in-
vestigations [9] on Li1−xNiO2 clearly reveal that charging
results in a reduction of the effective magnetic moment. The
remaining unpaired electron that would formally be present
for Ni3+ (see Table S5 within the SM [38]) can illustratively
be thought to be paired with an unpaired electron from the
partially oxidized oxygen in the covalent bond, leading to
an overall reduced magnetic moment again. For simplicity,
the oxidized species of Ni3+ will be labeled as Ni4+ in this
paper reflecting also a reduced magnetic moment compared
to Ni3+.

A numerical approach has been applied to connect the
redox states of the contributing Ni, Co, and Mn ions with the
total measured effective magnetic moment μeff . Therefore, an
average redox state ranging from +2 to +4 was ascribed to
each of the TM Ni, Co, and Mn, individually. This average
redox number represents a bimodal distribution of the discrete
oxidation states +2, +3, and +4 for each TM. For example,
an average redox state of +2.75, ascribed to a certain TM,
would be represented by 25% TM+2 and 75% TM+3, and
a redox state of +3.5 would be represented by 50% TM+3

and 50% TM+4, but there will be no disproportion into a
contribution from +2 and +4 at the same time for a TM within
this framework. With the constraint of charge neutrality (Li
and O are assumed to be present as Li+1 and O−2), a solid line
laying within a colored area in Fig. 9 represents the average
value of the measured effective magnetic moment μeff (solid
lines) and the colored area around the solid line represents the
errors of these experimental values [see Fig. 8(a)]. Each point
in the 2D diagram can be assigned to a combination of Ni (x

axis), Mn (y axis), and Co (number connected to the dashed
lines) redox states.

Comparison of pristine states. Figure 9(a) compares the
pristine states of NCM111-p, NCM622-p, and NCM811-p
with each other. For NCM111-p, an average effective mag-
netic moment μ

avg
eff = 2.56 µB has been measured. From the

XAS analysis (see Sec. III D 4), it seems justified to set the
Co redox state to +3 for all samples and states of charge
as a first approximation that is also applied throughout the
literature for NCM materials. A Co redox state of +3 means
that only those combinations of redox states laying on the
dashed line going through point A in Fig. 9(a), are selectable.
Point A exemplarily represents the combination Ni+2.3, Co+3,
and Mn+3.7 that would in combination create the measured
μ

avg
eff value. For NCM622-p an average effective magnetic

moment μ
avg
eff of 2.34 µB has been measured. Fixing the Co

oxidation state to +3 again, this value could be reproduced by
the combination Ni+2.7, Co+3, and Mn+3.8 (point B), i.e., the
Ni oxidation would have considerably be increased from +2.3
to +2.7, and that of Mn slightly from +3.7 to +3.8 compared
to NCM111-p. For NCM811-p, an average effective magnetic
moment μ

avg
eff = 2.07 µB has been measured. Fixing the Co

oxidation state again to +3, this value could be reproduced by
the combination Ni+2.9, Co+3, and Mn+3.9 (point C), i.e., the
Ni oxidation would further be increased slightly from +2.7
to +2.9, and that of Mn from +3.8 to +3.9 compared to
NCM622-p.

Generally, the reduction of Ni from +3 to +2 is con-
nected with an increase of μeff from 1.73 to 2.83 µB, and
the oxidation of Mn from +3 to +4 (to compensate the Ni
reduction) is also connected with an increase of μeff from 2.83
to 3.87 µB, both leading to larger overall μB values. The ratio
of Ni to Mn (and Co) strongly increases in the order NCM111,
NCM622, and NCM811. As a consequence, for NCM811 a
much smaller amount of Ni can be reduced by a simultaneous
oxidation of the same amount of Mn than for NCM111 and a
correspondingly higher amount of Ni with a higher oxidation
state (closer to +3) with a reduced measured μeff value results
for NCM811 compared to NCM111. Overall, the trends of a
comparably strong increase of the Ni redox state from +2.3 to
+2.7, and further to +2.9 and the comparably weak increase
of the Mn redox state from +3.7 to +3.8, and further to
+3.9 in the order NCM111-p, NCM622-p, and NCM811-p,
are also reflected by the shifts of the Ni and the Mn K-edge
positions, respectively (see XAS analysis in Sec. III D 4). If
only Mn4+ would be assumed to be present while the same
amount of Ni would have been reduced from Ni3+ to Ni2+

for charge compensation, and if the Co redox state would be
fixed to Co3+ (as done in Refs. [14,56], for instance), the
average Ni redox state would increase from +2, to +2.66,
and to +2.875 [points A′′, B′′, and C′′ in Fig. 9(a)] with the
effective magnetic moments decreasing from 2.77, to 2.34,
and to 2.01 μB, in the order NCM111-p, NCM622-p, and
NCM811-p, respectively. Most pronounced for NCM111 with
equal amounts of Mn and Ni, the predicted effective magnetic
moment of 2.77 µB for all Mn being present as Mn4+ and
all Co as Co3+ is not in agreement with the much smaller
experimentally observed average effective magnetic moment
of only about 2.56 µB in this paper. Within the framework of
the applied assignments of magnetic moments to the TMs’

045401-9



BJÖRN SCHWARZ et al. PHYSICAL REVIEW MATERIALS 9, 045401 (2025)

FIG. 9. Relation of Ni, Co, and Mn redox states and effective magnetic moment μeff . Comparison of (a) pristine states NCM111-p,
NCM622-p and NCM811-p with each other; (b) NCM111-p with NCM111-c50; (c) NCM622-p with NCM622-c50; (d) NCM811-p with
NCM811-c50. The solid lines represent the average values of the measured μeff and the coloured areas span the errors of μeff . The dotted lines
represent the Co redox state number. The meaning of the characters are described in the main text.

oxidation states (Table S5 within the SM [38]), a Mn oxi-
dation state slightly below +4 depending on the elemental
composition of the NCM material is necessary to explain the
experimental observations here.

Comparison of pristine state with charged state. Figure 9(b)
shows how the effective magnetic moment depends on the
redox states of Ni, Co, and Mn for the NCM111 material
in the pristine state and delithiated to x = 0.5 (c50). For a
chosen Co oxidation state of +3, the average effective mag-
netic moment μ

avg
eff = 2.56 µB for the pristine NCM111-p is

represented by point A again (Ni+2.3, Co+3, and Mn+3.7). For
the delithiated NCM111-c50, an average effective magnetic
moment μ

avg
eff = 2.06 µB has been measured. Under the as-

sumption that the Co oxidation state remains +3 (point A′),
that moment could be realized for the oxidation states Ni+3.9,
Co+3, and Mn+3.6, i.e., essentially by a strong oxidation of
Ni from +2.3 to 3.9 whereas Mn is supposed to be slightly
reduced.

Figure 9(c) shows the corresponding correlations for the
NCM622 material. For a chosen Co oxidation state of +3,
the average effective magnetic moment μ

avg
eff = 2.34 µB for the

pristine NCM622-p is represented by point B again (Ni+2.7,

Co+3, and Mn+3.8). For the delithiated NCM622-c50, an av-
erage effective magnetic moment μ

avg
eff = 1.78 µB has been

measured. Under the assumption that the Co oxidation state
remains +3 (point B′), that moment could be realized for the
oxidation states Ni+3.6, Co+3, and Mn+3.6, i.e., essentially by
a strong oxidation of Ni from +2.7 to 3.6 whereas Mn is
supposed to be slightly reduced.

Figure 9(d) shows the corresponding correlations for
NCM811. For a chosen Co oxidation state of +3, the average
effective magnetic moment μ

avg
eff = 2.07 µB for the pristine

NCM811-p is represented by point C again (Ni+2.9, Co+3,
and Mn+3.9). For the delithiated NCM811-c50, an average ef-
fective magnetic moment μ

avg
eff = 1.71 µB has been measured.

Under the assumption that the Co oxidation state remains +3
(point C′), that moment could be obtained for the oxidation
states Ni+3.45, Co+3, and Mn+3.99, i.e., essentially by a strong
oxidation of Ni from +2.9 to 3.45 and a further slight oxida-
tion of Mn from +3.9 to 3.99. The proposed small changes
of the Mn redox state within the framework of the applied
magnetic model should be considered critically, since they
cannot unambiguously be confirmed by the results from the
XAS measurements as outlined in the following section. As
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FIG. 10. Extracted parameters from XAS measurements obtained for NCM111, NCM622, and NCM811 at all states of charge. The K-edge
positions where determined as the energy where the absorption reaches 50% of the edge height from the (a) Ni, (b) Co, and (c) Mn K-edge
absorption spectra (see also Figs. S13–S15 within the SM [38]). Radial distances (d) Ni-TM and Ni-O, (e) Co-TM and Co-O, and (f) Mn-TM
and Mn-O, determined from the Fourier transformed (FT) of the k3-weighted EXAFS oscillations (see also Figs. S17–S19 within the SM [38]).
The obtained radial distances of the FT are not phase-shift corrected.

can be nicely inferred from Fig. 9, there are no other trivial
combinations of TM oxidation states to explain the measured
effective magnetic moments more reasonably. For instance, if
a constant Mn-oxidation state (close to +4) would be assumed
to be present for all pristine states, this would necessarily
affect the Co (and also the Ni) redox states in a way that would
not be in agreement with the results from XAS either, where
Co is supposed not to change noticeably. All deviations from
what is covered by the applied simplified magnetic model—
such as contributions to the effective magnetic moment due
to partially oxidized oxygen species, contributions from or-
bital angular momentum, effects from Jahn-Teller distortions,
contributions from high-spin species, or also inhomogeneous
delithiation as indicated for certain compositions by NMR
spectroscopy (see Sec. III D 5 below)—might accidently
cause the aforementioned “predictions” that the Mn redox
state would slightly change. However, implementation of all
these further contributions to the magnetic moment into a
magnetic model is very challenging and beyond the scope of
this paper. Still, the main conclusion that Ni contributes by
far most to the charge compensation are confirmed by these

magnetic susceptibility measurements and other conclusions
drawn in this paper about the magnetic transitions and so forth
are not affected significantly by these details.

4. X-ray absorption spectroscopy

Figures S13–S15 within the SM [38] present the x-ray
absorption spectra of the Ni, Co, and Mn K-edge, respec-
tively, that have been measured for all compositions NCM111,
NCM622, and NCM811 at all states of charge (p, c50, c65,
c50d, c65d). From these spectra, the K-edge positions were
determined as the energy where the absorption reaches 50% of
the maximum edge height and are plotted in Figs. 10(a)–10(c).
Most importantly, the Ni K-edge positions that indirectly re-
flect the Ni ions’ redox states, qualitatively exhibit the same
dependence on the composition and on the state of charge as
the effective magnetic moments [Fig. 8(a)]. For instance, for
the pristine states the Ni redox state has been determined to
+2.3, +2.7, and +2.9 for NCM111, NCM622, and NCM811,
respectively, from the effective magnetic moments. These Ni
redox states are in agreement with the Ni K-edge positions
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for these pristine states when compared directly with the
reference compounds Ni(II)O and LiNi(III)O2 (see Fig. S16
within the SM [38]).

Taking the uncertainties (error bars) of the K-edge po-
sitions into account, the Co redox state can reasonably be
assumed to be independent of composition and state of charge
[Fig. 10(b)]. This justifies to some extent to keep the Co
oxidation state constant at +3 as done in Sec. III D 3, even
though it is hard to determine the absolute oxidation state of
Co by a comparison with the reference compounds Co(II)O
and LiCo(III)O2 (see Fig. S14 within the SM [38]) that are
nonisostructural to NCM and exhibit a different shape of the
absorption edge in general.

In contrast to the Ni K-edge, that approximately retains its
shape and only shifts in energy during charging, the Mn K-
edge more drastically changes its shape (see Fig. S15 within
the SM [38]). This might be caused by the change of lattice
parameters and TM-O slab thicknesses during charing (see
Fig. 3) that also affect details of the Mn’s local oxygen co-
ordination and in turn alter the Mn K-edge shape (see also the
discussion of the EXAFS results below). Therefore, changes
of the local Mn oxygen coordination might be responsible for
the slight shifts of the Mn K-edge positions to lower energies
at 50% absorbance that can be observed for the charged states
c50 and c65 of all compositions. Still, a partial reduction
of Mn cannot be ruled out to also contribute to the energy
shift based on the K-edge analysis. To make this circumstance
clear, corresponding error bars (dashed lines) towards higher
energies have been inserted for the determined Mn K-edge
positions in Fig. 10(c). The Mn K-edge of the pristine NCM
materials resembles most that of the reference compound
Mn(IV)O2 and, therefore, Mn can reasonably be assumed to
be present close to Mn4+. The average values of the Mn’s K-
edge position suggest a slight increase of the Mn’s oxidation
state for the pristine states (with very similar structure for
all compositions) in the order NCM111-p, NCM622-p, and
NCM811-p. A slight increase of the oxidation state would be
in line with what has been suggested by the determination
of the Mn’s oxidation state of the pristine states from the
effective magnetic moment within the applied magnetic model
(see above).

Figures S17–S19 within the SM [38] present the Fourier
transformed (FT) of the k3-weighted EXAFS oscillations cal-
culated for the Ni, Co, and Mn K-edge, respectively, for all
compositions NCM111, NCM622, and NCM811 and for all
states of charge (p, c50, c65, c50d, c65d). From these spectra,
the radial distances TM-O and TM-TM have been determined
and are plotted in Figs. 10(d)–10(f). In general, oxidation of
the TMs in the NCM materials cause the unit cell volume V
to shrink slightly (the increase of the c lattice parameter is
over compensated by the decreasing a and b lattice param-
eters; see also Sec. III C) before degradation processes set
in for very high states of charge [4,46]. As a consequence,
the radial distances TM-O and TM-TM reproduce the trend
observed for the redox state of the TMs by exhibiting smaller
values when the TMs are oxidized, for example. It should be
noted that despite the fact that Ni is mainly contributing to
the charge compensation during charging/discharging also the
Co-O/Co-TM, and Mn-O/Mn-TM distances are affected in a
quite similar way. This is because local changes of the Ni-O

FIG. 11. 7Li solid-state NMR spectra of NCM111, NCM622,
and NCM811 in pristine (p) state (solid lines) and charged to x = 0.5
(c50; dashed lines). Different NMR signals are labeled with A and B
corresponding to the Li signals of the NCM phase and the residual
Li salts, respectively. Asterisks and open cycles denote the spinning
sidebands.

coordination affect the crystal lattice on a long-range scale,
thereby also modifying the local oxygen coordinations of the
Co and Mn ions.

5. Nuclear magnetic resonance
7Li solid-state NMR experiments were performed on

NCM111, NCM622, and NCM811 in the pristine (p) state and
charged to x = 0.5 (c50). For such NCM materials, including
paramagnetic neighbors, the 7Li NMR shifts are dominated by
the Fermi contact interaction, induced by the delocalization
of unpaired electron spin density from Ni/Mn d orbitals to
the Li nucleus via the bridging oxygen atoms [57,58]. Based
on earlier experimental research on LiNi0.02Mn0.02Co0.96O2,
90◦ and 180◦ Ni-O-Li interactions can induce NMR shifts of
−15 and 110 ppm, and 90◦ and 180◦ Mn-O-Li interactions
induce shifts of 258 and −53 ppm, respectively [59]. Fig-
ure 11 shows two main NMR signals for the pristine samples,
which correspond to Li in NCM materials (A) and to Li
in diamagnetic salts like Li2CO3 and LiOH (B). Spinning
sidebands from signals A and B are marked with asterisks
and open circles. Signal A, representing the different Li en-
vironments in the NCM materials, is very broad, covering a
range of several hundred ppm. This is caused by the many
different environments that are present around Li in these
layered structures. While the nearest neighbors around Li on a
regular 3a Wyckoff site are six oxygen ions forming an octa-
hedron, behind these oxygen ions there are six Li next-nearest
neighbors (within the Li layer) and 12 TM neighbors (in the
TM layer) connected via 90◦ and 180◦ Li-O-TM bonds. As
mentioned above, the TM neighbors are inducing the large
shifts observed for these compounds. For a random arrange-
ment of Ni/Mn/Co in the TM layers, there are many different
environments around Li that differ in numbers of Ni/Mn/Co
neighbors but also their arrangement around Li. Superposition
of the many different contributions of these different environ-
ments results in the broad lines. Further broadening of this
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line can be caused by Jahn-Teller distortions leading to vari-
ations in the Ni-O bond lengths [60]. Another reason for the
broad lines can be the presence of Li/Ni mixing between the
layers, in agreement with the results from Rietveld analysis
(Fig. 3).

Genreith-Schriever et al. proved that Li in the TM layers
can induce NMR signals between 420 and −69 ppm and the
exact values are determined by the relative position between
Li in the TM layers and Ni in the Li layers [61]. The Ni
in Li layers would generate different environments for the
neighboring Li in the Li layers, and the corresponding signals
appear on the left side of peak A. While the diversity of these
environments is maximum for NCM111 with same amounts
of Co/Ni/Mn, for the Ni-richer systems environments with
more Ni occur with higher probability. This can be seen in the
7Li NMR spectra, where the broadest spectrum is observed
for NCM111. When going to the Ni-richer sytems (NCM622
and NCM811), the overall width of peak A is getting smaller
and its maximum is shifting to the left, to higher (more
positive) NMR shifts. One reason for this is the presence of
less diamagnetic Co3+, where the NMR shift contribution is
negligible in comparison to those of Mn/Ni. Regarding the
spectra of the three charged electrodes, signal A shifts to lower
ppm positions for all three samples owing to the partial loss
of Ni3+-O-Li interactions (110 ppm) when some of the Ni3+

ions are oxidized to Ni4+ on Li removal as also revealed
by the XAS analysis (Sec. III D 4) and the determination
of TM redox states from the effective magnetic moments
(Sec. III D 3). Interestingly, for the charged NCM111-c50
sample, two signals at 550 ppm and 220 ppm are observed,
in agreement with results from Yoon et al. [62]. The former
one corresponds to Li in Li-richer domains [62–64] where
Ni3+ ions are still dominating, thus hinting at inhomogeneous
delithiation of these materials, e.g., by two-phase reactions
or slow delithiation kinetics, as it was recently also observed
by operando light microscopy [65]. Such an inhomogeneous
delithiation might also contribute to the anisotropic strain de-
scribed above. For the NCM622-c5 and NCM811-c5 samples,
the intensity of the left peak is strongly decreased, again in
agreement with earlier results [63], thus hinting at a more
homogeneous delithiation.

6. AC magnetometry

The real χ ′ and imaginary χ ′′ part of AC susceptibility
have been measured from 50 to 2 K in zero DC magnetic
field for all compositions and states of charge (for NCM111
only in the pristine state). Figure 12 compares the AC suscep-
tibility data measured for the pristine materials NCM111-p,
NCM622-p, and NCM811-p. Firstly, the absolute values of
χ ′ and χ ′′ are considerably larger for NCM811-p than for
NCM111-p and NCM622-p. All compositions have in com-
mon that χ ′ first increases monotonically from 50 K down
to the maximum at T L

χ ′ ≈ 8 K, before it decreases down to
2 K [Fig. 12(a)]. For NCM811-p, this maximum exhibits a
relative frequency shift �T H

χ ′ /[T H
χ ′ �(lg ω)] of about ∼2.2%

[Fig. 12(c)] that lies in between the typical value of ∼1%
for spin glass (SG) and the typical value of ∼5% for cluster
glass (CG) [66]. In contrast, for NCM622-p and NCM111-
p, no relative frequency shift of the maximum of χ ′ can

FIG. 12. Measured AC susceptibility (a) χ ′ and (b) χ ′′ vs tem-
perature plots for pristine NCM111, NCM622, and NCM811 sample
material at zero DC magnetic field. (c)–(f) show enlarged sections of
what is presented in (a) and (b) with relative frequency shifts (indi-
cated by arrows) of the transitions. Error bars have been omitted for
clarity.

be observed [Figs. 12(e) and 12(f), respectively]. Further,
the χ ′′ curve for each composition exhibits a sharp local
maximum at temperature T L

χ ′′ ≈ 7.5 K located slightly below
T L

χ ′ . In general, for a ferro-/ferrimagnetic transition, for in-
stance, the onset of the χ ′′ maximum falls together with the
peak maximum of the χ ′ signal [67]. Further, for NCM811-p
the χ ′ curves do not overlap with each other for different
excitation frequencies over the complete measured temper-
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FIG. 13. Measured AC susceptibility vs temperature plots: (a) and (b) χ ′ and χ ′′, respectively, at zero DC field, for NCM622 at various
states of charge and (c) and (d) χ ′ and χ ′′, respectively, for NCM811 at various states of charge. T L

χ ′ is the lower temperature of local maximum
in the χ ′ signal. T L

χ ′′ and T H
χ ′′ are the low- and high-temperature maxima in the χ ′′ signal, respectively. Error bars have been omitted for clarity.

ature range 15–50 K, indicating a weak contribution of a
(frustrated) ferrimagnetic cluster formation/spin freezing pro-
cess. This feature of the χ ′ signal cannot be clearly observed
for NCM622-p and NCM111-p. Connected to the nonover-
lapping χ ′ curves of NCM811-p, there is a broad maximum
of χ ′′ located around T H

χ ′′ ≈ 25 K that exhibits a relative fre-
quency shift of �T H

χ ′′/[T H
χ ′′�(lg ω)] ≈ 1.5% [Figs. 12(b) and

12(d)]. For NCM622-p, a broad maximum in the χ ′′ curve is
much less pronounced and located around T H

χ ′′ ≈ 23 K, and
for NCM111-p an even weaker and broad maxima around
T H

χ ′′ ≈ 14 K can hardly be observed.
The further considerations that also include the delithi-

ated (c50) and relithiated (c50d) samples were restricted to
NCM811 and NCM622 material, since for NCM111-p the
broad maximum in χ ′′ is too weak. Figures 13(a) and 13(b)
present χ ′ and χ ′′, respectively, for NCM622 material in the
pristine state (p), delithiated to x = 0.5 (c50), and delithiated
to x = 0.5 and relithiated again to 2.5 V (c50d). For the
charged sample NCM622-c50, the local maximum of χ ′ has
shifted from T L

χ ′ ≈ 8 K (NCM622-p) to slightly below 4 K.
The low-temperature maximum of χ ′′ has decreased from
T L

χ ′′ ≈ 7.5 K for NCM622-p to about 3.5 K for NCM622-
c50. Simultaneously, the high-temperature maximum located
around T H

χ ′′ ≈ 23 K (NCM622-p) is no longer present for
NCM622-c50. The relithiated/discharged material NCM622-
c50d essentially exhibits very similar features as the pristine
NCM622-p material again, but they are not identical, thereby
reflecting that discharging cannot fully restore the initial
pristine state. For the delithiated/charged sample NCM811-
c50, the local maximum of χ ′ has shifted from T L

χ ′ ≈ 9 K
(NCM811-p) to slightly below 4 K and the curves measured
at different excitation frequencies now are superimposed with

each other compared to the pristine sample [see Figs. 13(c)
and 13(d)]. The absolute values of χ ′ and χ ′′ for NCM811-c50
have been reduced considerably in general compared with
the pristine sample. The low-temperature maximum of χ ′′
has decreased from T L

χ ′′ ≈ 8 K for NCM811-p to about 3.6 K
for NCM811-c50. Simultaneously, the high-temperature max-
imum of χ ′′ has increased slightly from T H

χ ′′ ≈ 25 K for
NCM811-p to about 28 K for NCM811-c50, and the abso-
lute values are reduced tremendously as also observed for
NCM622. The relithiated/discharged material NCM811-c50d
essentially exhibits similar, but not identical, features as the
pristine NCM811-p material again pointing to the fact that the
initial pristine state cannot fully be restored by discharging
again. These results will be discussed together with the results
from the other methods below in Sec. IV.

7. Heat capacity

Figure 14(a) plots the measured isobaric heat capacity Cexp
p

vs temperature curves from 1.8 to 300 K (open symbols) for
pristine NCM111-p, NCM622-p, and NCM811-p samples. At
300 K, the Dulong-Petit limit of 3NAkB ≈ 24.9 J K−1 mol−1

has not been reached yet. The lattice contributions to the
isobaric Cexp

p can be expressed as a linear combination of a
Debye and an Einstein term [68],

Cp ≈CDE
p = ζD

[
9NAkB

(
T

TD

)3 ∫ TD/T

0

q4 · eq

(eq − 1)2
dq

]

+ (1 − ζD)

[
3NAkB

(
TE

T

)2

e(−TE/T )

]
, (2)
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FIG. 14. (a) Measured isobaric heat capacity Cexp
p measured for

pristine NCM111, NCM622, and NCM811 active material (circles)
at zero field together with Debye-Einstein fits (lines) from about 52
to 300 K. The obtained parameters from the fit are listed in Table S6
within the SM [38]. (b) Cexp

p /T vs T 2 together with linear fits from
∼28 to ∼52 K. (c) Difference curves Cmag between Cexp

p (that has
been measured at a magnetic DC field of either zero or 5 Tesla) and
the extracted background signal from the linear fit shown in (b).

with Debye contribution parameter ζD, Avogadro constant
NA, Boltzmann constant kB, Debye temperature TD, and
Einstein temperature TE. These terms only consider the energy
contributions from lattice vibrations and do not consider con-
tributions from free electrons or magnetic phase transitions.
The Debye and the Einstein terms can be considered to ac-
count for acoustic and optic phonons, respectively. Table S6
within the SM [38] lists the ζD parameter and the Debye and
Einstein temperatures TD, and TE, respectively, that have been
obtained by fits from about 52 to 300 K to the experimental
curves (very low temperatures have been excluded because of
contributions from magnetic transitions). Taking the relatively

large standard deviations into account, a clear trend of the
refined parameters in dependence of the samples’ composition
cannot be attested. The Debye temperature TD can also be
expressed as a function of the speed of sound vD, and the
molar volume VM [69],

TD = h̄ · vD

kB

(
6π2NA

VM

)1/3

. (3)

The molar volume VM can also expressed as (1/VM)1/3 =
(MM/ρ)1/3, with the mass density ρ (obtained from the Ri-
etveld refinements to the XRD data) and the molar mass
MM. Assuming that vD is the same for all compositions,
TD ∝ (1/VM)1/3. As can be inferred from Table S6 within
the SM [38], (1/VM)1/3 theoretically increases slightly in the
order NCM111-p, NCM-622-p, NCM-811-p, but this trend is
very weak. From NCM111-p to NCM-811-p, MM is slightly
increasing, since more of the lighter Mn (54.938 g mol−1)
is substituted by the heavier Ni (58.639 g mol−1). On the
other side, the mass density ρ is also increasing slightly in
this order, compensating partially the molar mass effect on
the molar volume VM. Overall, the effect of sample compo-
sition on the heat capacity is too small to be reflected by
the refined parameters with relatively large uncertainties. Low
temperature heat capacity measurements have been published
for the end members LiCoO2 [70–73], LiNiO2 [74], but for
NCM materials thermal properties are mostly restricted to
room and high temperatures [75–79] that are of high relevance
for application.

Figure 14(b) plots Cexp
p /T vs T 2 in the low-temperature

regime for all pristine materials. The linear region from
≈28 to ≈52 K was used to extract a background signal for
the very low-temperature region where a magnetic transition
is contributing at about 10 K to the heat-capacity signal.
Figure 14(c) shows the magnetic contribution to heat capacity
Cmag, obtained by subtracting the corresponding background
signals from the measured Cexp

p curves (that have been mea-
sured at a magnetic DC field of either zero or 5 Tesla). In
the order NCM111-p, NCM611-p, and NCM811-p, the local
maximum of Cmag at zero field slightly shifts from 8.0(5) to
9.0(5) to 10.8(5) K, respectively, i.e., at temperatures where
DC and AC magnetometry also indicate a magnetic phase
transition. A clear shift of the local maxima to a higher (lower)
temperatures when a magnetic field of 5 Tesla is applied that
would be characteristic for a ferromagnetic (antiferromag-
netic) phase transition, respectively, could not be observed
here. The ferrimagnetic cluster formation that continuously
sets in below about 100 K is smeared out over a broad tem-
perature region and cannot be discriminated from the lattice
phonons that contribute much stronger to the heat capacity
signal at these elevated temperatures.

IV. SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS

The condition for charge neutrality requires the TMs in
Li(TM)O2 to be present at an average hypothetical oxidation
state of TM+3. It can be observed for the NCM materials, that
there is a tendency for the reduction of Ni from Ni3+ to Ni2+

with a simultaneous oxidation of Mn from Mn3+ to Mn4+,
together leading to an enhanced effective magnetic moment.
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As a rough estimation, for NCM111-p all of the of Ni3+

(0.333 per f.u.) could in principle be reduced to Ni2+ with
simultaneous oxidation of Mn3+ to Mn4+, and as a con-
sequence NCM111-p exhibits the largest effective magnetic
moment [see Fig. 8(a)] and the lowest-average Ni oxidation
state [see Fig. 10(a)], but also the lowest total amount of
Ni ions from the series. On the other side, for NCM811-p
a smaller total amount of Ni3+ (only 0.1 per f.u.) can be
reduced with simultaneous oxidation of Mn3+ and therefore
NCM811-p exhibits the smallest effective magnetic moment,
the highest average Ni oxidation state (Ni2+: Ni3+ ratio equal
1:7), but also the highest total amount of Ni ions from the
series.

Since NCM811-p has the highest ratio of Ni to Co/Mn
of this series, the intralayer FM coupling between the Ni
ions with each other contributes to an overall FM coupling
that is also reflected by the positive Weiss constant θCW [see
Fig. 8(b)]. For NCM622-p and even more pronounced for
NCM111-p, the higher amount of Mn leads to a negative
Weiss constant, because the intralayer AFM coupling between
Ni and Mn comes more and more into play. As a conse-
quence, the magnetization measured at low temperature of
2 K, where the magnetic exchange coupling leads to mag-
netic order (and/or spin freezing), is higher for NCM811-p
at 70 kOe than for NCM622-p or NCM111-p even though
the effective magnetic moment is smaller for NCM811-p than
for NCM622-p and NCM111-p (see Fig. 6). The comparably
large magnetic moments of the Mn4+ ions that are present in
larger amounts in NCM111, reduce the measured magnetiza-
tion at low temperature owing to their AFM coupling with the
Ni moments.

For the discharged states, there exist two different magnetic
transitions/spin freezing events that are located at different
temperatures. Firstly, the ferrimagnetic cluster formation at
higher temperature will be considered: NCM811-p exhibits
a clear broad maximum of χ ′′ that is centered around about
25 K, whereas for NCM622-p a much weaker broad max-
imum is centered around about 22 K, and for NCM111-p
an even weaker broad maximum is centered around about
14 K (see Fig. 12). These maxima are ascribed to the con-
tinuous formation of ferrimagnetic clusters that already sets
in below about 100 K as indicated by the ZFC/FC suscepti-
bility curve bifurcations of the discharged samples (Fig. 4).
Sow and Kumar [25] investigated how the magnetic char-
acteristics evolve when more and more Li is substituted
by Ni for Li1−yNi1+yO2. They supposed to effectively treat
Ni2+ as a magnetic impurity in an AFM matrix and found
that the concentration of Ni2+ decisively changes the mag-
netic interactions. With increasing substitution of Li by Ni,
they found for Li0.98Ni1.02O2, Li0.95Ni1.05O2, Li0.84Ni1.16O2,
Li0.68Ni1.32O2 an evolution from spin-glass (SG), to cluster
glass (CG), to reentrant spin glass (RSG), and to long-range
ferromagnetic (FM) behavior, respectively. A maxima in χ ′
and χ ′′ of the AC susceptibility around 12 K has been found
for the Li0.98Ni1.02O2 sample with a relative frequency shift
that is characteristic for SG and maxima in χ ′ and χ ′′ have
been found around 30 K for the Li0.95Ni1.05O2 sample with
a relative frequency shift that is characteristic for CG. The
authors of the present paper interpret a shift of the AC max-
ima to higher temperature by an increased probability to find

more Ni2+/Ni3+ in the TM layer in the direct vicinity of
a Ni2+ in the Li layer that interact with each other via the
very strong AFM 180◦ Ni2+-O-Ni2+ and the strong AFM
180◦ Ni2+-O-Ni3+ couplings [11]. The larger the clusters of
such a Ni2+/Ni3+ accumulation the higher is the temperature
of ferrimagnetic ordering of the clusters. It is important to note
that for these samples the TM layer is fully occupied by Ni
and that additionally some of the Li in the Li layer is substi-
tuted by Ni. This substitution reduces the Ni redox state and
increases the amount of Ni2+. However, the situation for the
NCM materials investigated in this paper has some particular
differences. Only the exchange of Li from the Li layer with
Ni2+ from the TM layer plays a role and no additional Ni by
substitution is introduced. Further, the amount of Ni2+ in the
samples is strongly determined by the samples’ composition.
Even though a slightly higher occupation of the Li layer by
Ni2+ has been found for NCM111-p and NCM622-p than for
NCM811-p (see η parameter in Fig. 3), the rough probability
to find another Ni2+/Ni3+ in direct vicinity in the TM layer
and to form a cluster becomes strongly reduced from 80 to
60 and to 33.3% in the order NCM811-p, NCM622-p, and
NCM111-p. As a consequence, NCM811-p exhibits the strong
broad maximum of χ ′′ that is centered around about 25 K,
whereas for NCM111-p only a very weak broad maximum
can be detected around about 14 K. The formation of these
localized ferrimagnetic clusters could also be considered as a
local and low-dimensional (1D) ordering without pronounced
long-range correlation.

Whereas the composition strongly affects the temperature
where the χ ′′ maximum is located that is ascribed to fer-
rimagnetic cluster formation, NCM811-p, NCM622-p, and
NCM111-p, all exhibit another magnetic transition slightly
below 10 K as indicated by the clear bifurcation between the
ZFC and FC curve of the DC susceptibility plots (Fig. 4), by
the local maxima of χ ′ and χ ′′ of the AC susceptibility curves
(Fig. 12), and by the diffuse maximum in the heat capacity
measurements (Fig. 14). This low-temperature magnetic tran-
sition is considered as a long-range magnetic ordering/spin
freezing in three dimensions (3D) referring also to the in-
terpretation of Wikberg et al. who investigated a NCM811
sample by muon-spin relaxation/rotation and by DC/AC mag-
netometry [53,54]. They also report a considerable ZFC/FC
bifurcation below about 10 K and accompanying hysteresis
in the field scans up to about 40 K. They interpret the data
as to have a 3D frustrated system as ground state at 2 K,
followed by a transition into a possible 2D spin-glass above
22 K. With further increasing temperature, the compound
shows the presence of remaining correlations with increasing
effective dimensionality all the way up to the ferrimagnetic
transition at 70 K. The fact that NCM811-p, NCM622-p, and
NCM111-p, all exhibit the low temperature magnetic transi-
tion slightly below 10 K, despite their very different Ni to
Mn/Co ratio, points to a comparably weak magnetic coupling
path that all compositions have in common and that is capable
to magnetically couple the TM layers on a long-range scale
and not only locally as for the cluster formation at higher
temperature. The weak TM interlayer coupling via the Li
layer that is present also without the occupation of the Li
layer by TM throughout the whole bulk is suggested to finally
cause this frustrated 3D long-range magnetic ordering at low
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temperature. Compared to NCM622 and NCM111, the
Ni-rich NCM811 exhibits stronger contributions of spin-
glass-like characteristics to both magnetic transitions. The
reason for that are supposedly the comparably weak
90◦ Ni2+-O-Ni2+ and Ni2+-O-Ni3+ FM intralayer couplings
that are present at higher density in NCM811 and that allow to
have very low-energy excitations to different (frustrated) spin
orderings [see also Figs. 1(d)–1(f)]. In contrast, for NCM622
and NCM111 the much stronger 90◦ Ni2+-O-Mn4+ AFM
intralayer couplings inhibit quasi-equal-energy states with dif-
ferent spin orderings and, probably even more importantly, the
higher Co amount reduces the spin-glass-like characteristics
by interrupting the magnetic coupling paths.

By electrochemical charging, Ni2+ is oxidized to Ni3+ and
partially also further to Ni4+ (as inferred from the evolu-
tion of the effective magnetic moments, and from the XAS
and NMR analysis), while the important 180◦ AFM coupling
weakens tremendously in the order Ni2+-O-Ni2+, Ni2+-O-
Ni3+, and Ni2+-O-Ni4+. Most clearly, this can be seen for
NCM811 (see Fig. 13): The absolute signal strengths of χ ′
as well as that of χ ′′ are significantly lower for NCM811-
c50 than for NCM811-p, since also the absolute values of
the effective magnetic moment is reduced by the charging
process (see Fig. 8). More importantly, the broad maximum
of the χ ′′ signal that is located around 25 K for NCM811-p
has a strongly reduced integrated intensity for NCM811-c50
(in agreement with the vanished ZFC-FC bifurcation above
10 K), since essential amounts of Ni3+ have been oxidized to
Ni4+ with a heavily reduced AFM interlayer exchange cou-
pling. As a consequence, the ferrimagnetic cluster formation
is highly suppressed for the charged samples. For the same
reason also the (frustrated) 3D long-range magnetic ordering
at temperatures below 10 K are further shifted to even lower
temperatures for the charged samples.

V. CONCLUSIONS

The systematic investigation of NCM samples with differ-
ent Ni to Co/Mn ratios at different states of charge by a broad
variety of analytical methods allowed to get new and valu-
able insights into the correlation between structural details,
the TMs’ redox states and the magnetic properties. Magnetic
parameters as the effective magnetic moment, the Weiss con-
stant that contains information about the “average” magnetic
coupling (FM or AFM), and maximum values of magne-
tization at 2 and 300 K, could qualitatively be understood
quite well by the spin-only magnetic moments of the cor-

responding Ni, Co, and Mn cations in quasi-octahedral
coordination that are interacting with each other via the com-
plex magnetic coupling scheme as reported by Chernova et al.
[11]. Further, especially the AC susceptibility data that has
been obtained for different compositions not only for the
pristine state but also for the charged and redischarged states,
uniquely allow to discriminate a low-dimensional short-range
from a (frustrated) 3D long-range magnetic transition/spin
freezing occurring at higher and lower temperatures, respec-
tively, and to evaluate their spin-glass like characteristics.
Elaboration of the magnetic contributions to the heat-capacity
signal for the pristine state essentially supported the hypothe-
sis of a (frustrated) 3D long-range magnetic transition at low
temperature. The results from AC susceptibility are also well
reflected by the detailed ZFC/FC bifurcation behavior of the
DC susceptibility data.

For an even deeper understanding of the magnetic transi-
tions/spin freezing transitions in these layered oxides beyond
what has been inferred in this paper, the Ni/Co/Mn cationic
short-range arrangements in close vicinity to the migrated
interslab Ni2+ ions would be needed to be analyzed in more
detail in addition to the Li/Ni site disorder. This challenge
could be tackled by a combination of NMR and neutron
diffraction for instance, ideally for a variety of compositions
with differently adjusted Li/Ni disorders at various states of
charge.

VI. EXPERIMENTAL

The experimental details can be found in Sec. S2 within the
SM [38] (including Refs. [11,80–84]).
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