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PRELIMINARYFINDINGS

FIVE DOMINANT IDEOLOGICAL FRAMES HOW AFFECT POLARISES?

Biological determinism. Appeals to ,objective” science - chromosome, reproduction - to justify a binary sex model. Naming the Out-group
c isati TERFs - to erase individuality.
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Derogatory Language
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binary identities.
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A previous corpus analysis of social media comments has revealed that the debate
over sex and gender in German-speaking digital spaces is a critical arena of democratic
conflict, characterised by ideological divisions and increasing emotion-driven
polarisation . As citizens debate the legitimacy of binary versus non-binary sex/gender
models, the discourse often escalates beyond mere disagreement, evolving into hostile
contention that challenges the authority of opposing epistemologies. Bruggemann and
Meyer define polarisation not just as a static state, but as a dynamic process emerging
in and through communication. Despite this, empirical research has largely overlooked
the analysis of actual media content and user interactions. To address this gap, the
authors propose a framework by integrating the multidimensional facets of polarisation
that both structure and potentially fragment the public sphere. This study builds on this
framework to examine affective polarisation in content related to polarised groups on
social media.

The poster presents a novel analytical pipeline designed to capture the nuances of
polarisation within the KoKoKom corpus — a dataset comprising German-language
social media comments from platforms such as YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, X and
Reddit . Based on a preliminary quantitative-qualitative analysis of ideological frames
in this discourse , the poster describes the development of a multilayered annotation
pipeline that combines stance detection, aspect-based sentiment analysis (ABSA)
and corpus linguistics methods (concordance analysis). This approach systematically
capturesthelanguage and emotional aspects of polarisation. It moves beyond traditional
surveys by mapping how digital communication drives affective polarisation and social
fragmentation.

The motivation for this corpus-linguistic and NLP-driven approach becomes apparent
whenitsfindings are compared withrepresentative survey data. Survey instruments such
as MIDEM's Polarisation Barometer model polarisation using representative samples,
scalar self-reports and generalised items on values, discrimination and pride symbols.
This captures the distribution of attitudes and the perceived divisiveness of topics at a
macro level, but necessarily overlooks situational dynamics, interactional escalationand
platform-specific sub-publics. In contrast, a corpus of social media comments highlights
precisely those highly engaged, self-selecting actors and contexts in which gender
becomes a symbolic battleground. Here, affective polarisation is performed through
stance-taking, moral evaluations and the construction of hostile out-groups in specific
seqguences of interaction. From a methodological perspective, this discrepancy is not a
contradiction, but rather a sign that polarisation should be studied as both a structural
phenomenon in opinion distributions and a form of communication that emerges in
specific media environments. Therefore, a hybrid NLP-corpus linguistic pipeline is not
just a technical choice, but a conceptual necessity. It enables us to link survey-based,
issue-level measures of ideological and affective polarisation with detailed, text-based
evidence of how these conflicts are enacted, intensified and amplified in everyday digital
communication.

67


mailto:andressa.costa%40kit.edu?subject=

This project provides a data-driven analysis of how gender debates on social media
reflect societal divisions, connecting computational social science with qualitative
discourse analysis to enrich our understanding of democratic deliberation in digital
spaces. The pipeline can be adapted to other polarised discourses (e.g. climate change
and migration), offering a reusable framework for studying affective polarisation in social
media.
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