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How Heat Affects Summer Drop of Branches

C. Mattheck, K. Bethge, K. Weber

After summer heat even non-decayed branches may drop down.

Tension wood

A
Thin tree
rings = 5 ’
= (&

_—

Supporting
wood |,

\
._\ ! _
A\ Ve

“""‘,‘r-

— ‘- » W~ -
\ r’nrH ¥ ‘*,r“'*' ® ]‘*‘7 / ,.

e

Tension wood

- Relaxation =——>»

Result: Long lion's tail branches have on their top side a brittle layer of wood near the trunk. By
shrinking tension wood the brittle top layer is pre-compressed. After summer heat tension wood

relaxes and the brittle layer might crack.
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